BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 
III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES
(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information
· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)
· Other voluntary reporting areas 
· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  
· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.
· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 
(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 
· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 
	Individual Action Plan Update for Australia for 2018

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2016 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Australia has continued to improve tariff prefrences through implementation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). 

Since the 2016 IAP, Australia has implemented three new FTAs:

· Korea-Australia FTA (KAFTA) – entered into force 12 December 2014

· Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA) – entered into force 15 January 2015 

· China-Australia FTA (ChAFTA) – entered into force on 20 December 2015.
On entry into force of these agreements, Australia commenced the process of progressively eliminating remaining tariffs on Korean, Japanese and Chinese goods.

On 1 January 2015, Australia unilaterally lowered Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariffs on apparel and certain finished textiles from 10 per cent to 5 per cent.
	From 1 January 2018:
Tariff phase-outs will apply to some goods for KAFTA;
Tariff phase-outs will apply to some goods for JAEPA;
Tariff phase-outs will apply to some goods for ChAFTA

Australia and China have commenced a review of the ChAFTA Services and Investment chapters. This aims to further reduce barriers to trade in services and provide investors with additional protections through a comprehensive investment chapter.
Tariff phase-outs will apply to some goods for AANZFTA

From 1 January 2020:

Percentage of tariff lines with tariff-free treatment under the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA will be 100%


	Website for further information:  
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	KAFTA: KoreaFTA@dfat.gov.au
JAEPA: JapanEPA@dfat.gov.au 

ChAFTA: ChinaFTA@dfat.gov.au
AANZFTA: ASEAN.FTA@dfat.gov.au

Tradeagreements@homeaffairs.gov.au

	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	
	

	Services
	In November 2016, the Australian Government established the Professional Services Mutual Recognition Unit within DFAT to assist Australian professional associations and regulators in both addressing behind-the-border barriers and in negotiating the international recognition of Australian qualifications and licensing.
	The MRU will continue to pursue opportunities to assist Australian professional bodies.

	Website for further information:  
	http://dfat.gov.au/trade/topics/Pages/professional-services-mutual-recognition-unit.aspx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Adrian Chippindale, DFAT, 02 6261 1581
	

	Investment


	Changes to the foreign investment framework were announced in the 2017-18 Federal Budget and additional technical amendments took effect from 1 July 2017, facilitating business and residential real estate investment, reducing red tape, and simplifying the fee framework.

The entry into force of ChAFTA on 20 December 2015, and the Agreement to Amend the SAFTA on 1 December 2017, provide private investors from these countries with higher foreign investment screening thresholds.
	

	Website for further information:  
	A summary of Australia’s Foreign Investment Policy is available at: http://firb.gov.au/resources/policy-documents/

The Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) has published annual reports to the Australian Parliament since 1996 which illustrate results of Australia’s foreign investment screening process.  A copy of the 2015-16 report is available at www.firb.gov.au along with other relevant information for foreign investors seeking to invest in Australia.

Further information on the 2017-18 Budget is available at http://www.budget.gov.au/.
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Sina Grasmann, The Treasury: + 61 6263 3719
	

	Standards and Conformance


	APEC PSU’s November 2001 2nd Term Review listed a WTO TBT dispute on Tobacco Plan Packaging Act 2001. An update should be sought from Department of Health International Branch Head - Matthew.Williams@health.gov.au  and Tobacco Branch Head - David.laffan@health.gov.au (tel: 6289 1555)

In 2016, the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science released a ‘Best Practice Guide to Using Standards and Risk Assessments in Policy and Regulation’. This guide reiterates WTO TBT obligations and Australian government policy around the use of international standards to guide policy officers in assessing the suitability of standards or risk assessments for use in support of policy and programs. The guide assists policy officers using standards and risk assessments to minimise the regulatory burden and facilitates trade.
Further information on Australia’s standards and conformance infrastructure is available here. 

The Trade Facilitation team can be contacted at: tradefacilitation@industry.gov.au.  
	See input from the National Measurement Institute (NMI) below under “Deregulation/Regulatory Review”

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Customs Procedures


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled (Marrakesh Treaty)

In December 2015, Australia ratified its membership to the Marrakesh Treaty, allowing people with vision impairments greater access to books and other published materials in accessible formats. The Treaty came into force on 30 September 2016. 

