 BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 
III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES
(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information
· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)
· Other voluntary reporting areas 
· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  
· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.
· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 
(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 
· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 
	Individual Action Plan Update for New Zealand for 2015

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	
TBC



	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2014 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Korea-NZ FTA came into force on 20 December 2015. Most New Zealand tariffs for goods imported under the FTA will be eliminated in the seven years following entry into force.
	The next government review of tariff levels will take place in 2016 to consider whether there is any need to vary overall tariff levels after 2017.


	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business/trade-tariffs/tariffs-in-new-zealand/tariff-changes
	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
Website for further information:

	Dumping and Countervailing Duties Act

In May 2014, the Government announced a three-year suspension of anti-dumping duties on residential building materials. This included the suspension of the existing anti-dumping duties on plasterboard, wire nails and reinforcing steel bar (the duty on reinforcing steel bar was subsequently terminated). It also prevents the imposition of any new anti-dumping duties on residential building materials for the duration of the suspension. It took effect from 1 June 2014.
Safeguards

The Trade (Safeguard Measures) Act 2014 entered into force in November 2014 and put in place a new safeguards regime for New Zealand and repealed the previous law relating to safeguards contained within the Temporary Safeguard Authorities Act 1987. The Act requires New Zealand to apply safeguard measures following WTO rules. 

http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business/trade-tariffs/trade-remedies

Animal Welfare Act 1999 Amendment
The Animal Welfare Act 1999 was amended in May 2015.  The amendments enhance the enforceability, clarity and transparency of the primary Act.  Regulations covering live animal exports, surgical and painful procedures performed on animals and minimum standards of care of and conduct towards animals are currently under development and are expected to be in force by December 2016.  The regulations will address low to medium level offending through a variety of new enforcement tools.


National Animal Identification and Tracing (Levies) Amendment Regulations 2015
The levy regulation was amended to enable levies to be collected from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016, as the previous levy regulation expired on 30 June 2015. 

For information: National Animal Identification and Tracing (NAIT) scheme traces cattle and deer movements via radio frequency identification device ear tags. Tagged animals are registered in a national database that records details on the animal’s location, movements and person in charge. The legislation supporting the NAIT scheme comprises of the NAIT Act (2012) and regulations. The regulations below are pursuant to the National Animal Identification and Tracing Act 2012.
National Animal Identification and Tracing (Obligations and Exemptions) Amendment Regulations 2015
The amendment, under regulation 17(2) imposes another condition on the exemption to tag animals that are deemed to be “impractical-to-tag” requiring the owner of the animal to pay any levy set for such animals under the National Animal Identification and Tracing Act 2012. The offence provision is amended so that it continues to apply to all conditions of exemption.


Biosecurity Amendment Act (No 2) 2105

The Biosecurity Amendment Act (No 2) 2015 amends the Biosecurity Act 1993 to impose an obligation on arriving international travellers to pay a border clearance levy. This levy funds the costs of border processing incurred by the Ministry for Primary Industries.  


Sale and Supply of Alcohol Amendment Regulations 2014

These amendment regulations came into effect on 8 January 2015.  The amendment addressed issues arising from the new Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012, which meant that some managers of licensed premises were being required to re-sit qualifications they already had, and others were acting as managers without the correct qualifications.   This ensured  that managers of licensed premises would either have the new manager’s qualification under the new Act or the old qualification with a bridging test.

Sale and Supply of Alcohol (Rugby World Cup 2015 Extended Trading Hours) Amendment Act 2015

This amendment came into force on 31 August 2015.  The amendment allowed alcohol on-licensed premises to remain open outside of their normal licensing hours to televise the 2015 Rugby World Cup.


Double Tax Agreements (Canada) Order 2015
This Order brought into force New Zealand’s Double Tax Agreement (DTA) with Canada, which was signed in 2012. New Zealand maintains a DTA network with its main trading and investment partners. DTAs reduce tax impediments to cross-border trade and investment and assist tax administration.

Double Tax Agreements (Samoa) Order 2015
This Order brought into force New Zealand’s Double Tax Agreement (DTA) with Samoa, which was signed in 2015. New Zealand maintains a DTA network with its main trading and investment partners. DTAs reduce tax impediments to cross-border trade and investment and assist tax administration.

Double Tax Agreements (United States of America—FATCA) Order 2014
This Order brought into force the bilateral agreement between New Zealand and the United States (US) with regards to the US Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA). The FATCA agreement requires New Zealand financial institutions to report to the US Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in order to ensure that US persons meet their tax obligations.

Double Tax Agreements (Viet Nam) Order 2014
This Order brought into force New Zealand’s Double Tax Agreement (DTA) with Viet Nam, which was signed in 2013. New Zealand maintains a DTA network with its main trading and investment partners. DTAs reduce tax impediments to cross-border trade and investment and assist tax administration.

Double Taxation Relief (Japan) Revocation Order 2015
This Order revoked New Zealand’s 1963 Double Tax Agreement (DTA) with Japan which has been replaced by a new DTA, signed in 2012. New Zealand maintains a DTA network with its main trading and investment partners. DTAs reduce tax impediments to cross-border trade and investment and assist tax administration.

Climate Change (Eligible Industrial Activities) Amendment Regulations 2015

These amendment regulations were made on 30 March 2015 and came into force on 3 April 2015. They replaced regulation 7(4) and prescribe the allocative baselines for 2014 to 2016 for products produced by New Zealand Aluminium Smelters Limited.

Climate Change (Eligible Industrial Activities) Amendment Regulations 2014 

These amendment regulations were made on 14 April 2014 and came into force on 18 April 2014. The amendment prescribes the allocative baselines for 2013 to 2015 for products produced by New Zealand Aluminium Smelters Limited.

Climate Change (Eligible Industrial Activities) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2014 

These regulations, which came into force on 1 January 2015, amend the allocative baseline figures for the production of burnt lime and the production of caustic soda in the principal regulations.

Climate Change (Forestry Sector) Amendment Regulations 2015

These Amendment regulations were made on 21 September 2015 and came into force on 1 January 2016. The tables in Schedules 4 and 6 of the principal regulations relating to the pre-calculated values of carbon stock per hectare for exotic hardwoods are extended to include forests older than 25 years so as to allow an accurate estimate of carbon stocks in those forests.

