BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 

III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information

· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)

· Other voluntary reporting areas 

· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  

· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.

· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 

(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 

· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 

	Individual Action Plan Update for Viet Nam for 2018

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Viet Nam is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  2016 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	- Law No. 107/2016/QH13 dated 06 April 2016 on Export and Import Duties

- Decree No. 122/2016/ND-CP dated 01 September 2016 of the Government on schedules of import tariff and preferential import tariff, list of goods and its flat tax, compound tariff, and out- of - quota import tariff

- Decree No. 134/2016/ND-CP dated 01 September 2016 of the Government on guidelines for the Law on Export and Import Duties

- Decree No. 125/2017/ND-CP dated 16/9/2017 of the Government on amendment to Decree No. 122/2016/ND-CP on schedules of import tariff and preferential import tariff, list of goods and its flat tax, compound tariff, and out- of - quota import tariff

- Decree No. 149/2017/ND-CP dated 26/12/2016 of the Government on Viet Nam’s special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the Viet Nam – Korea Free Trade Agreement in the period of 2018 – 2022

- Decree No. 153/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on Viet Nam’s special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the ASEAN - China Trade in Goods Agreement in the period of 2018 – 2022

- Decree No. 154/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on the Viet Nam's special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the Viet Nam - Chile Free Trade Agreement during 2018-2022

- Decree No. 155/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on the Viet Nam's special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the Viet Nam – Japan Economic Partnership Agreement during 2018 – 2023

- Decree No. 156/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on the Viet Nam's special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement during 2018 – 2022

- Decree No. 157/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on the Viet Nam's special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the ASEAN-Korea Trade in Goods Agreement during 2018-2022

- Decree No. 158/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on the Viet Nam's special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the Agreement Establishing the ASEAN- Australia – New Zealand Free Trade Area in 2018 – 2022.
- Decree No. 160/2017/ND-CP dated 27/12/2017 of the Government on the Viet Nam's special preferential import tariff schedule for implementation of the ASEAN - Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement during 2018-2023

- Decision No. 36/2016/QD-TTg dated 01/9/2016 of the Prime Minister on application of ordinary import tariffs.

- Decision No. 45/2017/QD-TTg dated 16/11/2017 of the Prime Minister on amendment to the Prime Minister's Decision No. 36/2016/QD-TTg on application of ordinary import tariffs.


	N/A

	Website for further information:  
	www.mof.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh Huyen

International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Finance

Tel: + 84 4 22202828/ext. 7166

Fax: + 84 4 22208109

Email: nguyenthithanhhuyen1@mof.gov.vn 
	

	Non-Tariff Measures

Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	- Issue Decree No. 116/2017/CP-ND dated 17/10/2017 regulating the conditions for production, assembly, import and business of warranty service and maintenance of automobiles.
- Promulgating the Circular No. 07/2017/TT-BCT of 29 May 2017 stipulating the import border-gates for a number of fertilizers (annulling Circular No. 35/2014/TT-BCT of 25 October 2014 of the Minister of Industry and Trade applying the regulation on issuance of automatic import license with respect to fertilizer products).

- Promulgating Circular No. 14/2017/TT-BCT of 28 August 2017, annulling the Ministry of Industry and Trade's Circular No. 12/2015/TT-BCT of 12 June 2015 applying the regulation on issuance of automatic import license with respect to steel products)
	N/A

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn 
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Import - Export Bureau, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (024) 2220 53 61

Email: Tuantqu@moit.gov.vn 
	

	Services
	
	

	Services – Transport
	Air transport services

- Decree No. 102/2017/ND-CP dated 1 September 2017 of the Government on registration of security measures.
- Decree No. 32/2016/ND-CP dated 06 May 2016 of the Government on the management of aerial obstacles and the management of airspace in Vietnam

- Decree No. 42/2016/ND-CP dated 15/5/2016 of the Government stipulating conditions, order and procedures for opening and closing specialized airports.

- Decree No. 92/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 of the Government stipulating conditionss for doing business in civil aviation.  

- Decision No. 16/2017/QD-TTg dated 16 May 2017 of the Prime Minister promulgating the General Emergency Plan to deal with acts of illegal intervention in civil aviation.

- Circular No. 17/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 30/06/2016 of the Minister of Transport detailing the management and operation of airports and airfields.

- Circular No. 48/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 30/12/2016 of the Minister of Transport detailing the maintenance of aviation works.

- Circular No. 193/2016/TT-BTC dated 08/11/2016 of the Ministry of Finance regulating the rates, the regime of collection, remittance, management and use of charges and fees in the field of aviation.

- The Ministry of Finance's Circular No. 247/2016/TT-BTC of 11 November 2016 prescribing the rates and the regime of collection, remittance, management and use of the charge for the franchise of the operation of airports and airfields. 