In June 2017, the Australian Government enacted the Copyright Amendment (Disability Access and Other Measures) Act 2017 which amended the Copyright Act 1968 to improve access to copyright materials for people with disability, while simplifying and streamlining the copyright framework for the education, library and archive sectors. 

Review of Copyright Regulations

In the second half of 2017, the Government undertook a review of the Copyright Regulations 1968, which were due to sunset on 1 April 2018. The purpose of the review was to ensure that Australia’s copyright regulations were fit of purpose in the digital environment, reflected modern language and practices and to reduce regulatory burden on users of copyright. The review included an extensive consultation process.

Following this review the Australian Government introduced the Copyright Regulations 2017, in December 2017. The new regulations reflect the purpose of the review undertaken in 2017 and also update some of the exemptions for the circumvention of technological protection measures in certain circumstances.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/copyright
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Sam Ahlin, Department of Communications and the Arts:

sam.ahlin@communications.gov.au
	

	
	Government’s Response to Productivity Commission (PC) inquiry into Australia’s intellectual property (IP) system 
In August 2017 the Australian Government released its response to the Productivity Commission’s inquiry into IP. The inquiry covered the full breadth of Australia’s IP arrangements, and focused on competition policy issues arising from new developments in technology and markets. In general, the Commission recognised that Australia’s IP system is highly regarded internationally, but it also noted some areas that can be improved. In its response, the Government accepted 11 of the 25 Commission’s recommendations, which ranged from technical legislative amendments to high level consideration of the Government’s institutional arrangements.

IP Legislative Amendments

Intellectual Property Legislation Amendment (Fee Review) Regulation 2016

The Regulation amended the designs, patents, plant breeder’s rights and trademarks regulations to give effect to fee changes from 10 October 2016. While a few trade mark fees increased slightly, there has been an overall decrease in cost of registering a trade mark. The increases in patent renewal fees late in patent life reflect the balance between both innovation and cost recovery policy objectives.
	Key priorities for Australia include progressing a number of changes to the copyright, patent and trade mark system. The Government will engage with industry and stakeholders through targeted consultation to determine how best to implement these and other accepted reforms.

In addition, the Government is improving the coordination through a new cross government IP Policy Group, as recommended by the Commission. The Group will ensure IP policy is informed by a robust evidence base and is guided by the principles of effectiveness, efficiency, adaptability and accountability. 
Details on the inquiry, its recommendations and Government’s response are available at https://www.industry.gov.au/innovation/Intellectual-Property/Pages/default.aspx 

Future copyright consultation

In line with the Australian Government’s response to the Productivity Commission inquiry into IP, the Government will conduct further public consultations in 2018 on copyright policy regarding more flexible copyright exceptions, the practice of ‘contracting out’ of copyright exceptions, and the use of orphan works. 
IP Legislation Copyright Amendment (Service Providers) Bill 2017

In December 2017, the Australian Government introduced the Copyright Amendment (Service Providers) Bill 2017 into Parliament, to extend Australia’s copyright safe harbour scheme to online service providers operating in the disability, education and cultural sectors. The new measures would protect these sectors from legal liability where they can demonstrate they have taken reasonable steps to reduce copyright infringement on their online platforms. 

Implementation of Government Response to Productivity Commission (PC) inquiry into Australia’s intellectual property (IP) system

IP Australia is developing two bills to implement the patents, trade marks and Plant Breeder’s rights elements of the Australian Government’s response to the PC Inquiry.

The IP Laws Amendment (PC response Part 1 and other measures) Bill 2018 will include the phasing out of the innovation patent system, improvements to the plant breeder’s rights and trade mark systems recommended by the PC, and a number of measures to improve the delivery of service to customers by reducing the time that both customers and IP Australia spends on administrative matters. The latter measures include:

· computerised decision-making

· making filing requirements consistent and flexible across patents, trade marks, designs and plant breeder’s rights.

The IP Laws Amendment (PC response Part 2 and other measures) Bill 2018 will include reforms to inventive step for the grant of a patent; issues relating to compulsory licensing of patents and designs; several technical fixes; and introduce an objects clause into patents legislation.

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/news-and-community/official-notice/ip-australia-fee-review-update-fee-changes-confirmed
Further information on Australia’s copyright reform program is available at https://communications.gov.au/what-we-do/copyright.  

