BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 
III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES
(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information
· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)
· Other voluntary reporting areas 
· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  
· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.
· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 
(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 
· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 
	Individual Action Plan Update for Australia for 2016

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2014 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Australia has continued to improve tariff preferences through implementation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). Since 2014, all remaining tariffs on goods from Thailand, the US and Chile were removed under Australia’s bilateral FTAs with those economies.

Since the 2014 IAP, Australia has implemented three new FTAs:

· Korea-Australia FTA (KAFTA) – entered into force 12 December 2014

· Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA) – entered into force 15 January 2015 

· China-Australia FTA (ChAFTA) – entered into force on 20 December 2015.
Under these agreements, Australia has commenced eliminating all remaining tariffs on Korean, Japanese and Chinese goods on entry into force.

On 1 January 2015, Australia unilaterally lowered Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariffs on apparel and certain finished textiles from 10 per cent to 5 per cent.
	From 1 January 2016:
Tariff phase-ins will apply to some goods for KAFTA;
Tariff phase-ins will apply to some goods for JAEPA;
Should the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) be ratified and enter into force, Australia will eliminate 99.9% of tariffs to partner countries within four years. Once fully implemented, the TPP will see 98 percent of tariffs eliminated on goods traded among the 12 member countries.



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	KAFTA: KoreaFTA@dfat.gov.au
JAEPA: JapanEPA@dfat.gov.au 

ChAFTA: ChinaFTA@dfat.gov.au
Tradeagreements@border.gov.au
Thomas Fuller, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: +61 2 6261 1395
	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	BICON

The new, contemporary Biosecurity Import Conditions (BICON) system was implemented in November 2015, replacing and improving upon the Import Conditions (ICON) system that has provided Australia’s biosecurity import conditions and the ability to apply for import permits for a number of years.

BICON makes the biosecurity import conditions clearer, provides better guidance on the documentation requirements, and improves the ability to search for import conditions and to find the information that is relevant to an importation scenario.

Australia’s biosecurity requirements have not changed as a result of BICON’s implementation
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/online-services/bicon/bicon-permit
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Darren Gill, Department of Agriculture and Water Resources: +61 2 6272 3814
	

	Services
	Since 2013, the Government has completed a number of commitments to help the aviation industry grow in an environment that is safe, competitive and productive. These commitments include an independent review of the safety regulation; the establishment of a forum for regular dialogue between the Minister and the aviation industry; release of an updated Airspace Policy Statement; formation of an action group to discuss matters affecting General Aviation; and commencement of a study into the aviation workforce to guide future skills development policies.  

The Government has also announced or completed other proposals and programs to improve air transport in Australia, including: liberalisation of our air services arrangements with other countries/economies; announced the harmonisation of civilian and military air traffic management systems under the OneSKY Australia Program; relaxed some foreign ownership restrictions applying specifically to Qantas; and announced the site for the construction of an airport in Western Sydney.


	The Government will progress initiatives already announced or underway to help the aviation industry and will continue to examine policy frameworks to ensure it appropriately balances the needs of all stakeholders.


	Website for further information:  
	https://infrastructure.gov.au/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Adela Damiao, Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development: adela.damiao@infrastructure.gov.au
	

	
	The Australian Vocational Education and Training (VET) system has quality assurance frameworks in place, encompassing a national framework for qualifications, national standards relating to the registration of training providers and courses, and for reporting and data, and a national regulator.  Training providers seeking to deliver nationally recognised VET in Australia must be registered with Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA), and must comply with the national standards and quality frameworks.  These quality assurance frameworks help to ensure students and employers have confidence that the VET system is providing high quality education and training delivery, assessment and qualification outcomes.

Recent activities in Australia’s VET sector include:

· Reform of the arrangements for industry leadership of the VET system, including for the development and endorsement of nationally recognised training products.  The AISC was establishes in 2015, and provides national industry leadership of the system. This includes oversight of Industry Reference Committees (IRCs), which will be the focal point through which industry requirements for skills are considered and defined in nationally recognised training packages. 


