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Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Russia is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	In August 2012 Russia became a full-fledged WTO member. Commitments undertaken under the WTO agreements are an important step towards liberalization of trade between Russia and other WTO members and consequently APEC members (WTO members) and achieving the Bogor Goals. 


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any)
	Improvements made since  2011IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Tariffs
	A new version of the Common Customs Tariff of the Customs Union approved by the Decision of the Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) on July 16, 2012 №54. Tariff reduction was implemented in order to adjust import duties at the level of the Customs Union as a part of Russia’s WTO commitments. 

The first stage of the reduction of bound rates for import duties was implemented from July 16, 2012. Starting from September 1, 2013 rates of import duties on 5100 commodity items were reduced in respect of Russia’s WTO commitments. In 2012 – 2013 Russia reduced rates of import duties at the level lower than in its WTO commitments on certain industrial and agricultural products. In respect of an increase of import duties for certain products, tariff was raised to the level allowed by Russia’s commitments to the WTO.

Russia also completed all necessary approval procedures at both national and Customs Union level in order fulfil its WTO commitments under the ITA by September 1, 2013. Therefore, Russia became a party of the Information Technology Agreement (ITA) on 16th of September, 2013.
	Transitional periods for the liberalization of market access usually account for 2-3 years and for the most sensitive goods 5-7 years. In general, the average weighted rate is to be reduced by 3% from current level until the bound levels agreed in the negotiations of Russia’s accession to the WTO. A similar decrease will be for industrial goods. Regarding the agricultural products and food the reduction will be about 4.4%.

The implementation of the WTO commitments will bring considerable reduction to in-quota and out-of-quota tariff rates for pork.

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development 
(Russia, Moscow)

www.economy.gov.ru

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Tamara Zakharova (ZakharovaTV@economy.gov.ru
Alexandra Karpova (KarpovaAV@economy.gov.ru)
	

	Non-Tariff Measures
	Import licensing on alcohol and ethanol was abolished in august 2012. 

The Unified list of goods subject to mandatory conformity assessment by conformity declaration was amended by the Decisions of the EEC Board of 13.11.2012 № 226. Currently foreign manufacturers have the option to use declarations of conformity based on the CU common form.

10 new technical regulations of the Customs Union were adopted.

Agriculture

The Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission (November 20, 2012 № 229) establishes tariff quotas and the volume of tariff quotas for the import of certain goods by the countries of the Customs Union and the Common Economic Space.

The Governmental Regulation of the Russian Federation (December 21, 2012, №1358) defines the licensing mechanism and allocation of meat products volumes.

The Governmental Regulation of the Russian Federation (December 21, 2012, №1359) defines the licensing mechanism and allocation of milk products volumes.
	Preparation and adoption of new technical regulations of the Customs Union.

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development 
(Russia, Moscow)

www.economy.gov.ru
Ministry of Agriculture (Russia, Moscow)
www.mcx.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Andrei Schegolev (SchegolevAV@economy.gov.ru)

Olga Mokina (MokinaOS@economy.gov.ru)

	

	Services


	GATS Implementation

Russian legislation in respect of trade in services was brought in conformance with the WTO commitments under GATS. Particular features on market access were included into the Schedule of Specific Commitments of the Russian Federation. 
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Investment


	For further elimination of excessive administrative barriers and attracting investment in the most problem spheres of state regulation the road maps of the National enterprise initiative (elaborated by the Agency of Strategic Initiatives) were being realized in 2012-2013.

10 roadmaps have already been approved by the Government of the Russian Federation in the following spheres: construction, customs administration, access to power networks, registration of property, registration of enterprises, development of competition, assistance to export, ensuring access of SMEs to government procurement, improvement of the quality of the business environment regulation. By the moment 45% of the planned measures have been executed (15% of total number of measures approved). 
In conformity with the road maps 70 legal acts were adopted in 20120-2013.