Climate Change (Liquid Fossil Fuel) Amendment Regulations 2014

These Amendment Regulations were made on 1 December 2014 and came into force on 4 March 2015. They amended the Climate Change (Liquid Fossil Fuel) Regulations 2008 to increase the default emission factor for automotive and marine diesel prescribed in the Schedule of those regulations from 2.670 tCO2e/kl to 2.685 tCO2e/kl.

Climate Change (Liquid Fossil Fuel) Amendment Regulations 2015

These Amendment Regulations were made on 21 September 2015 and came into force on 29 December 2015.  They amended the Climate Change (Liquid Fossil Fuel) Regulations 2008 by replacing Regulation 7 of the principal regulations to allow opt-in participants to deduct from their emissions calculations emissions related to liquid fossil fuels that are exported from New Zealand. As these deductions can currently be made by obligation participants, the effect of the amendments is to address the inconsistency of treatment between opt-in participants and obligation participants.

Climate Change Response (Unit Restriction) Amendment Act 2014

This amendment to the Climate Change Response Act 2002 came into force on 16 May 2014. The amendment removed a loophole in the NZ ETS that allowed post-1989 forest land participants opportunities to arbitrage New Zealand Units multiple times by registering in, then de-registering multiple times. Reregistration arbitrage is an unintended consequence in the operation of the NZ ETS. 

Climate Change (Stationary Energy and Industrial Processes) Amendment Regulations 2014

The regulations came into force on 4 March 2015, and applied from 31 December 2014. The amendments made a technical amendment, updates several emissions factors set in the regulations geothermal fluid emissions, gas emissions, and adds emissions factors for additional geothermal and gas fields into Schedule 2 

Climate Change (Stationary Energy and Industrial Processes) Amendment Regulations 2015

These regulations came into force on 1 January 2016 and applied from 1 January 2016.  They amend the principal regulations to: clarify emissions reporting for a sub-class of export coal, specify that a natural gas opt-in participant may use a Unique Emissions Factor if one has been approved for use by that participant by the Environmental Protection Authority and update the emissions factors specified in table 10 of Schedule 2 for accuracy.

Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2014 and 2015 

These two separate amendments specify the price of carbon for the 2015 and 2016 levy years and prescribe the rates of levy for leviable motor vehicles and goods for the 2015 and 2016 levy years.

Climate Change (Unique Emissions Factors) Amendment Regulations 2014
This amendment was to correct an inconsistency in a 2013 amendment to the principal regulations and was superseded by the 2015 amendment.

Climate Change (Unique Emissions Factors) Amendment Regulations 2015
These regulations were made on 25 September 2015 and came into force on 1 January 2016. The Amendments include an update the default emissions factor in the Climate Change (Waste) Regulations 2010 and specify methods for calculating methane gas emissions from landfills.

Climate Change (Unit Register) Regulations 2014 

These regulations were made on 1 December 2014 and some amendments came into force on 1 January 2015, others on 1 June 2015. The amendments concern the movement of units (repayment, transfer, carry-over) between commitment period 1 to commitment period 2 of the Kyoto Protocol.  They also made technical changes to how the emissions registry operates.

Climate Change (Waste) Regulations 2015

These regulations were made on 21 September 2015 and came into force on 1 January 2016. They update the default emissions factor used in calculating emissions from operating disposal facilities, so that it aligns with updated average waste composition data.


Medicines Amendment Regulations 2014 

These regulations came into force on 1 July 2014, and amended the Medicines Regulations 1984 consequentially on the making of the District Courts Rules 2014 (from the previous District Court Rules 2009).

Medicines Amendment Regulations 2015 
Inserting a new regulation that declares that fluoridating agents for use in fluoridating drinking water nor fluoridated drinking water are medicines or related products in NZ. 

Medicines Amendment Regulations 2015 (2) 

Legislation update to confirm the reclassification of certain medicines notified by Gazette notices. 

Medicines (Approved Laboratories and Analysts in Charge) Amendment Notice 2014 

This notice came into force on 28 February 2014, and amends the principal notice to designate Dr Stephen John Cordiner, BSc (Hons), PhD, as the analyst in charge of the Institute of Environmental Science and Research Limited at Kenepuru Drive, Porirua. Dr Cordiner replaces Peter Douglas Wilson, MSc, who has retired as analyst in charge of the laboratory at Porirua.

Medicines (Designated Prescriber—Dietitians) Regulations 2015 

This amendment came into force on 3 August 2015. The effect was to permit certain dietitians to prescribe specified prescription medicines. 


The Reserve Bank of New Zealand has made a number of updates since 2014, as follows: 

Made under the Insurance (Prudential Supervision) Act 2010
· Solvency Standard for Life Insurance Business 2014
· Solvency Standard for Non-life Insurance Business 2014 

· Solvency Standard for Captive Insurers Transacting Non-life Insurance Business 2014
· Solvency Standard for Non-life Insurance Business in Run-off 2014
· Solvency Standard for New Zealand Local Government Insurance Corporation Limited 2014
· Solvency Standard for Variable Annuity Business 2015
These set solvency requirements for insurers in the categorises named in the title of each standard. The first four of these standards replaced earlier standards that previously covered the same matters. The last two of these standards are entirely new. 

Made under the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Act 1989
· Registered Bank Disclosure Statements (New Zealand Incorporated Registered Banks) Order 2014 
· Registered Bank Disclosure Statements (Overseas Incorporated Registered Banks) Order 2014 

These set out the contents of Disclosure Statements that must be prepared on a quarterly basis by banks that are registered in New Zealand (whether incorporated in New Zealand or another country). They replace earlier Orders that carried out this role.    

Made under the Non-bank Deposit Takers Act (or its predecessor, Part 5D of the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Act)
· Deposit Takers (Charities) Exemption Notice 2014
This exemption provides an exemption for charitable entities from the requirements of the prudential regime for Non-bank Deposit Takers.

· Non-bank Deposit Takers Act Commencement Order 2014
This Order brought into force the Non-bank Deposit Takers Act 2013 which replaced Part 5D of the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Act 1989 and provides for the prudential regulation of Non-bank Deposit Takers.