	The Australian Industry and Skills Committee (AISC), in consultation with industry, will investigate new challenges and opportunities related to Australian training products including through commissioning and collaborating on research and industry intelligence gathering activities with relevant stakeholders.  In line with the Australian Government’s Innovation and Science Agenda, these activities could identify opportunities that encourage further globalisation of the Australian workforce, ensuring international competitiveness.



	Website for further information:  
	Tertiary Education Quality Standards Agency (TEQSA): http://www.teqsa.gov.au 

Tuition Protection Service (TPS): https://tps.gov.au
AQSA: http://www.asqa.gov.au 

My Skills: http://www.myskills.gov.au
National register for VET: www.training.gov.au 

AISC: www.education.gov.au/AISC 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Symeon Collette, Department of Education and Training: symeon.collette@education.gov.au
	

	Investment
	Most recent figure for the stock of foreign direct investment in Australia is $775 billion as at 30 June 2015.
There have been several changes to Australia’s foreign investment regime since the last report, including:

· Amendments to the Qantas Sale Act 1992 to remove certain restrictions on the issues and ownership of shares in Qantas by foreign investors.
· The entry into force of KAFTA and JAEPA, which provided investors from these countries (and Chile by virtue of a most-favoured nation clause) with higher foreign investment screening thresholds for privately owned investors.
· From 1 March 2015, the screening threshold for purchases of agricultural land was reduced from $252 million to $15 million (to apply to the cumulative value of agricultural land holdings by the foreign investor including the proposed purchase).  This applies consistent with Australia’s existing free trade agreements, with exceptions applying for Singapore and Thailand ($50 million) and the United States, New Zealand and Chile ($1,094 million).

· From 1 July 2015, a register was created to collect statistical information on all foreign investment in agricultural land, both ongoing transactions and an initial stocktake of existing land holdings.
Further substantial reforms to Australia’s foreign investment framework commenced on 1 December 2015. These include:

· Stronger enforcement of the foreign investment rules by transferring the residential real estate functions to the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).

· Stricter penalties to ensure that foreign investors are not able to profit from breaking the rules.

· A reduced penalty period applied until 30 November 2015 to encourage investors that have breached the rules to voluntarily come forward and sell their property.

· Application fees to ensure that Australian taxpayers no longer have to fund the cost of administering the system.

· A $55 million threshold (based on the value of the investment) for investments in agribusiness to increase screening of certain downstream activities with links to primary production.

· a range of measures to modernise and simplify Australia's foreign investment framework, reducing red tape, increasing transparency and providing greater certainty for investors.
The Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) has published annual reports to the Australian Parliament (for the years 1996-2014 inclusive) which illustrate results of the screening process.  The most recent report is available at www.firb.gov.au along with policy summaries and other relevant information for foreign investors seeking to invest in Australia.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.firb.gov.au
A summary of Australia’s Foreign Investment Policy is available at: http://www.firb.gov.au/content/policy.asp?NavID=1

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Stewart Nixon, The Treasury: +61 2 6263 2764
	

	Standards and Conformance


	As part of its Industry Innovation and Competitiveness Agenda announced in October 2014, the Australian Government adopted the principle that if a system, service or product has been approved under a trusted international standard or risk assessment, then Australian regulators should not impose any additional requirements for approval in Australia, unless there is a good and demonstrable reason to do so. This will reduce costs and delays for businesses, increase the supply of products into the Australian market and allow regulatory authorities to focus on higher priorities.

Around half of Australian Government departments have published the criteria they will use to assess the potential adoption of international standards and risk assessments. The criteria provide an approach to assess opportunities for reform against the principle, and a transparent process through which necessary Australian specific case-by-case requirements will be justified. 


	

	Website for further information:  
	Cuttingredtape.gov.au
www.standards.org.au

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Regulatoryreform@pmc.gov.au

	

	Customs Procedures


	Australian Trusted Trader Programme

The Australian Trusted Trader (ATT) Programme provides trade facilitation benefits to economic operators that meet international supply chain security and trade compliance standards.
The ATT was launched on 8 July 2015 with a 12 month pilot phase. As at 18 January 2016, 22 pilot participants had been included and are at various stages of the validation process.
Changes to customs procedures enacted by the ATT were legislated through the Customs Amendment (Australian Trusted Trader Programme) Act 2015.