	To further improve the law of the Russian Federation on foreign investments, the draft Federal Law “On Introducing Amendments to No.57-FZ Federal Law “On the Procedures for Foreign Investments in the Business Entities of Strategic Importance for the National Defense and State Security” of 29th April 2008 was prepared and submitted to the Government of the Russian Federation in 2012. These changes are aimed at eliminating excessive administrative barriers for foreign investors completing transactions with strategic business entities. The draft law has passed the first reading in the State Duma.

Realization of the road maps will allow creating more favorable conditions for business activity in the Russian Federation, and reducing significantly administrative barriers. 



	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development 
(Russia, Moscow)

www.economy.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Kozyreva Elena KozyrevaEA@economy.gov.ru
Minaeva Natalia MinaevaNA@economy.gov.ru
Tsekhmistrenko Natalia

Tsekhmistrenko@economy.gov.ru
	

	Standards and Conformance


	In 2012-2013 the Russian Federation continued implementation of national policies regarding standards and conformity, based on the following principles: 
1. concept of national standardization system; 

2. amendments to the Federal Law «On technical regulation»: 

3. changes related to the conformity assessment of new products;
4. application of standardization documents, that the voluntary use of provides compliance with technical regulations requirements;

5. new rules concerning the registration of declarations of conformity in the unified register;

6. functions of the national accreditation body were specified.
The Concept of the national standardization system development of the Russian Federation for the period to 2020 (State Instruction by the Government of the Russian Federation No. 1762-р of September,24 2012) was approved. The Сoncept comprises a system of views on the development of the national standardization system and forms goals, objectives and directions of its development up to 2020. 
The Federal Law “On technical regulation” No.184-FZ of December, 27 2012 introduced amendments to a number of Federal Laws in this field. The law was aimed at improving standardization at the national 
and regional levels: modernization of the standardization procedures (simplification, acceleration); more active involvement of companies in standardization procedures.
International agreements in the frames of cooperation within EASC and the Customs Union  were signed.

The Agreements of CU establish the main instruments of the common policy in the following areas:

· harmonization of national legislation in the area of technical regulation, 

· development and adoption of technical regulations (TRs) of the CU, 

· implementation of common procedure on development of TRs in CU, 

· harmonization of standards and implementation of relevant international standards as a basis for the elaboration of TRs, 

· implementation of common forms and rules for conformity assessment.


	Further development of the activity according to the Action Plan for the implementation of the Concept of the national standardization system development of the Russian Federation for the period to 2020.
Improvement of the legislative base (law “On standardization in the Russian Federation” is being developed)
Strengthening of the Euro-Asian Council for Standardization, Metrology and Certification (EASC); optimization of cooperation in the Customs Union; creating the system of permanent monitoring and updating lists of standards for the CU Technical Regulations (TRs) and GOST(set of technical standards maintained by EASC) Development Programs for the CU TRs.



	Website for further information:  
	Federal Agency on Technical Regulation and Metrology 
(Russia, Moscow) 
www.gost.standart.ru
Ministry of Economic Development

www.economy.gov.ru 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Olga Samoilova (osamoilova@gost.ru)

Andrei Schegolev (SchegolevAV@economy.gov.ru)

	

	Customs Procedures


	During 2012-2013 the list of the documents submitted together with the customs declaration was reduced.

According to the order of the Federal Customs Service (FCS) of the Russian Federation of 09.03.11 No. 513 the submission of the transaction certificate in case of export or temporary removal is not required.

In order to establish electronic interdepartmental communication the FCS developed the system of technological cards (further - TCIC), providing the exchange of information by means of electronic services.

The FCS developed 32 TCICs: 31 TCICs together with 25 interested governmental bodies and 1 TCIC together with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation.

The information system of the customs authorities was modernized, and now provides the possibility to obtain necessary data from other governmental bodies.
The declaration of goods in an electronic form was further developed, (introducing technology of remote release of goods), that means that various customs authorities exercise   actual and documentary control.

The results:

- 28 customs posts (centers of electronic declaring) that are responsible only for customs operations in an electronic form;

- a number of orders regulating the procedures of using the automotive information system for declaring in electronic form, introducing the instructions for customs authorities and fixing the list of documents necessary for holding goods.
According to the Decision of the Commission of the Customs Union of 09.12.2011 No. 899 preliminary informing about the goods on the territory of the Customs Union imported by means of motor transport is obligatory since June 17, 2012. 
Since October 1, 2014 preliminary informing about the goods on the territory of the Customs Union imported by rail transport is obligatory according to the Decision of the Board of the Eurasian economic commission of 17.09.2013.


