BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 

III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information

· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)

· Other voluntary reporting areas 

· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  

· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.

· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 

(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 

· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 

	Individual Action Plan Update for [Economy] for [Year/s]

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  [Year] IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	- Issued Circular No.173/2014/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2014 of the Ministry of Finance regarding the amendment of preferential import duty rates  imposed on some headings in preferential import tariff issued together with the Circular No. 164/2013/TT-BTC dated 15 November 2013 of the Minister of Finance promulgating export tariff, preferential import tariff into new preferential import duty rates stipulated in the List attached to this Circular  to implement WTO commitments in 2015.

- Issued Circular No.26/2015/TT-BTC dated 27 February 2015 of the Ministry of Finance  Providing guidance on value-added tax and tax administration and invoice on goods sale and services provision.

- Issued Circular No.152/2015/TT-BTC dated 2 October 2015  providing guidance on Natural Resource Tax

- Issued Circular No.44/2015/TT-BTC dated 30 March 2015 of the Ministry of Finance amending the special preferential import tax rates applicable to a number of items in the ASEAN-Korea FTA Special Preferential Import Tariffs  of 2015-2018 period (enacted  as of 30 March 2015).

- Issued Circular No.24/2015/ TT-BTC dated 14 February 2015 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of the special preferential import duty rates to implement the ASEAN-Japan FTA of 2015-2019 (came into force on 1st April 2015).

- Issued Circular No.25/2015/TT-BTC dated 14 February 2015 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of special preferential import duty rates to implement  the ASEAN-Japan FTA of 2015-2019 (came into force on 1st April 2015).

- Issued Circular No.165/2014/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2014 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of special preferential import duty rates to implement ASEAN  Agreement on Trade in Goods of 2015 – 2018 (enacted 1 January 2015).

- Issued Circular No.166/2014/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2014 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of Viet Nam’s special preferential import duty rates to implement  ASEAN - China Agreement on Trade in Goods of 2015 – 2018 (enacted 1 January 2015).

- Issued Circular No.167/2014/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2014 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of Viet Nam’s special preferential import  duty rates to implement  ASEAN - Korea Agreement on Trade in Goods of 2015 – 2018 (enacted 1 January 2015).

- Issued Circular No.168/2014/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2014 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of Viet Nam’s special preferential import  duty rates  to implement  ASEAN – Australia and New Zealand Agreement on Trade in Goods of 2015 – 2018 (enacted 1 January 2015).

-  Issued Circular No.169/2014/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2014 of the Ministry of Finance on the issuance of Viet Nam’s special preferential import  duty rates to implement  ASEAN – India Agreement on Trade in Goods of 2015 – 2018 (enacted 1 January 2015).

- Issued Circular to replace Circular No.167/2014/TT-BTC and  Circular No.44/2015/TT-BTC, which were issued in accordance to the special preferential import  duty rates of Viet Nam to implement ASEAN-Korea FTA of 2016-2018 (tentatively in November 2015).

- Issued Circular on the issuance of special preferential import  duty rates to implement Viet Nam- Korea Economic Partnership Agreement of 2016-2018 (tentatively November 2015).


	Issued Circular on preferential and special preferential Export, Import Tariffs Nomenclatures to implement ASEAN FTA (ATIGA), ASEAN  - China FTA (ACFTA), ASEAN – Korea FTA (AKFTA), ASEAN – Japan FTA (AJFTA), Viet Nam – Japan FTA (VJFTA), ASEAN – India FTA (AIFTA), ASEAN – Australia – New Zealand FTA (AANZFTA) in the period of 2019-2023.

	Website for further information:  
	www.mof.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mrs. Nguyễn Thị Thu Hiền

International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Finance

Tel: + 84 4 22202828/ext. 7155

Fax: + 84 4 22208109

Email: nguyenthithuhien2@mof.gov.vn

	

	Non-Tariff Measures

Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	- Issues Circular no. 04/2014/TT-BCT dated January 27th, 2014 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade detailing the implementation of the Commercial Law regarding international goods sale and purchase and goods sale, purchase, processing and transit agency activities with foreign countries.

- Issues Circular no. 35/2014/TT-BCT dated October 25th, 2014 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade stipulating import auto-licensing regime on specific fertilizer products.

- Issues Circular no. 12/2015/TT-BCT dated June 12th, 2015 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade stipulating the application of import auto-licensing regime on several steel products. 
	 Continue reviewing, amending, improving the system of mechanism, policies and regulations in Viet Nam’s law



	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	- General Policy Division, Agency for Foreign Trade, Ministry of Industry and Trade

- Tel: (04) 2220 5361/ E-mail: tuantqu@moit.gov.vn
	

	Services
	Enviromental serices

National Strategy on Environmental Protection to 2020 and vision to 2030 (Decision no. 1216 / QD-TTg dated September 5th, 2012): In 2014, the Prime Minister issued the Decision no. 166/QD-TTg dated January 21st, 2014 promulgating the Implementation Plan of National Strategy on Environmental Protection to 2020 and vision to 2030 to determine the groups of tasks to implement contents, methods and measures of the Strategy; as the basis for the ministries and localities to develop their annual plan of environmental protection to achieve the targets of the Strategy;

The New Environment Protection Law which was approved by National Assembly in 2014 has its separared regulations on environment service development (Article 150). Implementing the provisions of the Law on Environmental Protection in developing environmental services, in 2015, the Government issued Decree No. 19/2015/ND-CP guiding the implementation of the Environment Protection Law 2014 which provides for a separated chapter (Chapter VII) provides for incentives and support environmental protection activities, which include incentives and support for the environmental services group specified in Annex III attached to Decree No. 19/2015/ND CP. The incentives, including preferential support, support for land, capital; tax exemption for environmental protection activities; subsidies, support consumption of products from environmental protection activities and incentives and other support for environmental protection activities.
	- To implement the Decision no. 249/QD-TTg dated February 10th, 2010 of the Prime Minister approving the Project for Development Environmental Services until 2020, Viet Nam will continue to promulgate 03 legal documents on environmental services including: (1) Decision of the Prime Minister approving the legal framework onenvironmental services development; (2) Decision of the Prime Minister approving the Project "Development of enterprise network on environment services by 2020, with a vision to 2030"; (3) Decision of the Prime Minister issuing the financial mechanism on development of some types of environmental services.

	Website for further information:  
	www.vea.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Vietnam Environment Administration

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

Email: phongtonghop@vea.gov.vn
	

	Services
	Telecommunications services

- Circular no. 09/2014/TT-BTTTT dated August 19th, 2014 on Detailing management, provision and use of information on websites and social networks;

- Circular no. 18/2014/TT-BTTTT dated November 26th, 2014 of the Ministry of Information and Communications (MIC) detailing the Government’s Decree no. 187/2013/ND-CP of November 20th, 2013, on the grant of import licenses for radio transmitters and radio transceivers;

- Circular no. 22/2014/TT-BTTTT dated December 22th, 2014 of MIC on telecommunications number storages; 

- Circular no. 07/2015/TT-BTTTT dated December 22th, 2014 on enacting planning of the database of telecommunication numbers;

- Circular no. 15/2015/TT-BTTTT amending Circular no. 18/2012/TT-BTTTT dated November 15th, 2012 by the Minister of MIC on list of telecommunications enterprises, group of telecommunications enterprises holding dominant market shares of important telecommunication services; 

- Circular no. 24/2015/TT-BTTTT dated August 18th, 2015 on stipulating management and use of internet resources;

- Circular no. 25/2015/TT-BTTTT dated September 9th, 2015 of the Ministry of Information and Communication prescribing on management and operation the database of telecommunication numbers.

Information Technology
- Decision no. 80/2014/QD-TTg dated December 30th, 2014 of the Prime Minister on providing for the pilot leasing of information technology services in state agencies;

- Decision no. 1290/QD-TTg dated August 1st, 2014 of the Prime Minister on approving the plan of action for development of electronics industry in implementation of Vietnam’s industrialization strategy within the framework of Vietnam-Japan cooperation;

- Circular no. 31/2015/TT-BTTTT dated October 29th, 2015 on guiding a number of articles of decree on 187/2013/ND-CP on the export and import of used information technology products; 

- Circular no. 11/2015/TT-BTTTT dated May 5th, 2015 of MIC, providing for the standards of professional skills applicable to information technology human resources; 

- Circular no. 20/2014/TT-MIC dated May 12th, 2014 of MIC defining open-source software products  the open source preferred in shopping, use in regulatory agencies, organizations;

- Circular no. 16/2014/TT-BTTTT dated November 18th, 2014 of MIC on identification of software production; 

- Circular no. 15/2014/TT-BTTTT dated November 17th, 2014, promulgating list of goods sorted by HS code under line management;

- Circular No. 03/2014/TT-BTTTT dated March 11th, 2014 of MIC promulgating skill standards of using information technology;

- Circular No. 01/2014/TT-BTTTT dated 20 February 2014 of MIC detailing the priorities, which are reserved for domestically-manufactured information technology products and services, in investments and procurements funded by the State budget.

Radio Frequency services

- Circular no. 04/2015/TT-BTTTT dated March 10th, 2015 on providing for the deployment of the IMT mobile information system on the frequency bands of 824-835 MHz, 869-915 MHz, 925– 960 MHz, 1710-1785 MHz and 1805-1880 MHz;

- Circular no. 05/2015/TT-BTTTT dated March 23rd, 2015 of MIC, detailing and providing guidelines on procedures for licensing the use of radio frequencies, hiring and rent of radio frequency equipment, and joint use of radio frequencies.
	- Amending Decree no. 25/2011/ND-CP dated April 6th, 2011 of the Government, detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of Law on Telecommunications;

- Amending Circular no. 02/2013/TT-BTTTT dated January 22nd, 2013 of MIC providing on the list of telecommunications services subject to quality management; 
- Amending Circular no, 04/2012/TT-BTTTT dated April 13rd, 2012 on the management of prepaid mobile subscribers;

- Amending Circular no. 12/2013/TT-BTTTT dated May 13rd, 2013 of the Ministry of Information and Communications guiding the licenses on telecommunications services; 
- Circular on regulating telecommunications rates;

- Circular on regulating the telecommunications contracts; 
- Joint Circular between MIC and Ministry of Finance on guiding the implementation of National Single Window; 

- Joint Circular between MIC and Ministry of Construction on licensing passive telecommunications infrastructure works; 

- Circular on regulating Internet connectivity;

- Amending Circular no. 16/2012/TT-BTTTT dated October 30th, 2012 on regulation on determination method and report regime for telecommunications service’s price;
- Circular on regulating connectivity between service providers and content providers of mobile communication services.