The ATT is compliant with the World Customs Organization’s SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade.
The ATT will use information gathered about traders, their supply chains and their business systems to further inform decisions on how to treat goods at the border. This will increase supply chain certainty and reduce red tape for trusted traders. It will also allow the Australian Government to focus resources on areas of high and unknown risk.
	The ATT will allow for cooperation with key trading partners which run similar programmes. Through the establishment of Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs) Australian exporters will gain greater access to foreign markets and will provide border agencies with enhanced information on overseas entities exporting to Australia. MRAs will assist Australian exporters to access foreign markets and will provide us with better information about overseas entities exporting to Australia. Our first MRA is currently being developed with New Zealand and will be signed in July 2016.



	Website for further information:  
	www.border.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Meg Reid, Australian Customs and Border protection Service: meg.reid@border.gov.au
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	In November 2013, the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) completed an inquiry which examined whether the exceptions and statutory licenses in the Copyright Act 1968 are adequate and appropriate in the digital environment. The ALRC’s final report was tabled in Parliament on 13 February 2014.  The Australian Government has commissioned an independent Cost Benefit Analysis on the key recommendations in the ALRC report. These recommendations include, in particular, enacting a fair use exception or a new consolidated fair dealing exception. This economic analysis will consider the potential impact of implementing these broad policy options on affected organisations and individuals such as creators, copyright owners and user groups, and is intended to inform the Government’s future consideration of options for copyright reform. A copy of the ALRC report can be found at: http://www.alrc.gov.au/inquiries/copyright-and-digital-economy
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.communications.gov.au/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Sam Ahlin, Department of Communications and the Arts: Sam.Ahlin@communications.gov.au
	

	
	The Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Act 2015

This Act was enacted on 25 February 2015, and consists of five schedules:

· Schedules 1 and 2 – Enable Australian medicine producers to manufacture and export patented pharmaceuticals to countries experiencing health crises under a compulsory license ordered by the Federal Court. This implements the Protocol amending the WTO Agreement on Trade Related-Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) interim waiver and the TRIPS Protocol (once it comes into effect). 

· Schedule 3 - Extends the jurisdiction of the Federal Circuit Court to include plant breeder's rights matters.

· Schedule 4 - Allows for a single trans-Tasman patent attorney regime and single patent application and examination processes for Australia and New Zealand, as part of the broader Single Economic Market agenda.

· Schedule 5 - Repeals unnecessary document retention provisions and corrects drafting oversights in the Intellectual Property Laws Amendment (Raising the Bar) Act 2012.

Information on the Act can be found at http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/ip-legislation/ip-legislation-changes/ip-laws-amendment-act-2015/ 
Intellectual Property Legislation Amendment (TRIPS Protocol and Other Measures) Regulation 2015

The Regulation came into full effect on 25 August 2015.

The Regulation completed the implementation of the TRIPS Protocol in Australia and corrected minor errors in the Designs Regulations 2004, the Patents Regulations 1991 and the Trade Marks Regulations 1995. 

Information on the Regulation can be found in the Explanatory Statement at https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2015L00852/Explanatory%20Statement/Text
	Proposals to streamline IP processes and support small business

IP Australia and its stakeholders have identified a number of reforms to the IP system to streamline processes and support small business. The reforms will improve the administration of the IP system by reducing unnecessary complexity, enable greater use of electronic systems and better balance the interests of different parties.

IP Australia consulted stakeholders on the proposals during 2014 and 2015. The draft legislation is currently being drafted, with a view to introducing it to Parliament in 2016. 

The proposals include:

· Re-examination - improve re-examination and revocation processes across the IP rights.

· Extensions of time - align and better balance extensions of time across the IP rights, including by limiting some extensions and by streamlining the process and fees for short extensions.

· Trade marks acceptance period - reduce the timeframe applicants have to get their application accepted by IP Australia.

· Official Journals - remove the requirements to publish Official Journals to enable use of better electronic information services.