Further information on this Bill is available at https://www.communications.gov.au/departmental-news/reforms-copyright-safe-harbour-scheme.     


	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Gardner, IP Australia:

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
Copyright related inclusions:
Sam Ahlin, Department of Communications and the Arts:

sam.ahlin@communications.gov.au

	

	
	Intellectual Property Legislation Amendment (Single Economic Market and Other Measures) Regulation 2016 

The Regulation amended the patents, trade marks, designs and plant breeder’s rights regulations to complete the implementation of a single, trans-Tasman patent attorney regime in Australia and NZ, and allowed service of documents to addresses in either countries. The regulation also made minor amendments to ensure compliance with international obligations.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016L01754/Explanatory%20Statement/Text
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Gardner, IP Australia:

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	IP Policy Issues RegisterSeptember 2017, IP Australia published a list of IP issues in beta version on its website, as a way to further enhance transparency and engagement with the public in Government decision making.

The register is a searchable list of IP issues that have been raised for policy action or legislative amendment, relating to patents, trade marks, designs and plant breeder’s rights. The register allows the public to provide feedback online to IP Australia on individual issues and to submit new policy issues for consideration. User feedback is collected and used both to improve the register, and to develop the policy and legislative proposals that it contains.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/policy-register
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Gardner, IP Australia:

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	IP Toolkit for Collaboration
Originally launched in September 2015, the IP Toolkit for Collaboration is an Australian Government initiative that aims to assist research organisations and businesses to collaborate by providing information and tools to help with the negotiation and management of IP matters. The original IP Toolkit has been reviewed and redeveloped as a more accessible, user-friendly and interactive website, which was launched as a beta in mid-2017. The content has been substantially streamlined, with a stronger focus on IP, and the tools (which include model contracts, a collaboration checklist and templates for a confidentiality agreement and a term sheet) are a more prominent feature.

The final new website is expected to be released in early 2018.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/tools-resources/ip-toolkit
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Gardner, IP Australia:

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	Trans-Tasman Single Economic Market (SEM)

The Australian and NZ Governments established a
trans-Tasman patent attorney regime, effective from 24 February 2017, as part of the SEM initiatives. This regime provides a single registration and administration system for the patent attorney professions in both Australia and NZ. This includes a single trans-Tasman register, common qualifications for registration, a Trans-Tasman IP Attorneys Board (TTIPAB) and a joint Disciplinary Tribunal.

In October 2016, the NZ Government indicated that it no longer wished to proceed with the proposals for single
trans-Tasman application and examination processes for patents. The Australian and NZ Governments are no longer working on this initiative.
	The TTIPAB has made a new code of conduct for Australia and NZ patent and trade mark attorneys. The new code will come into force on 23 February 2018.

In 2018, the Australian and NZ Governments will conduct a joint review of the definition of patent attorney services under the trans-Tasman patent attorney regime. The review will assess whether the current definition is fit-for-purpose and or if amendments to legislation are required. The review is due to be completed by February 2019.

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Gardner, IP Australia:

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	
	Indigenous Knowledge Policy Development

IP Australia and the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science are conducting a joint project to develop a policy framework concerning the Indigenous Knowledge of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

Indigenous Knowledge includes Traditional Knowledge (including practices, processes and know-how) and Traditional Cultural Expressions (including arts and crafts, literature, performances and ceremonies).

The project consists of a discussion paper outlining the key issues Indigenous Australian ace in protecting and managing their Indigenous Knowledge across a number of sectors, including in the intellectual property system.



	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Brendan Bourke, IP Australia:
brendan.bourke@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	Source IP

Source IP was developed by IP Australia in November 2015 to facilitate collaboration between business and the publicly-funded research sector. IP Australia has been undertaking expansion activities designed to make it easier for businesses to access innovation and technology on Source IP. The site has developed partnerships with international marketplaces, including the UK’s ‘IP Exchange’ and the Danish Patent and Trade Mark Office’s ‘IP Marketplace’. The intention is to cross-promote the marketplaces with new markets internationally.
	IP Australia is exploring the implementation of a two-sided market place to facilitate greater collaboration between business and publicly funded research organisations.