Radio Frequency
- Amending Decision no. 71/2013/QD-TTg dated November 21st, 2013 of the Prime Minister on promulgating national radio frequency spectrum planning;

- Amending Circular no. 03/2012/TT-BTTTT dated March 20th, 2012 of MIC providing the list of radio devices exempt from radio frequency use licensing and accompanying technical and operation conditions;

Circular on regulating the assignment of frequency channels for fixed service and land mobile frequency bands (59-60) GHz.



	Website for further information:  
	www.rfd.gov.vn
www.vnta.gov.vn
www.mic.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	The Authority of Radio Frequency Managment

Viet Nam Telecommunication Authority 

Ministry of Information and Communiations
	

	Services
	Transportation services:

1. Roadway Transportation Services:

- Circular no. 63/2013/TT-BGTVT dated December 31st, 2013 of the Ministry of Transport guiding the implementation of several Articles in the Memorandum of Understanding between the Governments of Cambodia, People’s Democratic Republic of Laos and Socialist Republic of Vietnam regarding to roadway transport.
- Circular no.10/2015/TT-BGTVT dated  April 15th, 2015 of the Ministry of Transport prescribing liability and handling of violation in business of transportation by car;

- Circular no.09/2015/TT-BGTVT dated April 15th, 2015 of the Ministry of Transport regulating provision, management and use of data from vehicle tracking devices;

- Circular no.15/2014/TT-BGTVT dated May 13th, 2014 providing guidance on routes for transport of transit goods through the territory of Vietnam; 

- Decree No.86/2014/ND-CP dated September 10th, 2014 of the Government on business and conditions for transportation business by automobile;

- Joint Circular no.152/2014/TTLT-BTC-BGTVT dated October 15th, 2014 of the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transport providing guidance on auto transport fares and road transport support service charges;

- Circular no. 63/2014/TT-BGTVT dated November 7th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport providing for operation and management of automobile transport and supporting services to road transport;

- Circular no. 73/2014/TT-BGTVT dated December 15th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport providing National  Technology Standard on journey monitoring device of automobile;

- Circular no. 89/2014/TT-BGTVT dated December 31st, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport amending, supplementing a number of articles of the Circular no. 29/2009/TT-BGTVT dated November 17th, 2009 providing guidance on the implementation of a number of articles of the agreement on the facilitation of cross-border transport of goods and people in Greater Mekong Subregion;

- Circular no. 88/2014/TT-BGTVT dated December 31st, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport guiding implementation of a number of articles of Agreement and protocol to implement the agreement to facilitate the cross-border movement of motor vehicles between the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic;

- Circular no. 17/2015/TT-BGTVT dated May 14th, 2015 of the Ministry of Trannsport amending, supplementing a number of articles of Circular no. 15/2014/TT-BGTVT dated May 13th, 2014.

- Circular no. 39/2015/TT-BGTVT dated July 31st, 2015 of the Ministry of Transport on guidelines for the agreement and the protocol on implementation of the Agreement between the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Royal Government of Cambodia on road transport;

- Circular no. 60/2015 dated November 2nd, 2015 of the Ministry of Transport amending, supplementing a number of articles of  the Circular no. 63/2014/TT-BGTVT dated November 7th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport providing for operation and management of automobile transport and suppamending, supplementing a number of articles orting services to road transport.

2. Aviation Transport Services

-  Amending, supplementing a number of Vietnam Civil Aviation Law dated November 2014, which took effect from July 1st, 2015; 

- Decree no. 66/2015/ND-CP of the Government regulating on Vietnam Aviation Department;

- Decree no.81/2014/TT-BGTVT of the Ministry of Transport regulates on aviation transport and general aviation activities;

- Circular no. 36/2014/TT-BGTVT regulating the quality of services in Airport;

- Circular no. 14/2015/TT-BGTVT of the Ministry of Transport on non-refundable advanced compensations in air transportation of passengers;

- Circular no. 36/2014/TT-BGTVT on managing air transportation cost and air services cost.

3. Marine Transport Services

- Decree no.161/2013/ND-CP dated November 12th, 2013 of the Government on registration, purchase, sale and building of seagoing ships;
- Decree no. 30/2014/ND-CP dated April 14th, 2014 of the Government replacing Decree no. 115/2007/NĐ-CP dated July 5th, 2017 providing business conditions of Vietnam ocean shipping services and supporting services on ocean shipping;
- Decree no.114/2014/ND-CP dated November 26th, 2014 of the Government on eligible subjects and conditions for licensed import and dismantlement of used ships;
- Circular no. 26/2015/TT-BGTVT dated June 22nd, 2015 of the Ministry of Transport guiding on implementation regulation of the port.

4. Railway Transport Services

- Circular no. 30/2014/TTBGTVT dated July 31st, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport providing for the issuance of safety certificates to railway business enterprises;
- Circular no. 78/2014/TT-BGTVT dated December 24th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport on transport of passengers, luggage, and goods on national railway;

- Circular no. 83/2014/TT-BGTVT, dated December 30th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport promulgating regulations on transport of goods on national railway;

- Decree no. 14/2015/ND-CP dated February 13th, 2015 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the Railway Law replacing the Decree No.109/2006/NĐ-CP and Decree No.03/2012/ND-CP of the Government.
5. Inland Marine Transport Services

- Law no. 48/2014/QH13 dated June 17th, 2014 of the Government amending and supplementing a number of articles of law on inland waterway transport;

- Circular no. 50/2014/TT-BGTVT dated October 17th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport on regulation on inland waterway ports and landing stages;

- Circular no. 66/2014/TT-BGTVT dated November 12th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport providing transport of passengers, luggage, and baggage by express vessels between ports, stations inland of Vietnam and cross borders; 
- Decree no. 110/2014/ND-CP dated November 20th, 2014 of the Government regulating the condition of inland waterway navigation; 

- Circular no. 70/2014/TT-BGTVT dated December 5th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport regulating management of inland railway;

- Circular no. 80/TT-BGTVT dated December 30th, 2014 of the Ministry of Transport regulating management of inland railway;

- Decree no. 24/2015/ND-CP dated February 27th, 2015 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation a number of articles of the Law on inland waterway navigation and the Law amending and supplementing a number of articles of the Law on inland waterway navigation;
- Decision no. 47/2015/QD-TTg dated October 5th, 2015 of the Prime Minister on mechanism and policies on encouraging and developing the inland waterway navigation;

- Circular no. 59/2015/TT-BGTVT dated October 30th, 2015 amending and supplementing a number of articles of the Circular no. 80/2014/TT-BGTVT (it will take effect from Juanary 1st, 2016);

- Circular no. 61/2015 dated November 2nd, 2015 of the Ministry of Transport regulating the goods transportation on the inland railway.
	1. Roadway Transportation Services:

- Updating, supplementing, amending Decree no. 86/2014/ND-CP dated September 10th, 2014 of the Government on business and conditions for transportation business by automobile;

- Supplementing, amending Joint Circular no. 152/2014/TTLT-BTC-BGTVT dated October 15th, 2014 of the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transport providing guidance on auto transport fares and roadway transport support service charges;

- Building Circular  on procedure of selecting contractors, who will deploy the fixed passenger transport route;

- Completing the Planning Scheme of detailed passenger transport route;  
- Completing  the Scheme on  National Bus Station Management Software and Roadway Transport Management Software;
- Applying online services for level 4 for licensed international roadway transport to transport firms and issuing badges for roadway transport vehicles;
- Improving and upgrading the center of management, exploitation and use of data from journey monitoring devices; 
- Building goods transport exchange center. 
2. Aviation Transport Services:

Construction:

- Decree regulates the condition of doing business in the Civil Aviation Sector;

- Amending, supplementing Decree no. 147/2013/ND-CP on Penalties for Administrative Offenses in the Civil Aviation Sector; 

- Government promulgates a Decree on flight operation.  

3. Marine Transport Services

- Finalize the draft of Vietnam Marine Law to submit to National Assembly, which is expected to be approved in November 2015;
- After the amendment is adopted, the Government and the related Ministries will prepare and issue guidelines to implement that Law.
4. Railway Transport Services

- Annulling, replacing and adjusting some texts to suit the context;
- Amending and supplementing the Law on Railways;
- Promulgating Circular on" Regulations on the transport of passengers and baggage on urban railway”.
5. Domestic Marine Transport Services

Completing the legal system and develop mechanisms and policies to attract investment, create favorable conditions for the development of marine transport.

	Website for further information:  
	www.mt.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Transportation

Tel: +84 3942 2079/ Fax: +84 3942 1436
	

	Services
	Construction and Architecture services: 

- Issued Decree no. 59/2015/ND-CP dated June 18th, 2015 of the Government on Management of investment and construction projects to replace Decision no. 87/2004/QD-TTg dated May 19th, 2014 of the Government promulgating the Regulation on management of operations of foreign contractors in the construction field in Viet Nam and  Decision no. 03/2012/QD-TTg dated January 16th, 2012 of the Government on Amendment and Supplementation of some Articles of the Regulation on operations management of foreign contractors in the construction field in Viet Nam;

- Decree no. 59/2015/ND-CP provides particular instructions, simplifies administrative procedures, processes for the issuance of construction activity permits in Viet Nam;

- Foreign contractors carry out stamp engraving by themselves and notify the executive office after obtaining the Construction activity permits.