· Automated decisions - enable simple administrative decisions to be automated by computer.

· Unjustified threats of infringement - better align and improve the protections against unjustified threats of infringement across all the IP rights.



	
	Modernisation of IP Australia’s Customer Communications Channel

During 2014-15, IP Australia continued to improve its digital customer channels.  These channels provide a one-stop shop for IP customers to pay and submit all their transactions online via two channels: eServices and Business-to-Business (B2B), with over 97% of customer transactions now occurring online. 

The eServices channel allows customers to establish a user identity and submit a range of IP rights transactions electronically through the IP Australia website. It is designed to cater for self-filers and small to medium enterprises.

The B2B channel is a fully automated transaction portal that facilitates the direct transfer of IP rights transactions from a customer’s business system to IP Australia’s business systems. B2B is designed to cater for the needs of high-volume users, such as annuity firms and large attorney firms.

Electronic Trade Mark and Patent correspondence including electronic certificates for eServices and B2B customers have streamlined services.

Further information about eServices and B2B is on IP Australia’s website  www.ipaustralia.gov.au
	Modernisation of Australia’s IP Rights Management System– future developments

IP Australia’s Rights In One (RIO) program is building a system to manage workflow and IP rights cases based on a user centred design methodology. Its purpose is to improve IP rights processing efficiency, reduce system duplication and harmonise, where applicable, across different IP rights as well as support continuous improvement into the future.

The system will be initially deployed for Designs Administration and Examination, and will be followed by Trade Marks. 

The RIO program also includes replacing the Trade Marks and Designs internal and external IP Right search capability and systems.



	:
	IP Toolkit for Collaboration

The IP Toolkit for Collaboration was launched on 10 September 2015. The IP Toolkit assists business, in particular small business, universities and research organisations to better manage IP in collaborations. 

The IP Toolkit consists of three parts:

· guides with information such as tips and case studies

· practical tools such as checklists and a term sheet, and 

· model contracts.

The IP Toolkit is available from http://www.business.gov.au/iptoolkit
	

	
	Source IP

Source IP was launched on 23 November 2015. Source IP is a digital marketplace for sharing information, indicating licensing preferences and facilitating contact for IP generated by the public research sector in Australia. 

It is the culmination of an extensive engagement activity with universities and peak industry bodies to create a tool that makes it easier for Australian businesses to access public sector innovation and technology.

Information on Source IP can be found at  http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/understanding-intellectual-property/commercialise-your-ip/source-ip-site/
	

	
	Advisory Council on Intellectual Property (ACIP) reviews

ACIP was abolished in April 2015. Reviews of IP matters will be coordinated by IP Australia in the future.

ACIP’s last two reviews completed were:

· Review of the Innovation Patent System.  The Australian Government requested that ACIP investigate the effectiveness of the innovation patent system in stimulating innovation by Australian small to medium business enterprises.  ACIP published its final report in June 2014.
· Review of the Designs System.  The Australian Government requested that the ACIP investigate the effectiveness of the designs system in stimulating innovation by Australian users and the impact the designs system has on economic growth.  ACIP published its final report on the Review of the Designs System in March 2014. 

More information on ACIP reviews can be found at http://www.acip.gov.au/
	

	
	Trans-Tasman Single Economic Market (SEM)

As part of the Australian and New Zealand Governments’ Single Economic Market (SEM) agenda, IP outcomes include a single trans-Tasman regulatory framework for patent attorneys and single trans-Tasman patent application and examination processes.  Under the single examination process one examiner will simultaneously examine equivalent applications filed in Australia and New Zealand. Examination of patent applications will be combined, but separate patents will be issued for each jurisdiction.  

Legislative amendments that are required in both Australia and New Zealand to give effect to these IP outcomes are currently being progressed in both jurisdictions. The Australian amendments are contained in the Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Act 2015, which received royal assent on 25 February 2015.  These amendments will commence on a day to be fixed by proclamation on or before 24 February 2017.  

IP Australia conducted public consultation on draft Regulations to support the legislation, and on the trans-Tasman patent initiatives between 2 December 2014 and 15 February 2015.