· Non-bank Deposit Takers Act Commencement Order (No 2) 2014
This Order brought into force a minor consequential amendment to the Non-bank Deposit Takers Act 2013 relating to another piece of legislation

· Non-bank Deposit Takers (Debt Securities and Suitability Concerns) Regulations 2014
These Regulations provide for the categorisations of certain financial products as debt securities for the purposes of the Non-bank Deposit Takers regime. They also provide for specified “suitability concerns” that, if raised in respect of a director or senior officer of a Non-bank Deposit Takers, trigger a suitability assessment of that person by the Reserve Bank

· Non-bank Deposit Takers (Declared-out Entities) Regulations 2015
These Regulations declare certain entities and classes of entities out of the definition of Non-bank Deposit Taker. This has the effect of excluding these entities from the prudential regime for Non-bank Deposit Takers. 


Building Amendment Act 2013 Commencement Order 2014

New consumer protection measures in the Building Amendment Act 2013 were brought into force from 1 January 2015 by the Building Amendment Act 2013 Commencement Order 2014. For residential building work exceeding $30,000, builders must have written contracts, provide information on their relevant skills, experience and qualifications, and disclose their insurance and warranty cover.

For more information:

http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-consumer-protections-building-work-0
http://www.dbh.govt.nz/building-amendment-act-2013
Construction Contracts Amendment Act 2015

The Construction Contracts Act 2002 (the Act) contains provisions relating to payments under construction contracts, and provides for the adjudication of disputes under construction contracts.

Under the Construction Contracts Amendment Act 2015:

· from 1 December 2015, residential and commercial construction contracts are treated the same under the Act, and adjudication and enforcement processes are improved

· from 1 September 2016, design, engineering and quantity surveying work is included in the Act

· from 31 March 2017 retention money withheld under commercial construction contracts must be held on trust.

For more information:

http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-construction-law-better-protects-subbies
http://www.building.govt.nz/construction-contracts-amendment-act

	Dumping and Countervailing Duties Act

In August 2015, the Government agreed to the introduction of a bounded public interest test into New Zealand's anti-dumping and countervailing duties regime. The public interest test will allow the government to consider whether an anti-dumping duty or countervailing duty is in the wider public interest.

Animal Welfare (Cost Recovery) Regulations 

Regulations are currently being drafted to create compliance tools to include infringement and compliance notices. These will enable the New Zealand Government to act more proactively to prevent or mitigate animal suffering by requiring operators to change their methods to ensure compliance with the Act or its Regulations.

Agricultural Compounds and Veterinary Medicines Amendment Bill 
Once enacted, the Agricultural Compounds and Veterinary Medicines Amendment Bill will extend data protection provisions to incentivise registrations of new agricultural chemicals and/or variations to their use.  This will encourage suppliers to register new products or new uses in the small New Zealand market.




 

	
	Health 
Psychoactive Substances Amendment Act 2014
The Government amended the Psychoactive Substances Act 2013 in 2014 to remove all interim approved psychoactive substances from the market until further testing confirms they present a low risk of harm to users. No psychoactive substances will be returned to the market until they have gone through an approval process, which includes thorough testing to prove low risk of harm. 

There are currently no approved products. 


	Health 

Therapeutic Products Bill 
A Therapeutic Products Bill will establish a new domestic regulatory regime for therapeutic products, replacing the Medicines Act 1981. This follows the cessation of the Australia New Zealand Therapeutic Products Agency (ANZTPA) project. As well as replacing and modernising the regulatory arrangements for medicines, the regime will provide regulation of all therapeutic products. This includes medical devices and cell and tissue therapies which are currently not fully regulated in New Zealand. The intention is for the Bill to be introduced to Parliament in 2016.
Health (Protection) Amendment Bill 

This Bill comprises two Parts - the first Part will update the Health Act's provisions for the surveillance and control of infectious diseases.  This will be achieved through five main sets of provisions:

· establishing a set of principles to guide the use of the infectious disease provisions (eg, protecting public health, proportionality of measures, respect for individuals, a preference for voluntary compliance etc);

· improving disease surveillance by creating a new category of notifiable disease, which will be reported to the Medical Officer of Health without identifying information such as name or address - in the first instance four STIs will be in this new category;

· powers for a Medical Officer of Health to direct a person to do certain things (or stop doing certain things) to protect public health;

· powers for the courts to issue enforceable orders to persons for generally the same sorts of things as a direction;

· powers to support contact tracing.

Part 2 of the Bill will prohibit the provision of artificial UV tanning services (commercial 'sunbeds') to persons under the age of 18.

It is intended that the Bill will be passed in early 2016.

Radiation Safety Bill

This Bill will replace the existing statutory framework for regulating the importation, manufacture, sale, use and disposal (including export) of sources of ionising radiation.  As now, all imports, use etc of radiation sources (whether radioactive material or irradiating apparatus) will be subject to a licensing regime which will operate as closely as possible to the principles of cost recovery.  The new legislation seeks to balance the safe and beneficial uses of radiation technology while ensuring the protection of human health and the environment.  The Bill will also provide a means for New Zealand to comply with certain international obligations relating to nuclear safety and counter-terrorism.

It is intended that the Bill will be passed in early 2016.


	Services

Website for further information:  


Website for further information:  


Website for further information:  


	Review of qualifications on the New Zealand Qualifications Framework

NZQA is continuing to review individual qualifications to ensure that they remain useful, relevant and fit for purpose. Since January 2014, the number of level 1-6 qualifications listed on the Framework has reduced from 3517 to 2159 in November 2015. 

Education: http://www.education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/consultations-and-reviews/recent-consultations-and-reviews/submissions-sought-on-the-new-regulations-for-better-supporting-international-students/

Financial Services
Major reforms have been made to New Zealand’s securities law under the Financial Markets Conduct Act (FMC Act). The Act makes important changes to the rules for how financial products and services are offered to the public and how they are governed and operated. 

The reforms have been implemented in two phases:

· Phase 1, implemented on 1 April 2014, introduced changes including new fair dealing requirements and the introduction of equity crowd-funding and peer-to-peer lending. 

· Phase 2, implemented on 1 December 2014, commenced the remainder of the Act including new disclosure rules and online registers for offers of financial products and managed investment schemes. 