	- Continue to review the system of mechanisms, policies and regulations of Vietnamese law for adjustment in conformity and consistent with the commitments of Viet Nam at regional and international forums and organizations, in which Viet Nam is a member. 

- Gathering contributed opinions, drafting and issuing Circular to replace Circular no. 01/2012TT-BXD dated May 8th, 2012 of Ministry of Construction guiding the licensing procedure for managing foreign contractors in Viet Nam.  

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.xaydung.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Construction

Tel: +84 4 3976 0271/ Ext: 137/119
	

	Services
	Energy services

- Issuance of Circular no. 32/2015/TT-BTC dated October 8th, 2015 regulating the project development and the Sample Contract on power purchase applied to power generation projects by solid waste;

- Issuance of Circular no. 29/2015/TT-BCT dated August 31st, 2015 regulating the contents, order, procedure for setting, appraisal and approval of planning and use of biomass energy development and utilization;

- Issuance of Decision no. 3029/QD-BCT dated March 30th, 2015 on the approval of Planning of liquefied natural gas (LNG) storage in the whole country by 2020, with a vision to 2030;

- Issuance of Circular no. 23/2015/TT-BCT dated July 13th, 2015 on the approval of order, procedure for thermal power plant Projects in the form of BOT contract;

- Issuance of Circular No. 43/2014 / TT-BCT dated November 19th, 2014 regulating the contents, order and procedure for setting, appraisal and approval of planning on construction site of power centers;

- Issuance of Circular No. 33/2014/TT-BTC dated October 10th, 2014 regulating contents of time shortening for electricity access;

- Issuance of Decision no. 10012/QD-BCT dated November 5th, 2014 on the adjustment of Circular no. 33/2014 / TT-BCT dated October 10th, 2014 by the Minister of Industry and Trade (MOIT) regulating a number of provisions on time shortening for electricity access;

- Decision no. 31/2014/QD-TTg dated May 5th, 2014 by the Prime Minister of Government on supporting mechanism for power generation projects by solid waste in Vietnam;

- Decision no. 24/2014/QD-TTg dated March 24th, 2014 by the Prime Minister on supporting mechanism for the development of biomass power projects in Vietnam;

- Decision no. 09/2014/QD-TTg dated January 23rd, 2014 by the Prime Minister regulating the financial obligations of the organization investing in nuclear power plants and the management mechanism on the finance source for the termination and disassembling of nuclear power plants;

- Decree no. 09/VBHN-BCT dated January 23rd, 2014 of the Government on the regulation of directly foreign investment in the field of oil and gas;

- Issuance of Decision no. 10/VBHN-BCT dated January 23rd, 2014 regulating the issuance of the Regulation on Preservation and Removal of oil and gas wells.


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.tcnl.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	General Directorate of Energy

Tel: +844 62786184
	

	Services
	Banking services: 

- Decree no. 01/2014/ND-CP dated January 3rd, 2014 of the Government on foreign investors’ purchase of shares of Vietnamese credit institutes;

- Decree no. 70/2014/ND-CP dated July 17th, 2014 of the Government providing in details for the implementation of several Articles of the Ordinance on Foreign exchanges and Ordinance on the amendment of, supplement to several Articles of the Ordinance on Foreign exchanges;

- Decision no. 2112/QD-TTg dated November 25th, 2014 on the promulgation of the National Action Plan in preventing money laundering and terrorist funding in the period of 2015-2020;

- Circular no. 05/2014/TT–NHNN on March 12th, 2014 on opening and utilizing indirect investment capital accounts of foreign investors for their indirect investment in Vietnam;

- Circular no. 09/2014/TT-NHNN on March 18th to revise Circular no. 02/2013/TT-NHNN dated January 21st, 2013 on asset classification, risk provisioning and use of risk provision against credit risk by credit institutions and foreign bank branches;

- Circular no. 11/2014/TT-NHNN on March 28th, 2014 on gold carrying by individuals during their immigration;

- Circular no. 12/2014/TT–NHNN on March 31st on conditions for overseas borrowing by enterprises without government guarantee;

- Circular no. 14/2014/TT–NHNN on May 20th on revising the regulations on loan classification and risk provisioning in order to deal with credit risks in accordance with Decision no. 493/2005/QD-NHNN dated April 22nd, 2005;

- Circular No. 15/2014/TT–NHNN on July 24th on instructions on the management of foreign exchange for the gambling business for foreigners;  

- Circular no. 19/2014/TT–NHNN on September 17th on guiding the foreign exchange management for the foreign direct investment activities in Viet Nam;

- Circular no. 20/2014/TT–NHNN on August 12th on receivables and advances for non – performing loans (NPLs) purchased in special bonds by the Vietnam Asset Management Company (VAMC);

- Circular no. 21/2014/TT–NHNN on August 14th on guiding the scope, conditions, and procedures for foreign exchange operations of credit institutions and foreign bank branches;

- Circular no. 30/2014/TT-NHNN on November 6th on trustor and trustee services of credit institutions and foreign bank branches; 

- Circular no. 31/2014/TT-NHNN on November 11th, 2014 to revise Circular no. 35/2013/TT-NHNN dated December 31st, 2013 on the guidelines of anti-money laundering and anti-terrorist financing;

- Circular no. 36/2014/TT-NHNN on November 21st on stipulating prudent ratios in operations of credit institutions and foreign bank branches;

- Circular no. 38/2014/TT-NHNN on December 8th on dossiers, procedures for granting approval for foreign investors to purchase shares of Vietnamese credit institutions;

- Circular no. 43/2014/TT-NHNN on December 25th on lending in foreign currencies by credit institutions, and foreign bank branches to resident borrowers;

- Circular no. 45/2014/TT–NHNN on December 29th on revising several articles of Circular no. 02/2012/TT–NHNN dated February 27th, 2012 on guiding forex transactions among the SBV and credit institutions and foreign bank branches;

- Circular no. 06/2015/TT-NHNN on June 1st, 2015 on  providing for a timeline and procedure for transition applied to shareholders who own shares in excess of the permitted limit specified in Article 55 of the Law on Credit Institutions;

- Circular no. 08/2015/TT-NHNN dated June 30th, 2015 of the State Bank of Vietnam amending, supplementing a number of Articles of the Circular no. 40/2011/TT-NHNN dated December 15th, 2011 of the State Governor of Vietnam regulating on licensing and organizations, operations of commercial banks, foreign bank branches, representative offices of foreign credit institutions and other foreign organizations with banking operations in Viet Nam; 

- Circular no. 09/2015/TT-NHNN on July 17th on debt trading of credit institutions and foreign bank branches; 

- Circular no. 14/2015/TT-NHNN on August 28th on revising several articles of Circular no. 19/2013/TT-NHNN on trading and resolution of NPLs by Viet Nam Asset Management Company (VAMC).

- Circular no. 15/2015/TT-NHNN on October 2nd on guiding forex transactions of licensed credit institutions in forex market;

Circular no. 20-2015-TT-NHNN on October 28th on regulating residents being organizations opening and using offshore foreign currency accounts.
	Continue to stocktake and promulgate legal documents related to the restructuring of the banking system based on international standards and practices ... in order to transparentize and improve the law system in the field of banking operations, as well as to create a legal framework, conducive environment for organizations and individuals, thus contributing to the implementation of the Bogor Goals of free and open trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific. 



	Website for further information:  
	www.sbv.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Multilateral Cooperation Division
International Cooperation Department
State Bank of Vietnam

Tel: +84 4 3934 3360
	

	Services
	Education services

- Issued Inter-ministerial Circular no. 29/2014/TTLT-BGDĐT-BTC-BLĐTBXH, dated August 26th, 2014 providing stipulations on finance, accounting, auditing and taxation with regard to foreign investment and cooperation in the fields of education and vocational training;

- Issued Circular no. 34/2014/TT-BGDÐT, dated October 15th, 2014, providing guidance for the implementation of a number of Articles of Government Decree No. 73/2012/NÐ-CP of  September 26th, 2012 on foreign investment and cooperation in the field of education.
	- To submit to the Government a proposal for amending and supplementing Government Decree no. 73/2012/NÐ-CP of September 26th, 2012 on foreign investment and cooperation in the field of education;

- To issue a new regulation on distant learning.

	Website for further information:  
	 www.moet.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Department of Planning and Finance, Ministry of Education and Traning

Tel: +84 4 3869 2397

Email: bogddt@moet.edu.vn
	

	Services
	Trading services

Circular no. 34/2013/TT-BCT dated December 24th, 2013 by MOIT  publicizing roadmaps for goods trading directly related activities of foreign-invested enterprises in Viet Nam and Circular no. 41/2014/TT-BCT stipulating foundations, procedures to define foreign labourers' internal movement in enterprises operating in 11 service sectors specified in Viet Nam's commitement schedule to World Trade Organization (WTO) not subject to labour licensing.
	Drafting circulars to replace Circular no. 23/2007/ND-CP dated February 12th, 2007 and Circular no. 08/2013/TT-BCT dated April 22nd, 2013.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Planning Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: +84 4 2220 2331

Email: VKH@moit.gov.vn
	

	Services


	Distribution services

- Decree No. 83/2014/ND-CP dated September 03, 2014 of the Government on petrol and oil trading;

- Circular No. 38/2014/ND-CP dated October 24, 2014 of MOIT detailing some articles of  Decree No. 83/2014/ND-CP dated September 03, 2014 of the Government on petrol and oil trading;  

-  Joint Circular no. 39/2014/TTLT-BCT-BTC dated October 29th, 2014 of the Ministry of Industry and Trade - Ministry of Finance (MOF) on method of determination of basis prices; mechanism for creation, management and use of price stabilization fund and control of petrol and oil prices as prescribed in  Decree no. 83/2014/ND-CP dated September 3rd, 2014 of the Government on petrol and oil trading.
	- Decree of Goverment on trading gas (replacing  Decree no. 107/2009/ND-CP dated November 26th, 2009 of Goverment on trading of liquefied petroleum gas);

- Circular of MOIT guiding the implementation of a number of provisions of Decree of Goverment on trading gas (replacing  Circular no. 11/2010/TT-BCT dated March 29th, 2010 of the MOIT promulgating the regulation on liquefied petroleum gas agents).