Further information on SEM can be found at http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/international-activity/single-economic-market/
	A further public consultation on the SEM IP outcomes is expected to take placed in 2016.

A pilot program for the single examination process is expected to be released in early to mid-2017.

IP Australia will continue to progress the legislative amendments required.

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Constantine Nikolakopoulos, IP Australia: constantine.nikolakopoulos@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	Competition Policy


	In November 2015, the Australian Government released its response to the Competition Policy Review, supporting the majority of the Review’s recommendations.

The review was an independent examination of how the competition framework is working, whether it is keeping up with emerging trends, and looking beyond the competition framework to identify impediments to competition with the goal of improving the living standards of all Australians.

The Government is engaging with subnational governments to advance an ambitious reform agenda. This will cover a number of key policy areas, including reforming the delivery of human services and road infrastructure.
The Productivity Commission is Australia’s independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

In 2015, the Commission inquired into barriers to setting up, transferring and closing a business. This inquiry considered the nature and scale/extent of barriers to entry and exit that exist for businesses and their impact on economic performance and identified appropriate options for reducing those barriers to entry and exit.  

In August 2015, the Commission commenced an inquiry into Australia’s intellectual property system. As part of this, the Commission will consider whether current arrangements provide an appropriate balance between access to ideas and products, and encouraging innovation, investment and the production of creative works. On 24 November 2015, the Government released its response to the Productivity Commission and Competition Policy Review recommendations on the national access regime.

	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.accc.gov.au/
http://www.pc.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Tina Smith, The Treasury: +61 2 6263 2807
	

	
	Ports
Third entrants to the Australian market for stevedoring services have been achieved for a number of major Australian container ports (Brisbane, Port Botany, and Melbourne).  The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) reported in November 2015 that container stevedoring productivity and customer satisfaction is the highest ever.  The ACCC has also issued strong warnings that the long benefits of privatisations and reform be passed onto consumers.  Barriers to maritime connectivity have been removed, such as port congestion, and projects within Australia and with APEC are aiming to improve supply chain visibility.  These make trade and investment in Australian maritime and port operations much easier.
	

	Website for further information:  
	Ports:

http://competitionpolicyreview.gov.au/files/2014/07/Hutchison_Ports.pdf
https://www.accc.gov.au/publications/container-stevedoring-monitoring-report/container-stevedoring-monitoring-report-no17
http://mddb.apec.org/documents/2014/som/som2/14_som2_049anx09.pdf

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ports and Freight: Anthony Swan, Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development +61 2 6274 6885 

Seamless National Economy: Matthew Squire, Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development +61 2 6274 7117
	

	Government Procurement


	Australia announced in June 2014 that it would accede to the WTO Government Procurement agreement (GPA).  The GPA is a significant WTO plurilateral agreement which offers legally-binding access to government procurement markets estimated at USD1.7 trillion. The GPA has 45 members. The Agreement’s main principles are transparency and non-discrimination. It requires GPA members to offer other members’ suppliers conditions ‘no less favourable’ than domestic suppliers. In addition, the GPA provides for domestic review procedures to enable aggrieved firms to seek a review of procurement decisions.
	Negotiations with GPA parties are now underway.  Australia presented its accession offer to the WTO Committee on Government Procurement on 16 September 2015.

Australia would like to accede to the GPA in 2016, if possible.

	Website for further information:  
	http://dfat.gov.au/international-relations/international-organisations/wto/Pages/wto-agreement-on-government-procurement.aspx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Andrew Ford, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: andrew.ford@dfat.gov.au

	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	The Australian Government committed at the election in 2013 to reduce red tape by $1 billion per year. In two years, the Government has announced decisions totalling red tape savings of $4.5 billion, more than double the original target. 

The Australian Government has also improved its decision‑making frameworks and begun to change the culture of decision-makers and regulators to recognise the burden that is imposed both by regulations and the way it is administered.

In 2015, the Government implemented the Regulator Performance Framework, defining key performance indicators for regulators and subjecting regulators to audit. 