Regulations came into force on 1 December 2014 to commence the core requirements of the FMC regime. Supplementary regulations were made in November 2015 to provide relief to issuers by better tailoring FMC requirements for non-standard offers. Further supplementary regulations are expected to be made in mid-2016.
Financial Services: http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business/business-law/financial-markets-conduct-act
Transport Services

Air

New Zealand has enhanced its air services relationships with the following APEC economies: China; Hong Kong, China; and the Philippines.

New rules have been introduced governing the use of remotely piloted aircraft, including drones.
Transport: http://www.caa.govt.nz/rpas/rpas_faqs.html

Credit Contracts and Consumer Finance Amendment Regulations 2015
These regulations set out a number of new conditions: 

setting out the precise information on borrowing costs that lenders must make publicly available;

in respect of information that a creditor must disclose to an individual borrower, setting out model disclosure statements that creditors can use;

setting the maximum fine for a creditor’s failure to comply with disclosure requirements;

in respect of credit card companies, requiring companies to warn card holders that making only minimum repayments means they will pay more interest; and exempting certain (non-consumer) credit contracts from s 99B of the Credit Contracts and Consumer Finance Act 2003, which prevents a creditor from enforcing certain rights if it is not registered under the Financial Service Providers Act 2008.

Gambling Amendment Act
In 2015 the Gambling Amendment Act was passed, making several changes to the Gambling Act. 

More information can be found: https://www.dia.govt.nz/ 

Fair Trading (Uninvited Direct Sales—Financial Products) Regulations 2014
These regulations, which come into force on 17 June 2014, exempt certain classes of agreements for the issue or sale of financial products from the uninvited direct sales provisions in subpart 2 of Part 4A of the Fair Trading Act 1986. The uninvited direct sales provisions also come into force on 17 June 2014 and replace the provisions of the Door to Door Sales Act 1967.

The exemptions are based on similar exemptions in section 34 of the Financial Markets Conduct Act 2013 (which prohibits offers of financial products in the course of unsolicited meetings with consumers). The exemptions apply in relation to 
· offers to wholesale investors (for example, investment businesses or large entities):

· offers to investors who are close business associates of the offeror or are relatives of the offeror:

· offers through a licensee for a discretionary investment management service:

· offers under employee share purchase schemes or dividend reinvestment plans:

· offers to persons who are under the control of wholesale investors or certain other persons who do not require disclosure under that Act:

· offers through financial advisers (who are required to comply with obligations under the Financial Advisers Act 2008):

· offers of standard banking products by a registered bank or a subsidiary of a registered bank.
	Review of qualifications on the New Zealand Qualifications Framework

The review of qualifications will be completed in 2016, by which point approximately 1300 qualifications will be listed on the Framework.
The Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students

The Ministry of Education is currently revising the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students (the Code) and will release a finalised version at the beginning of February 2016. The Code sets out the minimum standards of advice and service that international students that international students can expect and provides a procedure to follow if there are concerns about the treatment received from an education provider or agent of a provider
NZQA, as Code administrator, is responsible for the Code Guidelines (the Guidelines). NZQA is currently revising the Guidelines with input from an education sector subject matter expert group. These Guidelines will be released for wider public consultation at the beginning of February 2016. The new Code and new Guidelines will come into force in at the beginning of July 2016.
Financial Services

A review of the Financial Advisors Act and Financial Services Providers Act is underway to ensure that these Acts are promoting investor confidence in the financial advice industry as was intended. The review has identified barriers that are impeding the better functions of the two Acts. In particular there is a need to simplify the regime and ensure more consumers can access advice, including those with simple questions and those without large sums to invest. 
An Options Paper was released for public consultation in November 2015. It seeks feedback on a range of potential options to improve outcomes for the industry and consumers. Final recommendations are expected to be made to the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs by July 2016.
Transport Services 

Air

New Zealand is seeking to liberalise/further liberalise its air services relationships with the following APEC economies: China; Korea; Mexico; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Thailand; and Viet Nam.

New Zealand currently has 62 separate agreements and will continue to negotiate new agreements to improve connectivity. 

New Zealand is undertaking an extensive review of its Civil Aviation Act 1990.
See also: http://www.transport.govt.nz/air/caa-act1990-aa-act1966-review-consultation/


	Investment


	Companies Amendment Act and Limited Partnerships Amendment Act

The Companies Amendment Act and the Limited Partnerships Amendment Act received Royal Assent on 2 July 2014. Changes introduced by these Acts include new offences for breaches of directors’ duties and the requirement that companies and limited partnerships have a New Zealand-resident agent.   


Companies (Maximum Priority Amount) Order 2015
This order, which comes into force on 30 September 2015, sets the adjusted maximum priority amount that applies to certain preferential claims by employee creditors of a company in liquidation. 


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	Acts are available at:

Companies Amendment Act 2014
Limited Partnerships Amendment Act 2014 


	Asia Region Managed Funds Passport

New Zealand has been working with a number of other APEC economies to develop a managed funds passport to allow a managed fund based in one jurisdiction to be offered more easily to investors in other participating jurisdictions. This is intended to provide investors with access to a greater range of investment opportunities. 


The rules of the Passport are expected to be finalised in early 2016.

http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business/business-law/asia-region-funds-passport


	Standards and Conformance


	Alignment with International standards

At 30 June 2015, there were 3001 standards in the NZ standards catalogue.  44% were identical to International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) or International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) standards.  2603 (87%) were aligned with Australia.
Participation in international standardisation activities

In the year ending on 30 June 2015, NZ held participant or observer status in 180 ISO and 117 IEC technical  committees and subcommittees.


Legal Metrology

In the area of Legal Metrology, New Zealand continues to actively participate in International Organisation of Legal Metrology (OIML) and Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) activities and technical work.  In 2014 New Zealand hosted the 49th OIML and 21st APLMF annual international meetings.

In May 2015 Trading Standards provided trainers and delivered a regional training course on Pre-packaged Goods in Bandung, Indonesia as part of the Metrology – Enabling Developing Economies in Asia (MEDEA) project sponsored by PTB in Germany and supported by APLMF.

In June 2015 Trading Standards provided technical experts and facilitated an ASEAN workshop on testing pre-packaged goods and the development of a regional quantity mark system.

MBIE Trading Standards chairs the APLMF Working Group on Goods packed by Measure.  In October 2015 New Zealand also took over responsibility for the Presidency and Secretariat of APLMF for a period of 4 years.  This involves a significant commitment of resources in support of this regional organisation, formed by APEC, aimed at supporting regional development, reduction of technical barriers and harmonisation in the area of legal metrology.