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Domestic Market Department, Ministry of Industry án Trade

Tel: +84 4 2220 5500
	

	Services
	Audio Visual Services, Travel Services

- The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism is working with the Ministry of Planning and Investment and the Ministry of Finance to issue a circular guiding the films procurement and production orders using the state budget under the Investment Law no. 43/2013/QH13 dated November 26th, 2013;

- Decree no.180/2013/ND-CP dated November  14th, 2013 on amending and adding some articles of the Decree no. 92/2007/ND-CP dated June 1st  2007 on providing detailed regulation for some articles of the Tourism Law;

- Joint Circular no. 19/2015/TTLT-BGTVT-BVHTTDL dated May 25th, 2015 on regulating the transport of tourists by automobiles and the licensing of plates for automotiles used for tourists transportation
	The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism is reviewing the legal documents and askings the competent authorities to complete the legal framework,, including:

- Develop a plan on amending and supplementing the Law on Tourism and the Law on Physical Training and Sports;

- Continue to improve the regulatory framework in different areas in order to attract investment and promote trade liberalization in services such as photography, exhibitions, arts performing, entertainment etc.;

- Establish regulations in conditional services such as in the field of culture, family, sports and tourism.



	Website for further information:  
	www.bvhttdl.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism
- Lead agency: Planning and Finance Department;
- Representative of Leadership: Nguyen Thi Hong Lien Deputy Director (Tel: +84 4 3943 7205, E-mail: honglien-vhttdl@chinhphu.vn);
- Person in charge: Mr. Tran Hoang Nam, Deputy Head of Policy (Tel: +84 4 3943 4219, E-mail: tranhoangnam-vhttdl@chinhphu.vn).
	

	Services
	Justice services

- Decree no. 51/2015/ND-CP of the Government dated May 26th 2015 granting legal opinions,
This Decree shall take effect from July 15th, 2015;
- The cases filed at the Ministry of Justice request for a legal opinion prior to the effective date of this decree shall continue to comply with the provisions of Decree no. 38/2013/ND-CP of April 23rd, 2013 of the Government on the management and use of official development assistance and preferential loans from donors, Decree no. 01/2011/ND-CP dated January 5th, 2011 of Government on bond issuance, bonds are guaranteed by the Government and bond of local authorities, Decree no. 108/2009/ND-CP of November 27th, 2009 of the Government on investment in the form of building contract Build - Operation – Transfer; Construction contracts - Transfer - Business, construction contracts - Transfer, Decree no. 15/2011/ND-CP dated January 16th, 2011 of the Government on the level and administration government guarantee justice and Decree no. 15/2015/ND-CP dated May 14th, 2015 of the Government on investment in the form of public-private partnerships;

From the date this Decree came into force, repeal the following provisions:
 a) Paragraph 6, Article 64 of Decree no. 38/2013/ND-CP of April 23rd, 2013 of the Government on the management and use of official development assistance and preferential loans of donors;

b) Paragraph 4, Article 49 of Decree no. 01/2011/ND-CP dated January 5th, 2011 of the Government issuing government bonds and bonds guaranteed by the Government and local government bonds;
 c) Paragraph 6, Article 2, paragraph 1, Article 4 point b and c paragraph 6 of Article 10 of Decree no. 15/2011/ND-CP dated January 16th, 2011 of the Government on the issuance and management of Government guarantees; 

Circular no. 02/2015/TT-BTP dated May 16th, 2015 of the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) on some form of documentation of lawyers and law practice.


	- Develop a draft decree on commercial mediation;

- To review the current legal provisions for commitments in the Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP), FTA Vietnam – EU, the existing Free Trade Agreements, other regional  and bilateral agreements to make suggestions for amendment, supplement and promulgate new, abolished the legal documents in the country, to ensure the implementation of international commitments of Viet Nam.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moj.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	International Justice Department, Ministry of Justice

Tel: +84 4 6273 9321 

Fax: +84 4 6273 9359

E-mail: botuphap@moj.gov.vn
	

	Services
	Insurance Services 

- Issued Decree no. 67/2014/ND-CP dated July 7th, 2014 on several policies on fishery development;

- Issued Circular no. 43/2014/TT-BTC dated April 11th, 2014 amending and supplementing a number of articles by MOF’s Circular no. 126/2008/TT-BTC dated December 22nd, 2008 on rules, terms, table of premium rates and levels of compulsory insurance for civil liability of motor vehicles owners, MOF’s Circular no. 103/2009/TT-BTC dated May 25th, 2009 defining the management, use, payment and settlement of motor vehicle insurance fund and the Ministry of Finance’s Circular no. 151/2012/TT-BTC dated September 12th, 2012 amending and supplementing Circular no. 126/2008/TT-BTC and Circular no. 103/2009/TT-BTC;

- Issued Joint Circular no. 86/2014/TTLT-BTC-NHNN dated July 2nd, 2014 guiding insurance agency activities of credit institutions and foreign bank branches for life insurance enterprises;

- Issued Circular no. 115/2014/TT-BTC dated August 20th, 2014 providing guidance on the insurance policy stipulated in Decree no. 67/2014/ND-CP dated July 7th, 2014 by the Government on several policies on fishery development;

- Issued Circular no. 116/2014/TT-BTC dated August 20th, 2014 guiding several financial issues regarding insurance enterprises in implementing as stipulated in Decree no. 67/2014/ND-CP dated July 7th, 2014 by the Government on several policies on fishery development; 

- Issued Circular no. 183/2014/TT-BTC dated November 28th, 2014 stipulating management, use of funding for pilot implementation of financial mechanism by  Agency of Insurance Management and Supervision, MOF; 

- Issued Circular no. 194/2014/TT-BTC dated December 17th, 2014 amending and supplementing a number of articles of Circular no. 124/2012/TT-BTC dated July 20th, 2012 by MOF guiding the implementation of a number of articles of Decree no. 45/2007/ND-CP dated March 27th, 2007 by the Government stipulating in detail the implementation of a number of articles by the law on insurance business and Decree no. 123/2011/ND-CP dated December 28th, 2011 by the Government stipulating in in detail the implementation of a number of articles by the law on insurance business and Circular no. 125/2012/TT-BTC dated July 30th, 2012 by MOFT guiding the financial regulation for insurance enterprises, re-insurance enterprises, insurance brokerage enterprises and branches of foreign non-life insurance enterprises;

- Issued Circular no. 195/2014/TT-BTC dated December, 2015 guiding on assessing and ranking insurers; 

- Issued Circular no. 199/2014/TT-BTC dated December 19th, 2014 guiding on accounting application on life insurance and reinsurance enterprises; 

- Issued Circular no. 97/2015/TT-BTC dated June 23rd, 2015 revising Annex 3 of Circular no. 115/2014/TT-BTC dated August 20th, 2014 by the MOF guiding on implementing insurance policies stituplated in Decree no. 67/2014/ND-CP dated July 7th, 2014 by the Government on several policies on fishery development;

- Issued Circular no. 130/2015/TT-BTC dated August 25th, 2015 revising Circular no. 115/2013/TT-BTC dated August 20th, 2013 by the Ministry of Finance guiding on insurance and voluntary pension fund.


	- Issue Decree stipulating compulsory insurance in investment activities in construction sector. Tentative date of enter into force is the end of Quarter IV in 2015.

- Issue the Decree to replace Decrees on insurance business. Tentative issued date is Quarter III in 2016.

- Issue Circular to replace Decision no. 96/QD-BTC dated November 23rd, 2007 issuing Regulations on implementing universal life insurance products. Tentative issued date is Quarter I in 2016.



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mof.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Nguyen Thi Thu Hien

Internal Cooperation, Ministry of Finance

Tel: + 84 4 2220 2828/ext. 7155

Fax: + 84 4 2220 8109

E-mail: nguyenthithuhien2@mof.gov.vn
	

	Services
	Accounting, Auditing Services:

- Circular no. 183/2013/TT-BTC dated December 4th, 2013 by Ministry of Finance on independent audit for public interest unit (date of enter into force is January 18th, 2014).

- Circular no. 157/2014/TT-BTC dated October 23rd, 2014 issuing regulations on audit service quality control (date of enter into force is October 23rd, 2014).

- Circular no. 56/2015/TT-BTC dated April 23rd, 2015 amending, supplementing several articles by the Circular no. 150/2012/TT-BTC by the Ministry of Finance dated September 12th, 2012 on providing guidance on annual knowledge update for auditors applying for the license to practice audit (date of enter into force is June 8th, 2015).

 The system of 10 auditing standards in Viet Nam (2nd phase) is included in 6 Circulars as follows: 

- Circular no. 65/2015/TT-BTC dated May 8th, 2015 issuing the Standards for contracts on limited review service in Viet Nam (date of enter into force is January 1st, 2016).

- Circular no. 66/2015/TT-BTC dated May 8th, 2015 issuing Standards for contacts on other assurance services in Viet Nam (date of enter into force is January 1st, 2016).

- Circular no. 67/2015/TT-BTC dated May 8th, 2015 issuing accounting Standards for auditing final settlement of completed projects.

- Circular no. 68/2015/TT-BTC dated May 8th, 2015 issuing Standards for related services (date of enter into force is January 1st, 2016).

- Circular no. 69/2015/TT-BTC date May 8th, 2015 issuing  Viet Nam’s framework for assurance service contacts (date of enter into force is January 1st, 2016)
- Circular no. 70/2015/TT-BTC dated May 8th, 2015 issuing Ethic Standards for accounting, auditing sectors (date of enter into force is January 1st, 2016).
	- Amend Law on Accounting 2003 (the revised draft was passed at National Assembly meeting in November, 2015), date of enter into force is January 1st, 2017.