	The draft of the order of the FCS on non-presentation of the documents confirming the powers of the customs applicant while submitting the customs declaration is being prepared.

Further expansion of this practice is connected with the use of the system of the interdepartmental electronic communication and obtaining information on the existence of allowing documents of other federal executive authorities not from the interested participants of foreign trade activity, but directly from the supervisory authorities responsible for the issue of the documents.
Possibility of customs declaring in an electronic form of the goods placed under:

- special customs procedure;

- customs procedure of destruction according to the chapter 42 of the Customs code of the Customs union;

-  customs procedure of refusal in favour of the State in compliance with the chapter 43 of the Customs Code of the Customs Union.

Any customs authorities obtain the possibility to use the documents filed in an electronic form..

Improvement of placement and work of customs authorities, including the possibility declaref goods at the customs posts (centres of electronic declaring).

Introducing amendments to the normative acts of the Customs Union dealing with declaring of goods in an electronic form. 
New edition of the Agreement on submission and cancellation of  preliminary informing about goods and vehicles moved through the territory of the Customs Union is prepared (St. Petersburg, May 21, 2010):

- provides the possibility to submit preliminary information not only on goods, but also on supplies, passengers, crew being onboard;

- expands the list of cases when preliminary information is not required;

- provides the possibility to submit preliminary information on departure of goods and vehicles;

- fixes unified formats and structures in all participating countries of the Customs Union.

Work on introduction of obligatory preliminary informing about the goods on the territory of the Customs Union imported by air is carried out.

Experience in giving and use of preliminary information on the goods on territory of the Customs union imported by sea (river) transport is acquired. 

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	TRIPS implementation:

The Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of September 15, 2011 No. 781 “On amending the Statute on patent fees and other fees for legally significant acts related to patents for inventions, utility models and industrial designs, state registration of trademarks and service marks, state registration and granting of exclusive rights to the  appellation of origins, as well as to state registration of transfers of exclusive rights to other persons and of the contracts of disposal of such rights” came into force since the date of accession of the Russian Federation to the WTO. Under the Decree the notions of “resident” and “non-resident” are excluded from the above mentioned Statute.

Ensuring the granting of IP rights:

On February 1, 2012 the pilot PCT-PPH project between Rospatent and the Danish Patent and Trademark Office (DKPTO) has been launched.

On July 1, 2012 the pilot PCT-PPH project between Rospatent and the State Intellectual Property Office of the PRC (SIPO) has been launched.

On May 16, 2013, the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Field of Machine Translation between Rospatent and the European Patent Office (the EPO) was signed.

On January, 2013, the joint project of Rospatent and the Office for Harmonization on Internal Market (OHIm) “Modernization of the IPR System in the Russian Federation” has been launched in the framework of the EU-Russia initiative “Partnership for Modernization”. The project covers: legal comparison of Russian and EU trademark and design legislation; trademark and design examination guidelines; quality management and IT processes for trademark and design prosecution; modernization and alignment of appeal procedures (trademarks and designs); integration of trademark and design data in publicly accessible web-based databases.

Enforcement of IP rights:

On March 3, 2012 the draft Federal Law No 47538-6 “On amending Part I, II, III and IV of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation and certain legislative acts of the Russian Federation” was introduced for consideration to the State Duma. According to the draft Federal Law certain amendments will be introduced to the Part IV of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation concerning more effective enforcement of IP rights.

According to the Decree of the Plenum of the Supreme Commercial Court of the Russian Federation of July 2, 2013 No 51 “On launching the Intellectual Property Court” as of July 3, 2013 the Intellectual Property Court started to function.


	Due to a number of changes in the procedure of providing public services in the Russian Federation, substantial amendments are introduced to the Administrative Regulations, designed to define the functions of the federal executive authority responsible for intellectual property.