- Circular No. 01/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 01/02/2016 of the Minister of Transportation detailing the Civil Aviation Security Program of Viet Nam and controlling the quality of aviation security. 

- Circular No. 22/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 01/9/2016 of the Minister of Transportation prescribing the management of the operation of seaplanes, specialized airports on water surface.

- The Minister of Finance's Circular No. 146/2016/TT-BTC dated 06 October 2016 regulating the rates, remittance, management and use of charges when using the airspace of Viet Nam. 

- The Ministry of Finance's Circular No. 194/2016/TT-BTC of 08 November 2016, stipulating the rates, customs fee collection and remittance, and fees for entering and leaving airports and airfields towards foreign flights to Viet Nam’s airports. 

- Joint Circular No. 63/2016/TTLT-BTC-BGTVT dated 20/4/2016 of the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Transport guiding the provision of information and coordination in infrastructure construction; coordination in inspecting and supervising import and export goods, transport means on exit, entry, in transit and luggage of passengers on entry or exit at seaport border gates, inland waterway ports, domestics international railway stations, airports.

- Circular No. 19/2017/TT-BGTVT dated 06/6/2017 of the Minister of Transportation regulating the management and assurance of flight. 

Road transport services

- Circular No. 92/2015/TT-BGTVT dated 31/12/2015 of the Ministry of Transportation regulating the process of selecting operators operating fixed passenger transport by car.

- Circular No. 16/2017/TT-BGTVT dated 22/5/2017 of the Ministry of Transportation guiding the route of transit of goods through the territory of Viet Nam. 

- The detailed plan for inter-provincial passenger transport has been issued.

- The management software of the national bus station and the software for managing the road transport have been built.

- The application of online public services in level 4 for the granting of Viet Nam-Cambodia, Viet Nam-Laos transport and joint-transport permits to transport companies; issuing badges for land transport means.

- To complete the pilot construction of the commodity trading floor and the passenger transaction floor.

- Signed the Memorandum of Understanding on the implementation of "Early Harvest" of the Agreement on Facilitating Cross-border Transport of People and Goods in the open Mekong Sub-region.

Maritime services

- Viet  Nam Maritime Law 2015, effective from 01 July 2017.

- Circular No. 50/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 30/12/2016 of the Ministry of Transport stipulating the procedures for the granting of inland shipping permits to foreign sea-going vessels.

- The Government's Decree No. 171/2016 / ND-CP of 27 December 2016 on registration, deregistration and purchases, sales or building of new vessels. 

- Government's Decree No. 160/2016 / ND-CP of 29 November 2016 on conditions for sea-shipping business, ship agency services and towage services.

- The Government's Decree No. 146/2016 / ND-CP of 02 November 2016 stipulating the posting of prices and surcharges beyond the prices of transporting good containers by sea, service charges at Vietnamese seaports.

Railway transport

- Law No. 06/2017/QH14 dated 16/06/2017 to replace the Law on Railway Transport No. 35/2006/QH13.

Domestic water transport 

- Circular No. 05/2017/TT-BGTVT dated 21/2/2017 amending the Circular No. 16/2013/TT-BGTVT dated 30 July 2013 regulating waterway transport from shore to islands in the sea of Viet Nam. 

- Joint Circular No. 02/2016/TTLT-BGTVT-BVHTTDL dated 23 March 2016 regulating the issuance of signboards of means of transporting tourists. 

- Circular No. 20/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 20/7/2016 amending and supplementing a number of articles of Circular No. 66/2014/TT-BGTVT dated 12 November 2014 regulating the transportation of passengers and luggage, shipped by high-speed passenger ship between ports, wharves, inland waters of Viet Nam and across borders.
	To promulgate: 

Air transport services

- Circular detailing the civil aviation security program of Vietnam and control of civil aviation security quality (replacing Circular 01/2016/TT-BGTVT dated 01 February 2016)

- Circular on guidlines on security for air transport (replacing Circulate 01/2011/TT-GBTVT; Circular 03/2016/TT-BGTVT; Circular 21/2017/TT-BGTVT)

- Circular on the rates for some specialized air transport services at Viet Nam’s airports. 

- Decree amending and supplementing a number of articles of Decree 68/2015/ND-CP on registration of nationality and registration of rights of aircrafts. 

- Decision amending and supplementing some articles of Decision No. 16/2017/QĐ-TTg dated 16/05/2017 of the Prime Minister on the overall plan of coping with illegal behavior into civil aviation activities.

- Circular of the Minister of Transport stipulates in detail the work in securing  special aircrafts (replacing Circular 28/2010/TT-BGTVT and Circular 53/2015/TT-BGTVT)

- Circular of the Minister of Transport issuing templates of minutes and decision on sanctioning administrative violations in the field of air transport (replacing Circular No. 53/2013/TT-BGTVT)

- Circular of the Minister of Transport prescribing the use of data extracted from specialized means and techniques in air transport.