The Government has also strengthened its Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) framework, with a focus on costing impacts on business, community organisations, and individuals. The framework is overseen by the Office of Best Practice Regulation within the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

In March 2014, the Government issued The Australian Government Guide to Regulation, which provides guidance on the Australian Government RIA framework.
	A New Regulation Reform Agenda

The Assistant Minister for Productivity, the Hon Dr Peter Hendy MP, announced on 12 November 2015 a new regulatory reform agenda. 

From 1 July 2016, the Government will broaden its regulatory reform agenda to focus on regulation reforms that directly enhance innovation, competitiveness and productivity. Over the coming months the Government will consult stakeholders on the priorities and schedule for reform.

Importantly, this agenda will include working in a bilateral or multilateral partnership with Australian states and territories to remove duplication and reform regulations that hamper innovation and productivity.

The Government has also agreed changes to the Regulatory Impact Analysis framework, including flexibility on the timing of regulatory burden offsets and greater self-assessment by agencies of regulatory costs. Relevant guidance material will be updated to reflect these changes.

	Website for further information:  
	Cuttingredtape.gov.au; dpmc.gov.au 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Regulatoryreform@pmc.gov.au
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Resolution

	Australia implemented three new FTAs: KAFTA, JAEPA and ChAFTA
Each FTA includes a dispute resolution chapter providing for consultation, formation of a panel/tribunal, compliance review, and compensation/suspension of benefits.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	KAFTA: KoreaFTA@dfat.gov.au
JAEPA: JapanEPA@dfat.gov.au 

ChAFTA: ChinaFTA@dfat.gov.au
Tradeagreements@border.gov.au
	

	Mobility of Business People


	APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC)

As part of a deregulation activity in 2014, some changes were made to the Australian eligibility criteria for the ABTC. These changes included removing the requirement for Australian citizen applicants to be certified by an approved body; business people applying for an ABTC now only need to demonstrate that they are engaged in trade or investment between APEC economies directly with the Department of Immigration and Border Protection (DIBP).

In 2014, Australia was the Project Overseer for an APEC-funded project for an End to End Review of the ABTC Scheme. This review contained recommendations to the Business Mobility Group (BMG), including extending the validity of the ABTC from three years to five years to improve client experiences, reduce processing burden on staff and lower costs. Some system enhancements were a pre-condition to the BMG agreement to implement the extension of validity. While Australia was successful in obtaining APEC funds to finance the system enhancements, Australia chose to self-fund the project in 2015 so as not to delay the publicly announced extension of validity. As a result, the extension of validity of the ABTC was smoothly implemented on 1 September 2015.


	In 2015, Australia was the Project Overseer for an APEC-funded project to provide programme management assistance to economies. A technical level workshop was hosted by Australia in November 2015, at which some outcomes were agreed. These outcomes included developing a best practice guide for the ABTC system, communication and escalation protocols between processing staff and endorsing online lodgement as a priority that will contribute to greater processing efficiency and automation. Exploring online opportunities was deferred to the Online Lodgement Working Group, which was established at SOM1 2015 and of which Australia is a member.

Australia will continue to assist member economies to update their information on temporary business entry arrangements in the BMG website.

On behalf of the BMG, Australia continues to review and update all general information contained in the BMG website about the BMG, the ABTC scheme, work plan activities and current and future projects.

	Website for further information:  
	http://travel.apec.org
http://www.businessmobility.org/ 

http://www.border.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ben Combe or Stephanie Chu, Department of Immigration and Border Protection: apec@border.gov.au
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	www.abs.gov.au
www.austrade.gov.au
www.rba.gov.au
www.industry.gov.au
www.treasury.gov.au
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.dfat.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Nora Abadia Perez, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: nora.abadiaperez@dfat.gov.au
	

	Transparency


	The Australian Government has committed to joining the Open Government Partnership (OGP), a voluntary, global initiative that promotes transparency, empowers citizens, fights corruption, and harnesses new technologies to strengthen governance.

In line with this commitment a public consultation process commenced on 17 November 2015 to inform the drafting of the Australian Government’s National Action Plan as part of joining the OGP.