	Website for further information:  
	https://sourceip.ipaustralia.gov.au/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia: 

bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	IP Valuation

Today’s economy is increasingly driven by intangible assets, such as IP and trade secrets. IP Australia is pursuing the establishment of a Centre of Excellence for IP Valuation. Lead by EverEdge, the Centre of Excellence is focused on the development and delivery of a valuation standard and methodology to allow the finance sector to create new financing products, providing small and medium enterprises (SMEs) with access to new financing models in Australia.
	

	Website for further information:  
	N/A
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia:
bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	IP Mediation Referral Service

IP Australia established the IP Mediation Referral Service (the Service) in response to the PC Inquiry into the Arrangement of IP to assist SMEs access lower cost and more efficient dispute resolution methods. The Service consists of a register of qualified, accredited and specialist private sector mediation providers listed on the IP Australia website. The register provides details on the fees and contact details of each listed provider, allowing parties to IP-related disputes to directly engage with mediators.
IP Australia has also established a collaboration with the World Intellectual Property Organization’s Arbitration and Mediation Centre to enable international disputes to be resolved using digital facilities.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/ip-infringement/enforcing-your-ip/resolution-methods/mediation-referral-service-register
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia:
bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	Trade Mark Defence Insurance (TMDI) Pilot

A pilot of the TMDI product was developed to provide a sustainable and affordable option for trade mark applicants and owners to meet the costs incurred due to an opposition to registration or an application for removal of their trade mark. IP Australia will not subsidise or sell the insurance, or receive any financial or other benefit from the product. The pilot of the TMDI project is expected to be released in February 2018.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia: 

bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	Modernisation of Australia’s IP Rights Management System - future developments

IP Australia’s Rights In One (RIO) program is the largest business transformation program of work focused on building a system to manage workflow and IP rights cases based on a user centred design methodology. Its purpose is to improve IP rights processing efficiency, reduce system duplication and harmonise, where applicable, across different IP rights as well as support continuous improvement into the future.

Since 2016, the RIO Program has delivered key milestones, including:

· RIO Designs Case Management System in March 2016

· RIO Search for Trade Marks in July 2016

· Australian Trade Mark Search in February 2017

· RIO Research Facility in October 2017.
Since the release of the Australian Trade Mark Search, there have been over 1,000,000 page views and approximately 50,000 users per month.
	The RIO Program is looking to deliver:

· Research Dashboard in January 2018

· RIO Trade Mark Case Management System in October 2018.

	Website for further information:  
	N/A
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia:
bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	Modernisation of IP Australia’s Customer Communications Channel

IP Australia continued to improve its digital customer channels.  These channels provide a one-stop shop for IP customers to pay and submit all their transactions online via two channels: eServices and Business-to-Business (B2B), with over
99.6 per cent of customer transactions now occurring online.

IP Australia has released a mobile application (app) in December 2017, IP Folio, that will allow customers to view and track any trademark on a mobile device. This is the first app available globally from an intellectual rights agency.
	IP Australia is currently in-development for an Android version of the app due for release to the Google App Store in early Feb 2018.

Concurrent development is also underway for expansion of the IP rights capability of the app to include Patents.
IP Australia is now collaborating with Google to integrate the newly released ‘Google Home’ product with IP Australia’s highly successful Virtual Assistant, Alex.

IP Australia is committed to further optimising customer experience and broadening Alex’s reach by offering new communication channels to support self-filers and SMEs. 

	Website for further information:  
	N/A
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia:
bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	Trade Mark Assist

TM Assist is a smart trade mark assistant, using machine learning, intended to educate our customers and assist SMEs/unrepresented innovators through the initial stages of the trade mark application process. The initiative emerged through research and development, and developed in collaboration with an Australian SME, Trademark Vision.
The tool provides significant improvements in goods and services searching, and provides information tailored to a user’s circumstances and proposed trade mark.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Bradley Man, IP Australia:
bradley.man@ipaustralia.gov.au

	

	Competition Policy


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Government Procurement


	Australia announced in June 2014 that it would accede to the WTO Government Procurement agreement (GPA).  The GPA is a significant WTO plurilateral agreement which offers legally-binding access to government procurement markets estimated at USD1.7 trillion. The GPA has 47 members. The Agreement’s main principles are transparency and non-discrimination. It requires GPA members to offer other members’ suppliers conditions ‘no less favourable’ than domestic suppliers. In addition, the GPA provides for domestic review procedures to enable aggrieved firms to seek a review of procurement decisions.
	Negotiations with GPA parties are now underway.  Australia presented its second revised accession offer to the WTO Committee on Government Procurement on 2 June 2017.