	Participation in relevant international fora

New Zealand maintains active participation in relevant international fora such as the WTO TBT and SPS Committees. 

Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) staff hold the following positions:

· Chair of the IAF MLA Committee and member of the IAF Executive Committee

· Chair of Public Accountants Council (PAC) and member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) and PAC Executive Committee

Co-convener of the IAF Working Group on Food.
Changes to the standards and accreditation system

In October 2015, New Zealand passed legislation updating and strengthening its standards and accreditation system.  The new Standards and Accreditation Act 2015 aims to ensure that the New Zealand’s standards and accreditation system is viable, well-functioning, and meets the needs of business, regulators, and consumers into the future.

Key aspects of the new system include:

· Establishing a new independent statutory board, called the Standards Approval Board, to approve New Zealand Standards and membership of Standards development committees, and an independent Statutory Officer.

· Retaining and strengthening key elements of the current arrangements, such as codifying in legislation the role of technical experts in developing Standards

· Locating the Standards development function in the Ministry of Business, Innovation  and Employment (MBIE) ensuring closer alignment with government objectives such as economic growth, international trade, innovation and health and safety

· Strengthening the existing cost recovery arrangements, by providing for full lifecycle costing of Standards and improved access to Standards.

The new law also updates arrangements for accreditation in New Zealand to ensure they remain relevant to the needs of exporters and key domestic service providers.
The arrangements for accreditation came into force immediately.  New arrangements for standards will come into force in early 2016, once the Standards Approval Board has been appointed. In the meantime the current standards body, Standards New Zealand, will continue to provide support for Standards development and approval as the transition process continues.

It is vital for New Zealand to maintain our linkages with the international Standards community. The new Standards development and approval function will continue to meet international expectations and guidance from ISO and IEC and meet New Zealand’s obligations in relation to the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement. 
Participation in relevant international fora

Continue leadership and provision of Secretariat support services to APLMF to facilitate completion of its work programme.


	Website for further information:  
	www.standards.co,nz
www.ianz.govt.nz
www.jas-anz.com.au
www.msl.irl.cri.nz
www.mbie.govt.nz/tradingstandards
	

	Customs Procedures


	· Customs and Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) have been developing the Joint Border Management System (JBMS) to enable smarter, swifter border processing for goods going in and out of New Zealand. JBMS is being delivered in phases to allow each part of the system to be thoroughly tested before release to industry. A major part of JBMS is Trade Single Window (TSW). TSW has been up and running since August 2013. Brokers can now go online to register and manager their own information and client and supplier code applications through the TSW.  


	· Customs and MPI will continue developing the JBMS. The next major release under the JBMS is the Inward Cargo Report as well as Advance Notice of Arrival, Advance Notice of Departure, Excise, and enhanced real-time risk & intelligence capability. 

· Customs has been undertaking a major review of the Customs and Excise Act 1996 to create a piece of legislation that can respond efficiently to changes in technology, business practices, and government policy. A Discussion Paper was produced to enable businesses, traders, travelers, and members of the public to give feedback on proposed changes to the Act. Submissions for this closed on 1 May 2015. Following the consultation process, Cabinet is in the process of reviewing changes to the legislation. 
· Customs has been preparing for HS2017 transposition updates to the product specific rules schedules for all our existing FTAs. 

· The new Customs and Excise Act is being drafted and a Bill will be introduced in 2016.


	Website for further information:  
	http://www.customs.govt.nz/features/jointbordermanagement/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.customs.govt.nz/news/legislation/Pages/customsandexciseact.aspx
Customs and Excise Amendment Act 2014
A new section was added to facilitate access by the New Zealand Security Intelligence Service and the New Zealand Police, for counter-terrorism investigation purposes, to information stored in New Zealand Customs Service’s database. 

Customs and Excise Amendment Act 2015
New sections were added to the Act to enable New Zealand Customs Services to collect levies from travellers to recover border processing costs. 

Customs and Excise Amendment Act (No 2) 2015
Sections on prohibited exports and imports, and relevant offence provision were amended. 

Customs and Excise Amendment Regulations 2014
New Zealand passenger arrival card (Schedule 2 Forms 3, Customs and Excise Regulations 1996) was updated.  

 

Customs and Excise (Border Processing—Trade Single Window) Amendment Regulations 2014
A few regulations relating to Trade Single Windows were revoked or amended, and some new regulations were inserted. 

Customs and Excise (Border Processing—Trade Single Window and Duties) Amendment Act 2014
A few sections in the Act relating to Trade Single Windows and duties were amended, and some new sections were added to the Act. 

Customs and Excise (Expiry Date for Interim Arrangements for Information Sharing for Joint Border Management) Order 2015
This order appointed 1 August 2016 as an expiry date of interim arrangements for information sharing for Joint Border Management. 

Customs and Excise (Rules of Origin for Republic of Korea FTA Goods) Amendment Regulations 2015
This amendment was part of the implementation of the Republic of Korean-NZ Free Trade Agreement. Provisions relating to Republic of Korea and a new Schedule 9 (Variation to Annex 3-1 (Product Specific Rules of Origin) of Republic of Korea FTA) were inserted. 

Customs and Excise Amendment Act 2015 

In April 2015, the Government agreed to impose a Levy to recover the costs incurred by the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and the NZ Customs Service in delivering their respective functions in relation to people arriving and departing from New Zealand. This has been given effect through the Customs and Excise Amendment Act 2015 .

Under the legislation, all people that arrive or depart from New Zealand from 1 January 2016 are liable for the costs incurred by NZC in relation to the delivery of their border functions.

	

	Contact point for further details:
	jbms@customs.govt.nz
C&EReview@customs.govt.nz

	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Haka Ka Mate Attribution Act 2014

This Act came into force in April 2014. The Act provides a right of attribution to Māori tribe Ngati Toa in relation to the haka Ka Mate. Any person who uses the words or associated actions and choreography of the Ka Mate in any publication for commercial purposes, any communication to the public, or in any firm that is shown or issues to the public must make an attribution statement. The statement must say that Te Rauparaha was the composer of Ka Mate and a chief of Ngati Toa Rangatira. 