In January 2014 the pilot program Global Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH) will be launched. Participants: Australia (IP Australia), Canada (CIPO), Danmark (DKPTO), Finland (NBPR), Japan (JPO), Korea (KIPO), Norway (NIPO), Portugal (INPI), Russia (Rospatent), Spain (SPTO), Great Britain (UKIPO), the USA (USPTO) and Nordic Patetent Institute (NPI).

In order to implement Agreements that establish legal framework of the Common economic space of Republic of Byelorussia, Republic of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation there should be reached an agreement on the Treaty on trademarks, service marks and the appellation of origin on the territory of member states of the Customs Union and the Common Economic Space and the Instruction to this Treaty as well as the Treaty on coordinating activities on the intellectual property rights enforcement. 



	Website for further information:  
	www.rupto.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Anastasia GRIBANOVA
amgribanova@rupto.ru

	

	Competition Policy


	1. In 2012 a number of strategic documents were drafted and adopted that shape the work of Russia’s antimonopoly authority for a long-term period. Such documents include the Road Map on “Developing Competition and Improving the Antimonopoly Policy” (approved by No.2579-r Order of the Government of the Russian Federation of December 28, 2012) and several industry-specific Road Maps that contain measures aimed at developing competition in particular industries. 

In 2012, the Government Commission on Competition and Development of Small and Medium Enterprises was formed to coordinate efforts of executive bodies and interact with business community to develop proposals on national competition policy. 

The competition policy in the tourist and education spheres is regulated by: the Federal Law No. 47-FZ “On Introducing Changes to the Federal Law “On the Fundamental Principles of Tourist Activities in the Russian Federation” adopted in 2012. (the Act incorporates the main proposals on improving the law on tourism in the part of protecting competition in this field) and the Federal Law No. 273-FZ “On Education in the Russian Federation” adopted in 2012.

Energy

Amendments to the Federal law on competition protection, July 2006, 26  that came into legal force in January 2012. The amendments specified requirements to the market price formation during stock trading. Implementation and performance of these requirements will provide creation of object oil products market indicators.

SMEs

The  activities on promotion of competition in 2013:

a) the federal execution bodies received  competition development functions by the Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation  № 685 of August 9, 2013 to promote competition in the sectors of the economy; 

b) the rules of preparation of the annual report on the state of competition were approved taking in account the opinion of business community concerning the evaluation of competition conditions, it determines mandatory attraction of  business community to the preparation of the report;

c) the Method of assessing  performance indicators of the Head of the Federal Antimonopoly Service in the field of competition was approved in order to evaluate the efficiency of the Federal Antimonopoly Service functioning;

d) the Standard of competition development was introduced to create the systematic and uniform method of promoting competition in the regions;

e) the draft amendment to the federal law «On Protection of Competition», in the part of abolishing the notification procedure for deals in the context of the economic concentration.
	A new Federal law project that providing the right to export liquid natural gas from the Russian Federation to concrete consumers that will stimulate investing in the sphere of natural gas downstream and upstream.

Organization of gas stock trading: creating necessary conditions for equal access of all market players to the gas organized trading and providing independent control over the trading.

Further implementation of the actions fixed in the Road Map, including the introduction of a standard of competition development in five regions of the Russian Federation in 2014, in 83 regions - in 2015. The Road Map will be updated in October 2014.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.asi.ru/initiatives/npi/competition/ 
Ministry of Economic Development 
(Russia, Moscow) 
www.economy.gov.ru 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Government Procurement


	The Federal Law of April 5, 2013 № 44-FZ «On the contract system in the sphere of procurement of goods, works, services for state and municipal needs» (hereinafter - the Law on the Contract System) was adopted by the State Duma and entered into force in accordance with the article 114 of the Law, from 1 January 2014, except for certain provisions that will come into force in other terms.

The Articles 100, 101 and 102 of the Law on the Contract System stipulates new types of control, namely: departmental control in the field of procurement, control in the sphere of procurement carried out by the customer, and public control over observance of the legislation of the Russian Federation and other regulatory legal acts on the contract system in the field of procurement.