Australia would like to conclude accession negotiations to the GPA in 2018, if possible.

	Website for further information:  
	http://dfat.gov.au/international-relations/international-organisations/wto/Pages/wto-agreement-on-government-procurement.aspx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Simon Reid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: simon.reid@dfat.gov.au

	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	
	The Australian Government is undertaking a review of Australia’s Measurement Law to ensure that the legislation is appropriate, effective and meets the future demands of the Australian economy. The Government will be presented with a proposal for reform by 2020. 

	Website for further information:  
	
	https://industry.gov.au/science/ScienceAgencies/Pages/Measurement-Law-Review.aspx 

	Contact point for further details:
	
	Bill Loizides, GM, Legal Metrology Branch, NMI, DIIS

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Resolution

	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Mobility of Business People


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current agreements
	The Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA) was signed on 8 April 2014 and entered into force on 12 December 2014. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/kafta 

The Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA) was signed on 8 July 2014 and entered into force on 15 January 2015. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/jaepa 

The China-Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA) was signed on 17 June 2015 and entered into force on 20 December 2015. The full text of the agreement and further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/chafta 

Parties are conducting a General Review of the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA (AANZFTA) in 2017-18, with officials to provide recommendations to Ministers in August 2018 on how to upgrade and improve the Agreement. Further information is available at: www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aanzfta/ 

Negotiations on the Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations Plus (PACER Plus) commenced in 2009 and concluded on 20 April 2017 in Brisbane, Australia. The Agreement opened for signature in Nuku’alofa, Tonga on 14 June 2017. To date 11 countries have signed the Agreement: Australia, Cook Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. PACER Plus allows for non-signatories to join in the future. Signatories are undertaking their respective domestic ratification processes and PACER Plus will enter into force after eight countries have ratified the Agreement. The full text of the Agreement and further information is available at: http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/pacer/pages/pacific-agreement-on-closer-economic-relations-pacer-plus.aspx


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (IA-CECA)
Negotiations to conclude a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement between Australia and India were launched in May 2011. There have been nine rounds of negotiations, the most recent of which was held in September 2015.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aifta/


	
	Agreement #2


	Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

Australia is a participant in the negotiations towards RCEP, which includes 11 other APEC economies. The objective of launching RCEP negotiations is to achieve a modern, comprehensive and mutually beneficial economic partnership agreement that will cover trade in goods, trade in services, investment, economic and technical cooperation, intellectual property, competition, dispute settlement and other issues.
www.dfat.gov.au/fta/rcep/


	
	Agreement #3


	Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA)
IA-CEPA negotiations commenced in Jakarta in September 2012. IA-CEPA aims to strengthen and expand the trade, investment and economic cooperation relationship between Australia and Indonesia.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/iacepa/ 


	
	Agreement #4


	Gulf Cooperation Council(GCC)
Free Trade Agreement negotiations with the GCC, comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, commenced in July 2007. The Council has paused its trade negotiations with all partners pending a review of its trade agreement policy. In March 2014, the GCC Ministerial Council approved the resumption of FTA negotiations, but made no announcement on when negotiations would resume and with which countries.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/agccfta/
 

	
	Agreement #5


	 

	
	Agreement #6


	

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	
	

	Country of Origin Labelling Reforms
	On 1 July 2016 Australia introduced a Country of Origin Labeling Information Standard with a two year transition period. From 1 July 2018 the reforms  will become mandatory, which means foods products packaged for retail sale must display new labels outlining the origin of the product as per the 2016 Information Standard 

Additionally, changes were made to legislation which updated the criteria for determining origin claims, which makes it easier for business to determine the correct country of origin claim for their products, including when to use ‘made in’ and ‘packed in’ claims. 
	

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.business.gov.au/info/run/goods-and-services/selling-goods-and-services/selling-goods/country-of-origin-food-labelling
https://www.accc.gov.au/business/advertising-promoting-your-business/country-of-origin-claims
	

	Contact point for further details:
	originlabelling@industry.gov.au
	


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