	

	
	Patents

The Patents Act 2013 and Patents Regulations 2014 entered into force on 13 September 2014.  The new Act, which repeals and replaces the Patents Act 1953, provides for stricter criteria for granting a patent than those applied under the Patents Act 1953.

	

	Website for further information:  
	For Patents: http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2013/0068/latest/DLM1419043.html?src=qs
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2014/0275/latest/DLM6166201.html?src=qs
	

	
	Geographical Indications

The Geographical Indications (Wines and Spirits) Registration Amendment Bill was introduced into Parliament on 3 November 2015.  This Bill amends the Geographical Indications (Wines and Spirits) Registration Act 2006.  When the Amendment Bill is enacted, it will allow the 2006 Act to be brought into force.  This will allow geographical indications to be formally registered in New Zealand. The Government has taken action in order to bring the Act into force in 2016. 
	Geographical Indications

Regulations will be required to implement the geographical indications registration system established by the 2006 Act.  It is intended that an exposure draft of the regulations will be released for public comment in early 2016.

	
	Copyright (Infringing File Sharing and Cellular Mobile Networks) Order 2015
This order repeals section 122S(2) of the Copyright Act 1994 (the Act) on 30 September 2015. Internet protocol address providers are currently exempted from the requirement to issue infringement notices for alleged copyright breaches in respect of services provided by way of a cellular mobile network. The effect of this order is to extend that exemption indefinitely.
	

	
Website for further information:


	www.mbie.govt.nz 

www.iponz.govt.nz
	Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand (IPONZ)

Planned improvements include:

· Continuous improvement programme for our online service delivery
· Continued improvement to frameworks that support delivery of robust intellectual property rights through quality examination and hearings decisions
· Cultivating international relationships to gain benefits of joining international treaties, harmonisation and knowledge sharing

· Continuing our efforts to share our knowledge with and assist ASEAN nations to accede to Madrid Protocol 
· Continue to support  AANZFTA Economic Work Programme IP projects by providing IPONZ expertise on request
· Improving IP awareness amongst NZ businesses.

www.mbie.govt.nz 

www.iponz.govt.nz

	
	Single Economic Market between Australia and New Zealand

Single patent application process and single patent examination process

IP Australia and IPONZ agreed on an implementation plan to improve the way patent applications are processed and examined. The implementation plan has three main stages: working sharing, single application process and single examiner process. The primary goals of the single application and single examiner processes are to remove duplication and drive efficiencies.

Regulation of patent attorneys

The governments of New Zealand and Australia have agreed to implement a single trans-Tasman registration regime for patent attorneys practicing in Australia and New Zealand. Implementation work is progressing.
See: Patents (Trans-Tasman Patent Attorneys and Other Matters) Amendment Bill. 

	Single Economic Market between Australia and New Zealand

Single patent application process and single patent examination process
IPONZ and IP Australia have developed high level designs for both processes and are currently working on the detailed frameworks, with the intention to go out for public consultation in mid-2016 and to implement a pilot program in 2017.

Cabinet has approved the proposal to implement the processes through legislative amendments to the Patents Act 2013.
Regulation of patent attorneys

Enactment of the Patents (Trans-Tasman Patent Attorneys and Other Matters) Amendment Bill in 2016 will allow implementation of the single trans-Tasman registration regime for patent attorneys to be coordinated with Australia.  The Australian and New Zealand governments will be announcing an implementation dated towards the end of 2016.  

	Website for further information:
	www.mbie.govt.nz 


	www.mbie.govt.nz 



	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Competition Policy


	General Competition Policy

The Credit Contracts and Consumer Finance Act 2003 was amended in June 2014. The key changes to the Act were: 

· the introduction of ‘responsible lending’ principles and the Responsible Lending Code; 

· creditors being required to make initial disclosure before the contract is entered into; 

· a new process for ‘unforeseen hardship’ applications; 

· the ‘cooling-off’ period is extended to five days from three; and 

· the incorporation of repossession of consumer goods into the Act (as the Credit (Repossession) Act 1997 was repealed). 

The Government’s Business Growth Agenda 2015, issued on 6 October 2015, repeated the previous year’s announcement that the Government will “review the misuse of market power prohibition and related matters” in the Commerce Act 1986. The main issues to be examined are taking advantage of market power for an anti-competitive purpose (sections 36 of the Act), the cease-and-desist regime (sections 74AA-74D) and the possibility of equipping the NZCC with a power to undertake market studies. An Issues Paper will likely be released in late 2015.

Organised Crime and Anti-corruption Legislation Bill

This Bill, which passed its third reading in Parliament on 5 November 2015, strengthens the law to combat organised crime and corruption. The Bill implements proposals aiming to improve New Zealand’s ability to collaborate with international efforts to disrupt and respond to organised crime. It also enhances New Zealand’s compliance with a number of international conventions and enabled ratification of the UN Convention against Corruption.


	General Competition Policy
Competition in international air services is currently regulated by both Part 9 of the Civil Aviation Act 1990 (CAA) and the Commerce Act. Certain international air services trade practices can be exempted from the Commerce Act if they meet criteria in the CAA and are authorised by the Minister of Transport.

In its 2012 International Freight Transport Services Inquiry, the New Zealand Productivity Commission (NZPC) recommended, subject to a review of passenger-specific impacts, that the Government should consider removing the Commerce Act exemption for regulating international air services. The NZPC considered that a process of authorising trade practices under a Commerce Act-only regime would be more effective. It would impart a stricter public benefit test that will maximise the likelihood that efficiency-enhancing trade practices are authorised, and minimise the chances that harmful forms of competition are authorised.

The New Zealand Ministry of Transport is currently reviewing the provisions of Part 9 of the CAA as part of a broader CAA review. It is considering whether the competition regime for international air services should remain under the CAA as a sector-specific regime, or be moved to the Commerce Act.
The Commerce (Cartels and Other Matters) Amendment Bill was introduced into the New Zealand Parliament on 13 October 2011, and is currently awaiting Committee stage in Parliament, with the intention of being passed. The Bill proposes a new exemption regime for collaborative activities, an associated clearance regime.
A key feature of the Bill is that it clarifies the definition of cartel conduct to include the forms of cartel behaviour as defined by the OECD: price fixing, output restriction, and market allocation. Cartel conduct is currently prohibited under section 30 of the Commerce Act only to the extent that there is an effect on the price for goods or services. The definition of cartel conduct in the Bill makes it clear that contracts, arrangements and understandings that contain, or give effect to, any of the specified forms of cartel conduct are prohibited.