	In order to provide informational support for contract system in the field of procurement the Law on Contract System creates a unified information system, which would be launched on January 01, 2015. The unified information system will contain the results of monitoring of procurement, audit in the sphere of procurement, as well as control in the sphere of procurement. This system will ensure the openness and transparency of the contract system in the field of procurement.



	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development 
(Russia, Moscow) 
www.economy.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	1.Principal directions and objectives of the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) Institution development in 2012 – 2013 were defined by the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation on May 7, 2012 No. 601 "On principal directions of public governance system improvement", which served as the guideline for measures of organisational and normative support of the RIA procedure. The key directions of the RIA Institution development in Russia;

- implementation of the procedure for assessment of regulatory decisions by developers themselves, starting at the earliest stage of their development;

- expansion of assessment scope;

- dissemination of RIA procedures over regulatory acts of regional and municipal level;

- building of public discussion procedures on the basis of involvement of representatives of professional communities;

- improved culture of lawmaking, development of appropriate competences of governmental authorities and their officials;

- revision of existing legislation in part of regulatory acts that are outdated and do not comply with the  objectives of business climate improvement.

Throughout 2011-2013 this institution was actively developing, as a result a new model of departmental rule-making has been shaped in general, based on comprehensive analysis of proposed regulatory solutions by federal executive agencies – developers of draft regulatory acts.

2 Creation of the information systems IS "Monitoring" and IS "Licensing" for continuous monitoring of state control (supervision) and licensing activity by federal executive bodies.

Federal Law "On protection of legal entities and individual entrepreneurs in the implementation of state control (supervision) and municipal control", the sector laws regulating the control and supervision of activities in certain areas of public life have been changed in accordance with the requirements. 

The Government of the Russian Federation approved a number of new provisions and changes for the existing provisions on the implementation of certain types of supervision and licensing of various activities. 

Notification procedure for certain economic activities starting (38 activities) has been introduced.

The Federal Law "On licensing certain types of activities" sequencing licensing activity and reducing the number of licensed activities down to 50 has been developed and adopted.

A single national accreditation body has been created (Federal Service for Accreditation).

Information system "Monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the executive bodies" has been introduced into a trial service.

As of November 2013 the total number of self-regulatory organizations was over 1,000, about 70% of them involved to economic activity.

Transport

Forms, terms and periodicity (standards) of disclosing information by subjects of natural monopolies engaged in the spheres of services in transport terminals, ports and services of using infrastructure of internal  waterways, as well as the rules for  filling these forms were approved in 2011 and amended in 2012;

Forms, terms and periodicity (standards) of disclosing information by subjects of  natural monopolies operating in  the sphere of airports services, as well as the rules of filling these forms were approved in 2011;

Forms, terms, and periodicity (standards) of disclosure of the information by subjects of natural monopolies in the sphere of railway transportation were approved in 2011.
Fuel and energy complex

1. The Order of the Federal Antimonopoly Service of the Russian Federation (FAS Russia) of 13.11.2013 No 770/13 “On Introducing Amendments into forms, terms and periodicity of disclosing information by subjects of natural monopolies rendering services of oil and oil products transportation through   main pipelines, as well as the rules of filling these forms, which were approved by the Order of the FAS Russia of 28.01.2011 No 40”. 

The Order was issued for more efficient implementation of state supervision and obtaining detailed information on available capacities on specific directions of oil (oil products) transportation, as well as the ports of shipment. 

2. Introducing the practice of “model policies” development by the oil companies

In 2012-2013 a “model policy” were approved by three vertically-integrated oil companies: OJSC “Gazprom Neft” and OJSC “Bashneft”, OJSC “TNK-ВРHolding”.

The aim of introducing this practice is to fix at the level of companies acting in the oil market the principles such as: equal access and equal terms for all contracting parties; unified pricing for all contracting parties; inadmissibility of economically and (or) technologically unreasonable refusals to  conclude contracts with customers; publicity and accessibility of information on pricing; openness and transparency of activity in the market of oil products, thereby increasing the social responsibility of companies.