Members of the public are invited to contribute ideas and provide feedback on the framework for the Action Plan. The Action Plan is due to be submitted to the OGP Steering Committee by July 2016.
The OGP was founded by the governments of Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, Norway, the Philippines, South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United States in 2011. There are now 69 OGP member countries. The partnership is overseen by a Steering Committee that includes representatives from governments and civil society in member countries.

	

	Website for further information:  
	http://ogpau.govspace.gov.au/
http://www.opengovpartnership.org/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Pia Waugh, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet: pia.waugh@pmc.gov.au
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.
The Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA) was signed on 8 April 2014 and entered into force on 12 December 2014. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/kafta 

The Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA) was signed on 8 July 2014 and entered into force on 15 January 2015. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/jaepa 

The China-Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA) was signed on 17 June 2015 and entered into force on 20 December 2015. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/chafta 
The First Protocol to amend the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA) was signed by Ministers on 26 August 2014 and entered into force for the following countries on 1 October 2015: Australia, New Zealand, Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam. The First Protocol reduces the information requirements imposed on business when completing certificates of origin, simplifies the presentation of the Agreement's Rules of Origin, and provides for the use of HS 2012 nomenclature. Further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aanzfta/ 

Negotiations on the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) concluded on 5 October 2015 in Atlanta Georgia.  TPP negotiations were undertaken by Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, New Zealand, Singapore, the United States and Vietnam. Australia and other countries that negotiated the TPP are undertaking their domestic treaty-making processes. The TPP allows for additional Asia-Pacific economies to join in the future,  and builds on Australia’s existing regional and bilateral agreements covering trade and investment with Brunei, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, the United States and Vietnam. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/tpp/ 


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation e.g. issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (AIFTA)
Negotiations to conclude a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement between Australia and India were launched in May 2011. There have been nine rounds of negotiations, the most recent of which was held in September 2015.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aifta/


	
	Agreement #2


	Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

Australia is a participant in the negotiations towards RCEP, which includes 11 other APEC economies. The objective of launching RCEP negotiations is to achieve a modern, comprehensive, high-quality and mutually beneficial economic partnership agreement that will cover trade in goods, trade in services, investment, economic and technical cooperation, intellectual property, competition, dispute settlement and other issues.
www.dfat.gov.au/fta/rcep/ 

	
	Agreement #3


	Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA)
IA-CEPA negotiations commenced in Jakarta in September 2012. IA-CEPA aims to strengthen and expand the trade, investment and economic cooperation relationship between Australia and Indonesia.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/iacepa/ 

	
	Agreement #4


	Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus

PACER Plus negotiations offer an opportunity to help Pacific Islands Forum countries benefit from enhanced regional trade and economic integration. Pacific Islands Forum Leaders launched negotiations on PACER Plus at their fortieth meeting in August 2009. Participants in the PACER Plus negotiations are: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/pacer/ 

	
	Agreement #5


	Gulf Cooperation Council(GCC)
Free Trade Agreement negotiations with the GCC, comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, commenced in July 2007. The Council has paused its trade negotiations with all partners pending a review of its trade agreement policy. In March 2014, the GCC Ministerial Council approved the resumption of FTA negotiations, but made no announcement on when negotiations would resume and with which countries.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/agccfta/ 

	
	Agreement #6


	

	
	Agreement #7


	

	
	Agreement #8


	

	
	Agreement #9


	

	
	Agreement #10


	

	
	Agreement #11


	

	
	Agreement #12


	

	
	Agreement #13


	

	
	Agreement #14


	

	
	Agreement #15


	

	
	Agreement #16


	

	
	Agreement #17


	

	
	Agreement #18


	

	
	Agreement #19


	

	
	Agreement #20


	

	- Future plans


	The Australian Prime Minister together with the President of the European Council and the President of the European Commission agreed in a joint statement on 15 November 2015 to start the process towards a comprehensive and high-quality FTA. Australian and EU officials will now begin bilateral discussions on the next steps to launch negotiations. 


	Website for further information:  
	http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/aeufta/Pages/aeufta.aspx

	Contact point for further details:
	a-eufta@dfat.gov.au


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