As a counterbalance to this more inclusive definition of cartel conduct, the Bill focuses on the substance of collaborative conduct (rather than on the form) by introducing a collaborative activity exemption. The purpose of the exemption is to ensure that legitimate pro-competitive collaborations are not prohibited. The exemption applies to all pro-competitive, efficiency-enhancing collaborations and not only to structural joint ventures, as currently provided under the Commerce Act.

The Bill also introduces a clearance regime to enable firms to approach the NZCC for a ruling on whether a proposed arrangement entered into by parties involved in a collaborative activity would raise competition concerns. In order to grant a clearance, the NZCC would need to be satisfied that the arrangement would not have, or would not be likely to have, the effect of substantially lessening competition in a market, and that if the relevant activity contains a cartel provision, that the provision is reasonably necessary for the purpose of the collaborative activity.

As recommended by the Commerce Select Committee, the Bill will repeal the out-dated competition regime for international shipping in the Shipping Act 1987. Under the Bill, competition in international shipping will be regulated under the Commerce Act. This will take the form of applying the Commerce Act to international shipping, thereby removing the exemption for price-fixing and capacity-limiting agreements. 




	
	
	Dairy Industry 

At the request of the Government, the Commerce Commission is preparing a report on the state of competition in New Zealand dairy markets.  This report is due to be completed in late February 2016.  This will help to inform the Government’s decision about whether to promote changes to the Dairy Industry Restructuring Act 2001 (DIRA) which reset the market share thresholds or promote a transition pathway to deregulation (or both).

	
	
	Telecommunications 

The Telecommunications Act 2001 created an industry-specific regulatory regime for telecommunications, overseen by the Telecommunications Commissioner within the New Zealand Commerce Commission.

The New Zealand Commerce Commission can set comprehensive terms and conditions for regulated wholesale telecommunications services, such as interconnection, unbundled local loop services and mobile termination. It can also recommend that new wholesale telecommunications services be regulated, and if the recommendation is accepted by the Minister for Communications, then the service can be added to the schedule of regulated services under the Telecommunications Act. The New Zealand Commerce Commission produces regular reports on developments in competition in telecommunications markets under its general monitoring powers.
In November 2014 the New Zealand Government initiated the second phase of its ongoing review of the Telecommunications Act. The purpose of the review is to set the rules for competition in telecommunications markets from 2020 onwards particularly in regards to the price of accessing the fibre network. 
The review will take account of changes in market structure, technology, and competitive conditions in the telecommunications industry, including the impact of fibre, copper, wireless, and other telecommunications network investment. A discussion document was released in September 2015 considering the following matters:
· Outcomes and goals for the New Zealand communications sector

· Setting wholesale prices for fixed line services after 2020

· The mobile sector and radio spectrum

· The regulatory toolkit for communications

· Congestion and net neutrality

· Switching over to fibre from copper service
Following policy consideration, the government will undertake targeted consultation on more detailed implementation issues in early 2016. If required, legislative change will follow. The review must be completed by March 2019.

	Website for further information:  
	www.mbie.govt.nz
www.comcom.govt.nz 

www.mpi.govt.nz
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Melanie.porter@mbie.govt.nz
	

	Government Procurement 
	Collaborative contracts (involving clusters of agencies) continue to be developed across a variety of categories. 

The Government Electronic Tenders Service (GETS) www.gets.govt.nz was updated and became operational in mid-2014.

The Government Rules of Sourcing (introduced in 2013) were reviewed and updated in Additional All-of-Government (AoG) contracts were established for: banking services, risk management and insurance, rental vehicles, and some consultancy services. Initial all-of-government contracts for vehicles, IT hardware, office consumables and print devices have been re-tendered, having come to term.

In May 2014 the Rules were amended to implement the Cabinet’s decision to rescind Rule 67, which required agencies to source cleaning services only from members of the Building Services Contractors Association. 

In 2015 changes consisted primarily of clarifications and explanations and not new requirements. The Rules remain aligned with international good practice, and demonstrate that New Zealand’s government procurement is open, transparent and accountable. 

Mandatory coverage of the Government Rules of Sourcing was extended beyond public service departments to a wider range of government agencies under the Crown Entities Act 2004, effective 1 February 2015.
A suite of six guides were published to support good practice across large construction projects. The suite is made up of the following guides:

•
Matching capability to complexity

•
Developing your procurement strategy

•
Achieving construction productivity gains by adopting Building Information Modelling (BIM)

•
Risk and value management

•
Health and safety and employment standards at work

Included in the suite is specific guidance on how government agencies can take a lead role to improve workplace safety when managing construction projects. 

New Zealand acceded to the plurilateral WTO Government Procurement Agreement on 12 August 2015.
	AoG contract for air travel comes up for renewal or re-tendering in December 2016.

Subject to consultation and approval by Cabinet, standardised tender documentation may become an approved government model template (as provided for in the Government Rules of Sourcing) which government agencies will be required to use.

	Website for further information:  
	www.procurement.govt.nz
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Karen English: Karen.english@mbie.govt.nz
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	No change since 2014 IAP submission.
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	No change since 2014 IAP submission.
	Provide brief points only

	Contact point for further details:
	For ROOs

Dave Haigh (Manager, Trade Access, New Zealand Customs Service): Dave.haigh@customs.govt.nz
Chris Mullinder (Principal Analyst, Trade Access, New Zealand Customs Service): Chris.Mullinder@customs.govt.nz

	

	Dispute Resolution

	Disputes between Governments

Since the last IAP report in 2014, the New Zealand - Korea Free Trade Agreement entered into force.  This Agreement includes dispute settlement provisions for State-State disputes, which involve consultations followed by recourse to dispute settlement procedures.  The possibility of good offices, conciliation and mediation as an alternative is also offered. 

In addition, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement was signed in Auckland on 4 February 2016.  The TPP Agreement includes dispute settlement provisions for State-State disputes, which involve consultations followed by recourse to dispute settlement procedures.  The possibility of good offices, conciliation and mediation as an alternative is also offered. 