3. Development of the draft Order of the FAS Russia “On approval of forms, terms and periodicity of disclosing information by subjects of natural monopolies rendering services of gas transportation through pipelines” instead of the current Order of the FAS of Russia of 23.12.2011 No 893 «On approval of forms, timing and frequency of disclosure of information by subjects of natural monopolies on transport of gas through pipelines».
Financial services

The Federal law No. 146-FZ (July 2, 2013)"About modification of separate acts of the Russian Federation" is also devoted to the regulation issue. The law provides for the decrease from 20% to 10% of equity stakes transactions that require the approval of the Bank of Russia.


	1. One of the most important objectives for 2014 is to complete the RIA procedure by introduction of newly adopted regulation monitoring (ex-post analysis), that allow estimating the impact of new adopted regulation, and using federal agencies’ regulatory acts in the regime of legal experiment.

Apart from using ex-post analysis as one of the key mechanisms for quality analysis of the existing system of RIA procedures, in 2014 it is also planned to introduce a complex system for specified procedures of quality assessment, both at the federal and regional levels of public governance. One of the results of using such system will be the opportunity to assess state authorities and state officials (KPI) work quality.

It is necessary to continue work on expansion of the RIA sphere with the purpose of gradual involvement of all legal acts that relate to the issues of economic development, environmental safety, protection of competition, social issues, and also to the dissemination of the RIA procedure over regional and municipal levels of public governance.

In a longer term it will be necessary to develop and implement the concept of state regulation based on a clear definition of requirements to regulatory acts and their content; wide application of different procedures of public discussion, including the RIA; mandatory use of monitoring of actual impact of regulation that allows to relate actual results of regulatory acts realization to the stated objectives of regulation; wide usage of legal experiment, introducing the practice of adoption of a new regulatory act instead of the operating one, other up-to-date regulatory practices.
2. Adoption and implementation of the Concept of increasing effectiveness of federal executive and municipal bodies executing control and supervising activity in 2014 - 2018. Adoption of the Federal Law providing the implementation of control and supervising activity on the basis of risk management system. 

Development of the regulations providing distribution of provisions of the Federal law "On licensing certain types of activities" influencing security market, insurance activity and alcohol goods market.

Introduction of state control over the activities of accredited organizations.

Improving the system of state control and supervision.

In accordance with the Decree of the  Government of the Russian Federation of December 28, 2012, no 2579-R and the Action Plan (road map) “Development of Competition and Improving Antimonopoly Policy” in the first quarter of 2014 is planned to be adopted:
- Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation “On the procedure of non-discriminatory access to services in sea, river ports and transport terminals»;
- Regulation of the Government of the 
Russian Federation «On Introducing Amendments  into the Regulation of  July 22, 2009, № 599 «On the Order of Providing Access to Services for  Subjects of Natural Monopolies in the Airports»

Communication
In accordance with the Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of December 28, 2012 no 2579-R, the Action Plan (road map) “Development of Competition and Improving Antimonopoly Policy” (hereinafter “Plan”) provides: “introduction of the pilot projects on abolition of tariff regulation of fixed telephony services under results of the analysis conducted on the corresponding territories of the Russian Federation» (January 2014).

Besides, in accordance with the Plan, in the first quarter of 2014 it is planned to adopt:

- Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation “On approval of the Rules of Nondiscriminatory Access to Infrastructure of Publicly Available Telecommunications”;

- Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation “On Approving  Rules for Nondiscriminatory Access to services of the Public Telecommunication and Infrastructure Used in Rendering  Services of  Public Telecommunication»

Fuel and energy complex

1. Adoption of the Federal Law “On market  pricing of oil and oil products in the Russian Federation”

2.  Adoption of the Federal law “On peculiarities of circulation of oil and oil  products in the Russian Federation”

3. Adoption of the draft Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation  “On introducing amendments into  the Rules of non-discriminatory access to services of natural monopolies on oil  (oil products) transportation  through the main pipelines in the Russian Federation”

4. Adoption of the Federal law “On introducing amendments to  the Article 193 part two of the  Tax Code of the Russian Federation” 
5. Adoption of the Federal law “On introducing amendments to  the Code of administrative violations of the Russian Federation”.