- Update Viet Nam’s accounting standards according to Standards of international financial reports and issue revision of several new standards based on international financial reports.

- Amend, supplementing several articles of Decree no. 105/2013/ND-CP dated September 16th, 2013 by the Government stipulating administrative sanctions applied on independent accounting, auditing sectors.

 - Amend Circular no. 183/2013/TT-BTC dated December 4th, 2013 by the Ministry of Finance independently auditing units of public interest.    



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mof.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Nguyen Thi Thu Hien

Internal Cooperation, Ministry of Finance

Tel: + 84 4 22202828/ext. 7155

Fax: + 84 4 22208109

E-mail: nguyenthithuhien2@mof.gov.vn

	

	Services


	Distribution services

- Decree no. 83/2014/ND-CP dated September 3rd, 2014 of the Government on petrol and oil trading;

- Circular no. 38/2014/ND-CP dated October 24th, 2014 of MOIT detailing some articles of  Decree No. 83/2014/ND-CP dated September 3rd, 2014 of the Government on petrol and oil trading;

- Joint Circular no. 39/2014/TTLT-BCT-BTC dated October 29th, 2014 of MOIT - MOF on method of determination of basis prices; mechanism for creation, management and use of price stabilization fund and control of petrol and oil prices as prescribed in  Decree no. 83/2014/ND-CP dated September 3rd, 2014 of the Government on petrol and oil trading.
	- Decree of Goverment on trading gas (replacing  Decree no. 107/2009/ND-CP dated November 26th, 2009 of Goverment on trading of liquefied petroleum gas);

- Circular of MOIT guiding the implementation of a number of provisions of Decree of Goverment on trading gas (replacing  Circular No. 11/2010/TT-BCT dated March 29th, 2010 of MOIT promulgating the regulation on liquefied petroleum gas agents).

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Domestic Market Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: +84 4 2220 5500
	

	Services
	Health services

- Issuance of Circular no. 11/2014 / TT-BYT dated March 18th, 2014 of the Minister of Health (MOH) concerning the rapid food test kits;

- Issuance of Circular No. 09/2015 / TT-BYT dated May 25th, 2015 of MOH regulations ads which content the validation of products, goods and services  under management of the ministry of Health.


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.moh.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	International Cooperation, Ministry of Health
	

	Investment


	- Law on Investment 2014, entered into force on 01/7/2015

-  Law on Enterprises, entered into force on 01/7/2015

- Law on Public Investment, entered into force on 01/01/2015

 - Decree 83/2015/ND-CP dated 25/9/2015 on outbound investment

 - Decree 78/2015/ND-CP, dated 14/9/2015 on enterprise registration

 - Decree 15/2015/ND-CP dated 14/2/2015 on investment in the form of public-private partnership 


	 - Decree providing detailed provisions and guidelines for the implementation of a number of articles of the Law on Investment



	Website for further information:  
	www.mpi.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Justice Department, Ministry of Investment and Planning

 Tel: +84 80 44145
	

	Standards and Conformance


	Regarding the development of national technical standards and regulations:

Viet Nam has announced 842 national standards , of which 65% are set up by accepting the standards based on ISO, IEC, ISO/IEC, Codex, ASTM… Relevant ministries and industries of Viet Nam have issued 105 national technical codes .

From November 2013 to November 2015, the following legal documents have been issued:

· Circular no. 26/2013/TT-BKHCN dated November 15th, 2013 of the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) on the requirements and procedures for the designation of the foreign conformity assessment bodies to assess the conformity of the products and goods in accordance with the national technical regulations issued by the MOST;

· Circular no. 28/2013/TT-BKHCN dated December 17th, 2013 of the MOST on state measurement inspection;

· Joint Circular No. 44/2013/TTLT-BCT-BKHCN dated December 31st, 2013 of the MOST and MOIT on management of the domestically-produced and imported steel quality;

· Circular no. 02/2014/TT-BKHCN dated March 31st, 2014 on amendment of the Article 2 of the Decision no. 04/2008/QĐ-BKHCN dated April 28th, 2008 of the MOST on issuing the national technical regulation on motorcycle helmets;

· Circular no. 21/2014/TT-BKHCN dated July 15th, 2014 on measurement of the pre-packed goods;

· Circular no. 30/2014/TT-BKHCN dated October 15th, 2014 on issuing national technical regulation that amends and supplements some provisions of the national technical regulation QCVN 1:2009/BKHCN on gasoline, diesel fuel oils and biofuels issued in attachment with the Circular No.20/2009/TT-BKHCN dated September 30th, 2009 of MOST;

· Circular no. 36/2014/TT-BKHCN dated December 12th, 2014 of the MOST regulating the training of experts who evaluate the management systems and product certification by conformity evaluation organizations;

· Circular no. 15/2015/TT-BKHCN dated August 25th, 2015 of the MOST on metrology and quality in gasoline and petroleum businesses.
	Regarding the development of national technical standards and regulations:

Regularly review for timely amending and updating legal documents on standards, metrology and quality to match the commitments of Vietnam in the free trade agreements (TPP, EVFTA...) as well as commitments with international organizations in the period 2015-2020;

Continue to develop legal documents in the field of standards, metrology, and quality including: 

· Decree on conformity assessment business;

· Decree on motorcycle helmet business;

· Decree amending and supplementing some articles of the Decree no. 132/2008/ND-CP dated December 31st, 2008 of the Government stipulating in details the implementation of some articles of the Law on Product and Goods Quality;

· Joint circular to replace the Joint Circular no. 44/2013/TTLT-BCT-BKHCN dated December 31st, 2013 of the MOST and MOIT on steel quality management;

· Circular on licensing dangerous goods transport by road, rail, and inland waterway.

	
	Regarding the improvement of transparency in requirements on standards and conformance:

The following legal documents have been issued and implemented:

· Decision no.4075/QĐ-BKHCN dated December 26th, 2013 of the MOST on approving the development plan of national standards in 2014;

· Decision no. 3257/QĐ-BKHCN dated November 24th, 2014 of the Minister of Science and Technology on issuing the development plan of national standards system up to 2020;

· Decision No. 3204/QĐ-BKHCN dated November 19th, 2014 of the Minister of Science and Technology on issuing development plan of national regulations for the organizations under the management of the MOST up to 2020;

· Decision no. 3707/QĐ-BKHCN dated December 31st, 2014 of the Minister of Science and Technology on approving the national regulation development plan in 2015;

· Decision no.2486/QĐ-BKHCN dated September 24th, 2015 of the Minister of Science and Technology on approving the national regulation development plan in 2016.


	Regarding the improvement of transparency in requirements on standards and conformance:

Strengthening the  coordination among TBT points under the Viet Nam’s TBT Network to ensure the update of TBT information on TBT Portal to collect all technical measures developed by ministries, agencies, and local authorities (if any) of Viet Nam and all notices of technical measures of other countries to meet the transparency obligations in the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP).

	Website for further information:  
	· Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality (STAMEQ): http://www.tcvn.gov.vn;
· Viet Nam Standards and Quality Institute (VSQI): http://www.vsqi.gov.vn;
· Viet Nam Certification Centre (QUACERT): http://www.quacert.gov.vn;
· Information Center for Standards, Metrology and Quality : http://www.tcvnifo.gov.vn;
· Quality Assurance and Testing Center 1: http://www.quatest1.com.vn;
· Quality Assurance and Testing Center 3 (QUATEST 3): http://www.quatest3.com.vn.

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Standards Department

Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality

Ministry of Science and Technology

Tel: + 84 4 3791 1629; or + 84 4 2210 8732

E-mail: bantieuchuan@tcvn.gov.vn

	

	Standards and Conformance


	Regulations and Standards in the field of Information and Communications

1. Circular no. 05/2014/TT-BTTTT dated March 19th, 2014 on Regulations on list of products and goods liable to cause unsafeness under the management responsibilities of MIC.

2.  Circular no. 28/2014/TT-BTTTT dated December 30th, 2014 on providing for the recognition of testing laboratories regarding products and commodities in the fields of telecommunications and information technology.
3.  Circular 01/2015/TT-BTTTT dated February 13th, 2015 on regulating appointed testing laboratories specialized in quality management of Ministry of Information Communications.  

4.  List of national technical regulations: 

· QCVN01:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN12:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN15:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN18:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN34:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN47:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN78:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN79:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN80:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN81:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN82:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN83:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN84:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN85:2014/BTTTT;

· QCVN86:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN87:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN88:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN89:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN90:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN91:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN92:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN93:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN94:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN95:2015/BTTTT;

· QCVN96:2015/BTTTT.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.rfd.gov.vn
www.vnta.gov.vn
www.mic.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	1. The Authority of Radio Frequency Managment;

2. Viet Nam Telecommunication Authority;

3.   Ministry of Information and Communiations.
	

	Customs Procedures


	- From January 1st, 2014 to October 15th, 2015, 100% customs agencies have been used the electronical customs through the  VNACCS/VCIS system with the results as follows:

+ 66,000 enterprises;

+ Total export-import turnover: 451.71 billion USD;

+ Total customs forms: 11.4 millions.

- The VNACCS/VCIS system was officially in use since April 1st, 2014 and now has been applied at all Customs agencies in Viet Nam

- We have applied e-Manifest and e-Payment; E-Permit and e-C/O are at the experimental stage;

- The Law on Customs was amemded on 23 June 2014 and came into force since 1 January 2015.