New Zealand has participated in the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding Review and in WTO Dispute Settlement proceedings.  For more information on New Zealand’s participation please see https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/trade-law-and-dispute-settlement/current-disputes/ 
Disputes between Governments and Private Entities:
Since the last report in 2014, the New Zealand - Korea Free Trade Agreement entered into force.  This Agreement includes investor-State dispute settlement provisions for settling investment disputes between a Party and an investor of another Party, including through consultations and negotiations, followed by recourse to arbitration provided that the disputing investor obtains the disputing Party’s written consent to arbitration.

	Disputes between Governments 

New Zealand continues to negotiate the following agreements, and expects that they will provide for dispute settlement mechanisms similar to those in New Zealand’s existing free trade and investment agreements:

· The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations among 16 countries: the 10 members of ASEAN (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam) and the six countries with which ASEAN has existing Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) – Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea, and New Zealand.
· An investment protocol with Hong Kong, China;

· A free trade agreement with India;

New Zealand and the Gulf Cooperation Council have concluded negotiations on a free trade agreement, the text of which includes dispute settlement mechanisms.
New Zealand continues to participate in the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding Review. 



	Mobility of Business People


	From September 2015, New Zealand now issues APEC business Travel Cards for five years.

New Zealand has rolled out Immigration Online for most visa types including students, visitors and workers. Immigration online has transformed New Zealand’s visa processing model from a paper-based manual process in physical branches to a predominantly online system, including 100 percent digitisation of documents.

The system enables more online processing and automation of simple tasks for clients and employers and the ability for all data to be accessed by INZ offices worldwide.  Customers applying for visas have their own individual online immigration accounts that enable them to enter all their details online and track progress on their applications.  

Other key enhancements include:

· the introduction of eMedical to replace paper-based medical certificates

· a Chinese language visitor visa form

· the rollout of eVisas to enable some online applicants to apply without a passport, and

· and a centralised risk and value assessment process for visa applicants. 

Changes to date mean that by the end of 2015, 80 percent of visa applications can be lodged online.

Since 2014 New Zealand has also introduced four new industry partnership schemes for visitors from APEC economies and amended an existing scheme.  The purpose of these schemes is to streamline the visitor visa application process for high value/low risk applicants.  These include

· tripartite arrangements with key travel agencies in Thailand, China and Indonesia

· An arrangement between China UnionPay streamlines the visitor visa application process for China UnionPay Platinum and Diamond credit card holders

· Revised agreement with China Southern Airlines
	Further roll out of e-visas:

Opportunities also being looked at in respect of airlines which service key visa required markets (visitors from China, India, Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines) as well as corporates in these markets to help support the growth in the numbers of high value leisure and business event visitors choosing to travel to NZ.

The system will also provide biometric capability which offers significant improvement in identity management and enhanced security.  

The Government has agreed to invest in the next generation of SmartGate. This will increase the number of SmartGate at the border. Increased capacity means that we will consider expanding access to SmartGate to other nationalities.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.customs.govt.nz/features/smartgate/pages/default.aspx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alastair Farr (Senior Policy Analyst, Trade and Travel Facilitation, New Zealand Customs Service): alastair.farr@customs.govt.nz

	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	www.customs.govt.nz
www.mbie.govt.nz
www.mfat.govt.nz 
	Provide brief points only

	Transparency


	New Zealand ratified the United Nations Convention Against Corruption on 1 December 2015.
The Ministry has also recently published guidelines for NZ businesses in complying with anti-bribery laws. Relevant information can be found at the website in the section below.  
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.justice.govt.nz/policy/criminal-justice/bribery-and-corruption
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  

	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

RCEP leaders issued a Joint Statement 22 November 2015 noting that Leaders are looking ‘…forward to the conclusion of the RCEP negotiations in 2016.” 
Progress is being made in the RCEP negotiations in all areas of discussion. 

	
	Agreement #2


	Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)-New Zealand FTA

Officials from New Zealand and the six Member States of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) concluded substantive negotiations on the text of a Free Trade Agreement in October 2009 following six rounds of negotiations. That text awaits legal verification and signature before ratification by the governments of New Zealand and GCC Member States - made up of Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar - and then entry into force. 

	
	Agreement #3


	Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is a free trade agreement (FTA) that will liberalise trade and investment between 12 Pacific-rim countries: New Zealand, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Singapore, the United States and Viet Nam.
Trade Ministers announced the conclusion of TPP negotiations on October 5 in Atlanta. As Depositary, New Zealand has released the text which can be found at http://www.tpp.mfat.govt.nz. 
Leaders met on the sidelines of AELM 2015 and Trade Ministers signed the Agreement in Auckland, New Zealand on 4 February, 2016.  

	
	Agreement #4


	New Zealand – Korea Free Trade Agreement 
Negotiations on the New Zealand-Korea Free Trade Agreement have been concluded and came into force on December 20, 2015. 

Negotiations started in June 2009 and were completed in November 2014. Trade Ministers signed the FTA in Seoul on 23 March 2015.

The Agreement delivers significant benefits across a range of areas, including goods, services and investment, by breaking down trade barriers, facilitating the movement of goods and services, and establishing a framework for resolving any trade-related issues in the future. 

	
	Agreement #5


	Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement. 
Eleven rounds of negotiation on an FTA with the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan have been completed, with the most recent being held in February 2014. 

Ongoing negotiations are currently suspended.

	
	Agreement #6


	New Zealand – India Free Trade Agreement
The 10th round of negotiations for the New Zealand-India Free Trade Agreement were held in February 2015. Strong discussions were held on services, investment and goods. Officials undertook to continue the negotiations. 
Negotiations towards an FTA between New Zealand and India were announced by New Zealand Trade Minister Tim Groser and Indian Commerce Minister Anand Sharma in January 2010. This followed the completion of a joint feasibility study in February 2009, which concluded that the Indian and New Zealand economies were largely complementary. 

	
	Agreement #7


	Pacer Plus
Negotiations began on Pacer Plus in 2009.  The agreement has recently expanded with the inclusion of Fiji in late 2015. Officials concluded the latest intersessional meeting in December 2015.  Following a productive year, good progress has been made across the agreement and a number of chapters are close to conclusion and members hope to conclude negotiations by June 2016. 

	FUTURE PLANS: Please see www.mfat.govt.nz. 


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