6. Development of practice of elaboration of “model policies” by oil companies. Currently, “model policies” of OJSC «NK «Rosneft», OJSC «LUKOIL», OJSC «NK «Alliance» are under approval of the FAS Russia.

7. Adoption of the draft Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation  “On  ensuring non-discriminatory access to natural gas distribution networks in the Russian Federation”

	Website for further information:  
	http://ar.gov.ru  
www.regulation.gov.ru 
Ministry of Economic Development 
(Russia, Moscow) 
www.economy.gov.ru
Federal Antimonopoly Service
(Russia, Moscow)
www.fas.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexander Putsenko, pucenkoaa@economy.gov.ru

	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	In August 2012 Russia became a full-fledged WTO member and undertook all WTO commitments under the WTO Agreements (GATT, GATS, TRIPS, TRIMS, Customs Valuation Agreement, WTO Import Licensing Agreements, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreement, Agriculture Agreement, Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement, Subsidies and Countervailing Measures Agreement, Information Technology Agreement).
According to the commitments of the Russian Federation, adopted upon accession to the WTO, Russia shall enter into negotiations on accession to the Government Procurement Agreement within 
4 years from the date of its accession to the WTO. In May 2013 Russia became an observer to the GPA.  
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Mediation


	Forming the list of cases when the applicant can fill up the complaint.

Establishing the procedure for complaints against decisions and actions (inaction) of the federal executive bodies and their officials, federal officials, officials of the public off-budget funds.
	Improvement of mechanisms for pre-trial appeal. 

Creation of federal pre-trial (non-judicial) appeal information system.

	Website for further information:  
	http://ar.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexander Putsenko, pucenkoaa@economy.gov.ru

	

	Mobility of Business People


	1. On June, 5 2012 the President of the Russian Federation signed a Decree to enable Russia to become a full member of the ABTC Scheme. The information was circulated on the website www.mid.ru and among all interested Russian organizations.

     All APEC economies confirmed their ability to provide Russian ABTC holders with visa pre-clearance to their economy and on January, 30 2013 at SOM 1 in Jakarta it was officially agreed that Russia would become a full member of the ABTC Scheme from June. 1 2013.

     On June, 1 2013 the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation started to consider foreign ABTC card-holders’ applications and to issue ABTC cards for Russian citizens according to the Government of the Russian Federation decree (№ 773 of 02/10/2009) and the APEC Business Travel Card Operating Framework. 

2. Visa-facilitation agreements with the US (09/09/2012) and with Japan (30/10/2013) came into force.
	1. Russia will permit ABTC card-holders from other APEC economies to enter its borders without visa. Russian citizens are also eligible to apply for the card to enjoy facilitated entry into 18 other participating APEC economies without having to separately apply for visas.

     Russia previously allowed foreign ABTC card-holders express lane access at key immigration checkpoints and multiple short-term entries, as in other APEC economies which are fully participating member economies.

     Canada and the US remain transitional members of the ABTC Scheme.   

2. Currently Visa-facilitation and Visa-free draft agreements with China, Japan, Korea, Singapore and Vietnam are being worked over.

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation http://www.mid.ru 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	The official website of the auctions of state and municipal property and limited resources has been created. 

Providing access to public information about the activities of state and local governments in the form of open data (Internet).
According to the Leaders' Communiqué of G8 (June 18, 2013) and the St. Petersburg Leaders' Declaration of G20 that provide for taking into account the standards of financial measures to fight against money laundering (FATF) regarding ensuring transparency of the companies and legal structures by obtaining information on original heads and beneficiaries of the companies; counteraction to terrorism financing. In view of priorities of the Russian presidency in FATF, the Federal law (June 28, 2013) No. 134-FZ  "About amendments to certain legal acts of the Russian Federation regarding counteraction to illegal financial operations" was adopted. The law provides the definition of "the beneficiaries", requirements to their identification, and also the duty of a client to provide information on the beneficial owner.