Progresses made since the last submission of IAP: 

- Circular no.38/2015/TT-BTC dated March 25th, 2015 of MOF  on customs procedures, import-export taxes and tax administration applied to imported and exported goods;
- Circular no.42/2015/TT-BTC dated March 27th, 2015 of MOF on customs procedures applied to transportation means to be exported, imported and transitted;

- Circular no. 14/2015/TT-BTC dated January 30th, 2015 of MOF guiding goods classification, analysis to classify goods; analysis to inspect quality and food safety for exported and imported goods;

- Circular no. 39/2015/TT-BTC dated March 25th, 2015 of MOF on customs valuation for exported and imported goods;

- Circular No. 203/2014/TT-BTC dated December 22nd, 2015 of MOF guiding the handling of stagnant goods in areas of customs operations;

- Circular no. 12/2015/TT-BTC dated January 30th, 2015 of MOF regulating procedures for certification of customs declarations; granting and withdrawing codes of customs agent staffs; regulating order, procedures for recognising and operating of agents doing customs declarations;

- Circular no. 13/2015/TT-BTC dated January 20th, 2015 of MOF regulating inspection, supervision and temporary suspension of customs procedures for exported and imported goods that are subjects of intellectual property rights; control of counterfeit goods and goods infringing intellectual property rights;

- Circular no. 49/2015/TT-BTC dated April 14th, 2015 of MOF  Regulating customs procedures for mails, postal matters and parcels, imports and exports sent via postal services provided by designated enterprises;
- Circular no.72/2015/TT-BTC dated May 12th, 2015 of MOF guiding the application of priority policy in customs procedures, customs inspection and supervision for exported and imported goods of enterprises, which will take effect as from June 19th, 2015;
- Circular no. 103/2015/TT-BTC dated July 1st, 2015  of MOF providing the list of exported and imported goods of Viet Nam;  
-  Circular no.120/2015/TT-BTC dated August 14th, 2015  of MOF providing for forms, print mode, releasing and managing of Customs Declarations for people exit, entry or transit in Viet Nam;
- Circular no.143/2015/TT-BTC dated September 11th, 2015 of MOF  on customs procedures and management of automobiles and motorcycles of organizations and individuals allowed to import and temporarily import for non-commercial purpose will take effect as from October 26th, 2015;  

- Law on Customs in 2014;

- Decree no. 08/2015/NĐ-CP dated January 21st, 2015 of the Government  guiding customs procedures, inspection, supervision and control;
-  Decree no. 01/2015/NĐ-CP dated January 2nd, 2015 of the Government  stipulating the scope of customs operating locations, responsibilities for coordination in fighting the smuggling or illegal transportation of goods across the border;
- Implement national single window mechanism: linked with MOH, MOIT, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, MOST, MIC, Ministry of Culture, Sport and Tourism. Have technical links with ASEAN members, including:  Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand and ready for fully connected with ASEAN single window mechanism.


	- Continue to complete  VNACCS/VCIS system and its linkage to the national single window mechanism to implement the electronical customs;

- Continue to implement and accomplish the systems of  e-Manifest, e-Payment, e-Permit, e-C/O;

- Fully complete the national single window and connect with ASEAN linkage. Extend the application of national single window to all Ministries and Industries in terms of scopes and subjects;

- Fully link into the ASEAN single window and get ready to connect for information exchange with non ASEAN trading partners in order to facilitate Vietnamese exported goods and enhance the control of imported goods.



	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Dương Văn Tâm

Deputy Director General

International Cooperation Department, General Department of Customs

Tel: +84 4 3944 0833/ext 8958

Mobile : +84913003629

Fax: +84 4 3944 0645

E-mail: tamdv@customs.gov.vn or tamcustoms@mail.com or icd@customs.gov.vn

	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Viet Nam has promulgated following legal documents on intellectual property rights (IPRs) in order to conform to WTO requirements as follows:
- Customs Law (Law No. 54/2014/QH13 dated 23 June 2014);

- Decree No. 21/2015/ND-CP dated 14 February  2015 of the Government regulating loyalties and rewards for cinematographic, art, theatrical works and other forms of art performance;
- Decree No. 78/2015/ND-CP dated 14 September 14, 2015 of the Government on enterprise registration; 

- Circular No. 11/2015/TT-BKHCN dated 26 June 2015 of the Ministry of Science and Technology detailing and guiding the implementation some articles of the Decree No. 99/2013/ND-CP dated 29 August 2013 of the Government on sanctioning of administrative violations in the field of industrial property; 

- Circular No. 13/2015/TT-BTC dated 30 January 2015 of the Ministry of Finance defining inspection, supervision, temporary suspension of customs procedures for exported and imported goods that are subjects of intellectual property rights; control of counterfeit and pirated goods 

- Procedures on handling of applications for registration of IP have been continuously improved to simplify procedures and modernize office operations and shorten the time for application handling towards ensuring the time limit prescribed by the law. 

- In the field of intellectual property rights enforcement, Viet Nam continued its efforts to strengthen the enforcement activities of intellectual property rights, contributing to a transparent business environment, creating good conditions for rightholders to use, exploit and protect their intellectual property rights; and ensuring full implementation of international commitments in the WTO framework. 
In addition, the intellectual property rights enforcement agencies of Viet Nam (police, market surveillance, customs, specialized inspectors) have actively cooperated in prevention and anti-infringement of intellectual property rights; regularly exchanged information, coordinated and carried out a series of inspections, checkings goods in domestic, export and import channels, and handled many infringements of intellectual property rights.

- The propaganda, education and training on intellectual property rights are always attached with due attention with deeper level and wider scope with under various forms (from only in the form of seminars, reports, flyers, etc. in the past to in the form of TV shows, game shows, mass media programs at the present). Programs in collaboration with the mass media, especially television has attracted a large audience, contributing to bring intellectual property issues closer to everyday life.
	- Improving legal regulations on intellectual property rights, including the following: 
-  Criminal Code revised ;

-  Intellectual Property Law revised;
- a Circular of the Ministry of Science and Technology amending and supplementing Circular No. 01/2007/TT-BKHCN dated February 14, 2007 guiding the implementation of Decree No.103/ND-CP dated 22 September 2006 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the IP Law regarding industrial property (comprehensively revised to remove the difficulties and obstacles in the implementation of practices);

- a Circular of Ministry of Science and Technology guiding the implementation of Decree No.  13/2012/ND-CP dated 02 March 2012 of the Government on Innovation Regulations.

- Continue to improve capacity building of the intellectual property offices through staff training and application of information technology.

- Continue to promote training, communication and dissemination of knowledge about intellectual property in various forms (conferences, seminars and training courses on intellectual property) as well as the inclusion of intellectual property into university curriculum.



	Website for further information:  
	www.noip.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Nguyen Duc Dung

Director, International Cooperation Division

National Office of Intellectual Property, 

Ministry of Sicence and Technology

Tel: 04. 35588217

Fax: 04.38588449

Email: qhqt@noip.gov.vn  

Mrs. Vu Thi Thuy Lien

Official in charge of APEC affairs

International Cooperation Division

National Office of Intellectual Property, 

Ministry of Sicence and Technology
ĐT: 04.35588774


	

	Competition Policy


	General Policy Framework

To ensure uniformity and consistency with the legal documents which have been issued, as well as to overcome the limitations and shortcomings in the application and enforcement of Competition Law, recently, Vietnam issued some important legal documents in competition, including
: 

- Decree No. 71/2014/ND-CP dated 21 July  2014 of the Government on imposition of violations penalties against the Law on Competition replacing Decree No.120/2005/ND-CP dated 30th September 2005  
The promulgation of the Decree No. 71/2014/ND-CP aims to ensure the consistency with prevailing legislations, to ensure the legal basis for the handling violations against the Competition Law, overcoming the shortcomings and limitations in the past, and at the same time meeting the general trend of management on competition in the process of international economic integration.

Compared with the previous regulations, the Decree No. 71/2014/ND-CP has  many new provisions including: more specific regulations on determination of fines for violations against regulations on control of anti-competitive practices, more specific regulations on determination rates of fines for violations against regulations on  unfair competition behaviours, regulations on increasing fines for violations against unfair competition behaviours, regulations on detailing  the competence to impose fines of the Director General of Vietnam Competition Authority (VCA). The new regulations will improve the effectiveness of competition law application and enforcement.

This Decree has been in effective since 15th September 2014.

- Decree No.07/2015/ND-CP dated 16th January 2015 of the Government defining the functions, tasks, powers and organizational structure of the Competition Council replacing the Decree No. 05 /2006/ND-CP dated 9th  January  2006. 

The Decree No. 07⁄2015⁄ND-CP clearly provides the independent position of Vietnam Competition Council. In particular, the Decree defines that the Vietnam Competition Council (VCC) is the authority to conduct independent competition procedure, established by the Government, to have functions of processing, handling and making decisions on violations of competition restriction practices. In addition, the duties of  VCC include: conducting proceeding on competition restriction practices cases, resolving complaints of VCC’s decisions; participating in administrative proceeding on competition cases, and the administrative duties including: dissemination of competition law; Organization of research, related document, and international cooperation on competition.

The Decree has been in effective since 5th March 2015.

- Decree No. 42/2014/ND-CP dated 14th May 2014 of the Government on Management of Multi-Level Marketing Activities, replacing the Decree No.110/2005/ND-CP dated 24th August 2005
The Decree No. 42/2014/NĐ-CP was regarded as an important step in the process of finalizing legal framework, increasing control, enhancing the effectiveness of state management of multi-level marketing activities with the purpose of better protection the interests of not only marketing participants involved but also the multi-level marketing enterprises. The Decree 42/2014/ND-CP  has some new provisions, including: the Ministry of Industry and Trade is the state agency having the authorization of issuing the Registration Certificates as well as managing Multi-level marketing activities on national scale, requirements for issuing the Multi-Level Marketing Registration Certificate, regulations on the Multi-Level Marketing Registration Certificate, Supplementing provisions on training, Changes in provisions related to practices by multi-level marketing enterprises, Supplementing provisions on suspension of multi-level marketing operation, etc.

The Decree has been in effective since 1st July 2014.