The federal law No. 134-FZ makes amendments to the Federal laws "About securities market", "About micro financial activity and the micro financial organizations", "About financial rent (leasing)", "About non-state pension funds", "About the organization of insurance business in the Russian Federation", "About the state registration of legal entities and individual entrepreneurs" that eliminate deficiencies revealed by the experts of FATF regarding compliance of the Russian system of POD/FT to the FATF Recommendation  on "Regulation and supervision of the financial organizations".
	Finalization of the site, new sections development, integration with external information systems. 

Creation and development of the open government portal.
The following measures are planned:\
1. Establish the rules of formation and maintaining of the public register of the natural persons deprived of the right to establish and head legal entities for having committed economic crimes.

2. Change the rules of internal control to establish the chain of real owners of legal entities and to strengthen measures for appropriate work with clients.

3. Increase the interaction between the division of financial investigation, public authorities and financial organizations in the sphere of information exchange on beneficial property.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.torgi.gov.ru/ 
http://www.bigovernment.ru/ 
http://gosmonitor.ru 
http://ar.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexander Putsenko, pucenkoaa@economy.gov.ru 
	

	RTAs/FTAs

	- Description of current   agreements
	The Customs Union (hereinafter – the CU) was created within the framework of the regional integration between ex-soviet republics. The framework of the CU contains:
The common External Tariff and common system of non-tariff regulation of foreign trade; 

The common customs regulation, including customs valuation, customs regimes, customs procedures etc;

Unified rules for determining the country of origin of goods, including the common GSP scheme and other tariff preferences;
The common trade remedies measures concerning the third countries;  

The unified system of TBT measures;

The unified methodology for statistics of external and mutual trade.
The following bodies are in charge of implementation of regulatory mechanisms established by the CU:

The Supreme Eurasian Economic Council; 

The Council of the Eurasian Economic Commission;

The Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission;

The Court – a permanent tribunal within the EurAsEC.

There is also a number of Consultative Committees where issues transmitted to the supranational level are discussed by the representatives of the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Eurasian Economic Commission on the expert level.

The Eurasian Economic Commission (hereinafter – EEC) is joint permanent regulatory body. The EEC takes decision binding upon the CU members. Competence of the EEC is directly assigned to it by the respective international agreements comprising the legal basis of the CU. The EEC decisions are posted on the web-site www.eurasiancommission.org within tree working days from the adoption date. Publication date on the EEC web-site is a starting point to determine the date of entry into force of those decisions. EEC decisions have an obligatory nature and shall enter into force not earlier than 30 days from the date of their publication on the EEC web-site.



	
	New Free trade Agreement in the framework of CIS
In 2011 new multilateral FTA between CIS countries (excluding Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan) was concluded. This agreement has replaced previous multilateral and bilateral agreements between CIS members and has established a uniform legal structure based on the WTO rules regulating trade and economic relations within the framework of an FTA.

Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on Free Trade
«Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on Free Trade» had been concluded on 28 August 2000. Since the establishment of the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Montenegro, as separate countries in 2006, the Free Trade Agreement has applied equally between Russia and these countries that had comprised the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, prior to its dissolution. The original Agreement had not been ratified by the Russian Federation and was still being applied provisionally.

	- Agreements under negotiation


	

	
	Agreement #1


	Agreement between the CU members (the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus and the Republic of Kazakhstan) and New Zealand. The agreement has a comprehensive scope, with different articles covered various areas such as trade in goods, trade in services, technical barriers, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, trade remedies, rules of origin, customs procedures, institutional provisions/transparency, labor, environment, IPR.

	
	Agreement #2


	Agreement between CU members (the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus and the Republic of Kazakhstan) and EFTA. The agreement has a comprehensive scope, with different articles covered various areas such as trade in services, trade of industrial and agricultural goods, trade remedies, IPR, technical barriers in trade, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, rules of origin,  trade facilitation, institutional provisions

	
	Agreement #3


	Agreement between CU members (the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus and the Republic of Kazakhstan) and Viet Nam. The agreement has a comprehensive scope, with different articles covered various areas such as trade in goods, trade remedies, rules of origin, customs administration and trade facilitation, technical barriers, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, IPR

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	