- Circular No 24/2014/TT-BCT stipulating implementation provisions of the Government’s Decree No. 42/2014/ND-CP dated 14th May 2014 on the management of multi-level marketing activities, replacing the Circular No.19/2005/TT-BTM dated 8th November 2005

The main content of this Circular stipulates administrative procedures in management of multi-level marketing activityand including the corresponding forms. The Decree has been in effective since 15th September 2014.

Research, review and consolation for competition policy
In 2014, Vietnam Competition Authority (Ministry of Industry and Trade) conducted and completed a Report on Review of competition related regulations in sectoral regulatory laws. The Report focused on researching and analyzing the compatibility as well as conflict and overlap between 20 specialized laws and policies with the competition laws and policies both on their contents and forms. On such basis, the Report stated a number of recommendations on amending and supplementing the provisions of the competition laws and specialized laws to ensure the integrity of the legal system. The report also gave solutions and specific applications to deal with in the case of conflict between the said laws and policies.

In monitoring and supervising competition in specific sectors, in 2014, VCA conducted a report on port and container shipping market in Vietnam. The report gives an overview of the port and container shipping market, focusing on market structure, competition practices of enterprises in the market. Based on these, the report gave solutions to enhance state administration and supervision over the market as well as to ensure the market efficiency.

Advocacy and education of competition policy

VCA continued to promote the education and advocacy of competition legislation and policies to business community, business associations in the form of organizing conferences, seminars, forums, and training courses as well as by indirect methods such as printing leaflets, via the Internet, etc. In addition, in order to diversify the channels of information as well as to create a forum for exchanging knowledge and experience about competition policies and legislation among policy makers, researchers, entrepreneurs and consumers, VCA has  published its bi-monthly “Competition and Consumers” Bulletin in both English and Vietnamese editions.

Regarding the strategy of education and advocacy of the competition laws by sector, recently, VCA focus its advocacy program in specific sectors of the economy, including a number of areas such as maritime transport, building materials market, etc. 

Competition Policy in FTAs/RTAs

The two years 2014 -2015 haves been considered as a successful year of Vietnam in the negotiations of bilateral and multilateral free trade agreements. The content of competition policy plays an increasingly important role in those negotiations, contributing to the creation of new comprehensive FTAs. In the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and Eurasian Economic Union, the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and Korea (signed), the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreements (TPP), the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and EU (concluded negotiations), these Agreements contain the separate chapter on competition policy.

In addition, Vietnam is negotiating competition policy chapter in the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and EFTA, and Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).
	Vietnam is conducting research and review on amendment of Competition Law, after the completion of the overall review, Vietnam will recommend a roadmap for making the legislature at a suitable time.



	Website for further information:  
	www.vca.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Competition Policy Division

Vietnam Competition Authority, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Tel: +84 4 22205014; Fax: + 84 4 222 05 003

Email: hangpv@moit.gov.vn

	

	Government Procurement


	- Decree No.63/2014/ND-CP on detailing the implementation of several provisions of the law on bidding regarding the selection of contractors, came into force the August 15th 2015

- Decree No.15/2015/ND-CP on investment in the form of Public Private Partnership, came into force the April 10th 2015

- Decree No.30/2015/ND-CP on the guidelines for some articles on investor selection of the law bidding, came into effect the May 5th 2015

- Circular No.01/2015/TT-BKHĐT dated February 14th, 2015 providing guidance on the preparation of Request for Expressions of Interest, Tender  documentation and Request for Proposals with regard to procurement of consulting service, with effect from April 15th, 2015;
- Circular No.03/2015/TT-BKHĐT dated May 6th, 2015 providing guidance on the preparation of tender documentation with regard to procurement of works, with effect from July 01st, 2015;
- Circular No. 05/2015/TT-BKHĐT dated June 16th, 2015 providing guidance on the preparation of tender documentation with regard to procurement of goods, with effect from August 01st, 2015;
- Circular No.07/2015/TT-BKHĐT dated September 08th, 2015 detailing guidance on the provision and publication of information on procurement and selection of suppliers by electronic means, with effect from November 01st, 2015;
- Circular No.10/2015/TT-BKHĐT dated October 26th, 2015 providing guidance on procurement planning, with effect from December 10th, 2015;
- Circular No.11/2015/TT-BKHĐT dated October 27th, 2015 providing guidance on the preparation of Request for Proposals in cases of direct contracting and shopping, with effect from December 22nd, 2015.
	-  A Circular on preparation of prequalification documents, requests for proposals, tender documentation for selection of PPP investors;

-  A Circular on procurement inspection;

- A Circular on preparation of prequalification documents, requests for proposals, tender documentation for selection of investors in investment projects that use land;



	Website for further information:  
	www.mpi.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr Nguyen Thanh Tuan

Bidding Management Department, Ministry of Planning and Investment

Điện thoại: 080.44239

Email: nguyenthanhtuan@mpi.gov.vn


	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Vietnam continued to review existing regulations and promote deregulation. This represented a substance of work to improve the business-investment environment in the context of Vietnam’s deeper integration into the regional and world economy. The Government of Vietnam issued two Resolutions, under the same code 19/NQ-CP, in 2014 and 2015. These Resolutions emphasize the need to enhance competitiveness and improve the business environment. The policy framework related to macroeconomic policy management, market entry, competition, government procurement, foreign investment and trade were further improved with better transparency and predictability. Some laws were promptly issued and amended to address contemporary limitations, such as the amended Enterprise Law, amended Investment Law, Law on Public Investment Management, etc. The involved Ministries have made efforts to prepare guiding documents for these Laws. The preparation of laws and under-law documents incorporated rigorous and scientific analyses, with consultation of various groups of enterprises and households in the drafting process.

Vietnam also attempted to further reduce unnecessary burden of regulations to trade and investment activities. The commitments on reducing tariff and liberalizing services market under international arrangements were fulfilled; in some areas, the pace of liberalization was even more rapid than commitment. The Government ministries and agencies had active and frequent dialogues with the business communities to disseminate information, raise awareness and address difficulties for the enterprises in various areas, such as tax and custom procedures, credit, etc. Following the APEC New Strategy for Structural Reforms in 2011-2015 (ANSSR), Vietnam worked together with other APEC member economies to prepare, discuss, and finalize the Renewed APEC Agenda for Structural Reforms (RAASR) which incorporate an Ease of Doing Business Program for 2015-2018.

The above reforms helped Vietnam to improve its rankings in various Doing Business indicators. In October 2015, according to the assessment by the World Bank, Vietnam improved its overall ranking from 93rd to 90th (out of 189 economies). The areas with most significant improvement are getting electricity (up by 22 positions, to 108th); getting credit (up by 8 positions, to 28th). These achievements are even more profound given that various countries and economies have made serious efforts to simplify regulations and procedures that affect business activities in 2014-2015.)
	In the forthcoming years, alongside economic recovery and more comprehensive integration in line with the Politburo Resolution on international integration and key free trade agreements, Vietnam needs to accelerate the reviews of regulations and deregulations to further enhance the attractiveness of its business-investment environment. The proposed lines of actions in 2016-2017 include:

- Further institutional reforms to enhance the foundations for market economy in Vietnam.

- Resolution of issues, improve policies, enforcing mechanisms and incentives in various areas of business-investment environment, including starting a business, getting electricity, protecting investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, reducing discriminatory treatment between enterprises of various ownership forms, regulations on insolvency.

- Review, identification of issues in mechanisms, policies, procedures related to investment and trade activities upon implementation of further integration commitments.

- Build capacity to employ modern tools for improving quality of regulations, which include regulatory impact assessment, ex post assessment of regulation, public consultation, reducing unnecessary burden on business, and international regulatory cooperation.)



	Website for further information:  
	 www.ciem.org.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Nguyen Anh Duong
Deputy Director
 Macroeconomic policy Department
central institute economic management
Tel: +848044204; Fax: +84438456795;
 Email: aduong@mpi.gov.vn
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	- Completed and sent to WTO members Vietnam’s Notification on Subsidy 2011 – 2013;

- Completed and sent to WTO members Vietnam’s Notification on Import Licensing Regime.
	 - To ratify Trade Facilitation Agreement.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Tran Ba Cuong

In charge of the WTO Division, Department for Multilateral Trade Policy, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (844) 22205420

Fax: (844) 22202525

Email: cuongtb@moit.gov.vn

	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	- Issue Circular no. 20/2014/TT-BCT dated June 25th, 2014 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade stipulating rules of origin in FTA ASEAN – Korea. 

- Issue Circular no. 21/2014/TT-BCT dated June 25th, 2014 amending, supplementing specific Rules on good items attached to Circular no. 36/2010/TT-BCT dated November 15th, 2010 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade implementing revised Rules, Procedures for granting and checking origin and Rules on specific good items according to harmony system of 2007 version in Trade in Goods Agreement under Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between ASEAN and China.

- Issue Circular no. 20/2014/TT-BCT dated June 25th, 2014 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade stipulating rules of origin in FTA ASEAN – Korea.

- Issue Circular no. 21/2014/TT-BCT dated June 25th, 2014 amending, supplementing specific Rules on good items attached to Circular no. 36/2010/TT-BCT dated November 15th, 2010 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade implementing revised Rules, Procedures for granting and checking origin and Rules on specific good items according to harmony system of 2007 version in Trade in Goods Agreement under Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between ASEAN and China.

- Issues Circular no. 42/2014/TT-BCT dated November 18th, 2014 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade amending, supplementing several articles of Circular No. 21/2010/TT-BCT dated May 17th, 2010 of Minister of Industry and Trade on implementing the Rule of Origin provided in ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement.

- Issues Circular no. 04/2015/TT-BCT dated March 16th, 2015 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade amending, supplementing Rule of specific articles promulgated in conjunction with Circular No. 20/2014TT-BCT of Minister of Industry and Trade dated June 25th, 2014 stipulating the implementation of rule of origin in ASEAN – Korea Free Trade Agreement.

- Issues Circular no. 28/2015/TT-BCT dated August 20th, 2015 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade stipulating the pilot implementation of self-certifying origin of goods in ASEAN Agreement on Trade in Goods.

- Issues Circular no. 31/2015/TT-BCT dated September 24th, 2015 by Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Trade stipulating the implementation of rules of origin in FTA ASEAN – Australia – New Zealand.


	The plan for the forthcoming time: Continue reviewing, amending, improving the system of mechanism, policies and regulations in Viet Nam’s law



	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	- General Policy Division, Agency for Foreign Trade, Ministry of Industry and Trade

- Tel: (04) 2220 2468/ E-mail: hienttt@moit.gov.vn

	

	Dispute Resolution


	Decision No 04/2014 / QD-TTg dated 01/14/2014 of the Prime Minister for decision on issuing the Regulation on coordination in handling international investment disputes.
	Develop a draft decree on commercial mediation

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Mobility of Business People


	- Law No.47/2014/QH13 dated June 16, 2014 on entry, exit, transit and residence of foreigner in Vietnam.

- Decree No. 64/2015/ND-CP dated August 06, 2015 of the Government providing for principles, content, coordination forms and responsibility of implementation of ministries, sectors and localities in managing foreigners to enter, exit, transit or reside in Viet Nam;
- Decree No. 94/2015/ND-CP dated October 16, 2015 of the Government amending, supplementing a number of Articles of the Decree No. 136/2007/ND-CP dated August 17, 2007 on Vietnamese citizens exit and entry;

- Decision No.54/2015/QD-TTG dated October 29th 2015 amending and supplementing a number of articles of the regulation on issuance and management of APEC Business Travel Cards enclosed with Decision No.45/2006 dated February 28th, 2006.

- Circular No. 04/2015/TT-BCA dated January 05, 2015 of the Ministry of Public Security regulating paper forms for entry, exit and residence by foreigners in Vietnam;

- Circular No. 31/2015/TT-BCA dated July 06, 2015 of the Ministry of Public Security guiding a number of contents on grant of visas, temporary residence cards, exit and entry permits and permanent residency for foreigners in Vietnam.


	- Creating Circular to guide the implementation of Decree No.136/2007/ ND-CP and Decree No.94/2015/ND-CP dated 16/10/2015 of the Government;
- Creating Circular to guide the implementation of Decision No 45/2006/ ND-TTg and Decision No.54/2015/QD-TTg of the Prime Minister;
- Continue developing the technical design of the allocation, control and management of electronic passports to Vietnamese citizens;
- Continue researching and building National Immigration Portal and deploy IT applications for temporary residence declaration to foreigners.


	Website for further information:  
	www.vnimm.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Cục Quản lý xuất nhập cảnh, Bộ Công An

Điện thoại: 0438257941

Email: vnimm@hn.vnn.vn

	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	MFN Tariff Rates
http://www.customs.gov.vn/SitePages/Tariff-Search.aspx?language=en-US
Preferential Tariff Rates
http://www.customs.gov.vn/SitePages/Tariff-Search.aspx?language=en-US
RTAs/FTAs Rules Of Origin

http://www.ecosys.gov.vn/Homepage/DocumentView.aspx 

Best Practices in Trade Facilitation

http://customs.gov.vn/Lists/TinHoatDong/TinTuc.aspx?Category=M%E1%BB%99t%20c%E1%BB%ADa
Domestic Trade and Customs Laws/Regulation

http://www.moit.gov.vn/en/Pages/LegalDocument.aspx
http://mof.gov.vn/portal/page/portal/mof_en/ld
http://customs.gov.vn/Lists/EnglishDocuments/Default.aspx?language=en-US
Procedure and Documentary Requirements

MOIT

http://kstthc.moit.gov.vn/
MOF:

http://www.mof.gov.vn/portal/page/portal/mof_vn/tthc
Authorized Economy Operator/Trusted 

Trade Program and MRAs

http://vccinews.com/
Domestic Trade Repository

http://www.moit.gov.vn/en/Pages/default.aspx

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Name: Ho Kim Chi
Ministry: Industry and Trade

Tel: +84 4 2220 5418
Fax: + 84 4 2220 2525
E-mail: chihk@moit.gov.vn
Name: Nguyen Anh Tuan
Ministry: Industry and Trade

Tel: +84 4 2220 5418
Fax: + 84 4 2220 2525
E-mail: tuannan@moit.gov.vn

	

	Transparency


	 - Law No.80/2015/QH13 dated June 22, 2015 of the National Assembly. 

This Law took effect from July 1st, 2015.
- Joint Circular issued by the ministries; direction of People's Committees are legal documents were issued prior to the effective date of this Law, will continue taking effect until it appears  the repealed document or replaced by other legal texts.
- Law promulgated legal documents No.17/2008/QH12 and Law promulgated legal documents of the People's Council, People's Committee No.31/2004/QH11 expire after the effective date of this Law.
	- Building a draft Decree guiding issued legal documents No.80/2015/QH13.
 

	Website for further information:  
	www.moj.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	International Law Department, Ministry of Justice
Phone: +844 62739321 
Fax: +844 62739359
Email: botuphap@moj.gov.vn

	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	- ASEAN – India Agreement on Trade in Services and ASEAN – India Agreement on Investment: were signed in November 2014 in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar and in force on 01 July 2015 for six AMS, namely Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam as well as India.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	ASEAN Division, Multilateral Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade
Tel: (844)22205417

Fax: (844) 22202525

Email: phuonghv@moit.gov.vn

	- Description of current   agreements
	The FTA was officially signed at the Prime Minister level, on behalf of State, on May 29th, 2015 in Burabay, Republic of Kazakhstan. The FTA comes into force 60 days after the note of Vietnam, Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Armenia on respective fulfilment of internal pocedures.

The FTA is scheduled to be reviewed 3 years after coming into force and after every 5 years for the following reviews. 

On August 19, 2015, by Decision No. 1805/QĐ-CTN, President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has approved VN - EAEU FTA.



	- Future plans


	1. In Government Office’s Oficial Letter No. 1771/VPCP-QHQT date August 24th, 2015, Prime Minister  assigned  Ministry of Industry and Trade to take  prime responsibility in FTA implementation. With the aim to bring FTA into force soon, Member-States should be active in ratification procedures. Ministry of Industry and Trade is to actively coordinate with Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vietnamese Embassies, and Vietnamese Commercial Sections in FTA Member-States in eccelerating ratification by the Member-States through diplomatic chanel;

2. To disseminate FTA commitments to management bodies and business community, including: Organizing conferences, seminars, workshops, symposiums on tariff commitment, RO, trade-safeguard… Ministry of Industry and Trade has schedule to publish and regularly update booklet on market in Member-States; To establish contact point (Q&A - through e-mail) on FTA and Member-States;
3. To coordinate with local authorities in preparation for FTA reviews;
4. To cary out trade promotion and marketing events in Member-States, focusing on foods and agro-exports from Vietnam;

5. To coordinate with Eurasian Economic Commission in establishing Joint-Committee, Committee on Trade in Goods, and Sub-Committee on RO with meeting on annual basis and/or at request.


	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	Department of European Market, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (844)22205377

Fax: (844) 22202525

Email: vca@moit.gov.vn

	Description of current   agreements
	For implementation of the Free Trade Agreement Viet Nam – Korea (VKFTA), Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT) has issued Circular no. 40/2015/TT-BCT dated November 18th, 2015 stipulating the implementation of rules of origin in VKFTA. This Circular is uploaded on the MOIT Web Portal (www.moit.gov.vn) and will enter into force on January 1st 2016.

	Future plans
	The Leaders of Viet Nam and Korea have agreed to change date of entry into force of VKFTA into December 20th, 2015 therefore Agency of Foreign Trade will submit Ministerial Leader the corresponding revision of effective date.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn

	Contact point for further details:
	Asia Pacific Market Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade
vcatbd@moit.gov.vn

	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	1. FTA between Vietnam – European Union 

On June 26th 2012, Vietnam and the EU have officially launched negotiations on Vietnam - EU Free Trade Agreement. After 3 years with 14 official and several intersessional rounds of negotiations, on 4th August 2015, Vietnam and the European Union announced the agreement in principle of EVFTA negotiations. The two sides are currently conducting technical reviews towards signing the Agreement.

	
	Agreement #2


	2. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

At the ASEAN Summit 21 in November 2012, the ASEAN Leaders and six FTA partners of ASEAN, including India, South Korea, Japan, New Zealand, China and Australia declared the launch of RCEP negotiations. Parties are putting effort into concluding negotiation by 2016. 

	
	Agreement #3


	3. ASEAN Trade in Service Agreement

ASEAN is currently negotiating the ASEAN Trade in Service Agreement (ATISA) as an upgrade one, which replaces the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services (AFAS), aims to complete in 2016.

	
	Agreement #4


	4. ASEAN – Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership

Negotiating Chapters on Services and Investment under the ASEAN – Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP) framework.

	
	Agreement #5


	5. ASEAN – China Free Trade Agreement

Negotiating to upgrade the ASEAN – China Free Trade Agreement (ACFTA)

	
	Agreement #6


	Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP)

On 5th October 2015, TPP Parties reached final agreement on free trade deal. On 5th October 2015, TPP Parties released full text of  Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement.  



	
	Agreement #7


	

	
	Agreement #8


	

	
	Agreement #9


	

	
	Agreement #10


	

	
	Agreement #11


	

	
	Agreement #12


	

	
	Agreement #13


	

	
	Agreement #14


	

	
	Agreement #15


	

	
	Agreement #16


	

	
	Agreement #17


	

	
	Agreement #18


	

	
	Agreement #19


	

	
	Agreement #20


	

	- Future plans


	- To officially sign and ratify the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

	Website for further information:  
	http://tpp.moit.gov.vn/


	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Tran Ba Cuong

In charge of the WTO Division, Department for Multilateral Trade Policy, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (844) 22205420

Fax: (844) 22202525

Email: cuongtb@moit.gov.vn


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 


� The legal documents can be found on the website of Vietnam Competition Authority www.qlct.gov.vn  