- Circular promulgating the set of regulations on civil aviation safety in the field of management and operation of airports and airfields.

Road transport services

- To update, supplement and amend the Government's Decree No. 86/2014/ND-CP of 10 September 2014 on the business and conditions of automobile transportation business; Guiding the implementation of the Decree.

- Continuing to improve and upgrade the Center for management, exploitation and use of data from vehicle tracker.

- Apply online public services level 4 for Vietnamese-Chinese transport license for means of transport.

- Carrying out the connection of the Cargo Exchange Center with the passenger transport transaction floor.

- To supplement and amend the Agreement on road transport between Viet Nam and Laos, Viet Nam and Cambodia and the circulars guiding the implementation of the Agreement.

- To supplement the freight lines and passenger services of Viet Nam and China.

- Supplementing and amending Circular No. 23/2012 / TT-BGTVT dated 29/6/2012 of the Ministry of Transport guiding the implementation of the Agreement and the Protocol on road transport between Viet Nam and China.

- Complete the signing of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Passenger Transport across the border by road.

- Completion of the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on fixed connecting routes between the three countries on the Thailand-Laos-Viet Nam fixed route.

- Complete developing the guideline handbook of Viet Nam-China, Viet Nam-Laos Road Transport.

- Supplementing and amending the Road Traffic Law in 2008.
Railway transport 

- Developing a decree detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the Railway Law to replace the Government's Decree No. 14/2015/ND-CP, dated 13/02/2015. Expected to be issued and effective from 01 July 2018. Accordingly, there are no regulations on issuing safety certificates for railways enterprises, which are not regulated by the Railways Act of 2017. Accordingly, Circular 30/2014/TT-BGTVT expires on 01 July 2018. 

- Developing a circular on the transport of passengers and luggage on national railway and railways with connection to National Railways in replacement of Circular 78/2014/TT-BGTVT dated 24 December 2014 by the Ministry of Transport. Expected to be issued and effective from 01 July 2018.

- Under the development of a circular on the transport of goods on national railways and railways with connection to national railway in replacement of Circular 83/2014/TT-BGTVT, dated 30/12/2014 issued by Ministry of Transport. Expected to be issued and effective from 01 July 2018.
Domestic water transport 

- In 2018, replace the Circular 50/2014/TT-BGTVT, dated 17/10/2014 của of the Ministry of Transport that regulates operation of domestic water ports in 2018. 
- In 2018, replace the Decree 110/2014/NĐ-CP dated 20/11/2014 of the Government that regulates business conditions for domestic water transport. 

- In 2018, replace the Circular 75/2014/TT-BGTVT dated 19/12/2014 that regulates registration of means of domestics water transport. 

- To replace the Circular 103/2013-BTC dated 01 August 2013 of the Ministry of Finance, that regulates the use of fees for granting business licences for cross border water transpration with Cambodia. 

	Websites for further information
	www.mt.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details
	Internation Cooperation Department, Ministry of Transporation. 

80, Trần Hưng Đạo, Hoàn Kiếm, Hà Nội, 

Tel: (+84-24) 39422079/ Fax: (+84-24) 39421436
	

	Services - Audio visual services and recreational services
	- Decree No. 15/2016/ND-CP dated 03 June 2016  on amending, supplementing some provisions stated in the Decree No.79/2012/ND-CP dated 05 December 2012 of the government regulating art performance, fashion shows; beauty and model contests; distributing audio and video recording of musical and stage performances for business purposes. 

- Circular No.10/2016/TT-BVHTTDL dated 19 October 2016 on amending some provisions of the Circular No.01/2016/TT-BVHTTDL dated 24 March 2016 signed by the Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism. This new Circular stipulates details for implementing some provisions of the Decree No.79/2012/ND-CP dated 05 October 2012 of the Government regulating art performance, fashion shows; beauty and model contests; distributing audio and video recording of musical and stage performances for business purposes. 

- Decree No. 15/2016/ND-CP dated 15 March 2016 of the Government amends and supplements some provisions of the Decree No.79/2012/ND-CP. 
- Circular No.10/2016/TT-BVHTTDL dated 19 October 2016 amends some provisons of the Circular No. 01/2016/TT-BVHTTDL dated 24 March 2016 signed by the Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism. This new Circular stipulates details for implementing some provisions of the Decree No.79/2012/ND-CP dated 05 October 2012 of the Government regulating art performance, fashion shows, beauty and model contests, distributing audio and video recording of musical and stage performances for business purposes. 

- Decree No. 15/2016/ND-CP dated 15 March 2016 of the Government amends and supplements some provisions of the Decree No.79/2012/ND-CP.
	Commitments will not be higher than those committed in WTO. 

	Websites for further information
	www.bvhttdl.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details
	Honglien-vhttdl@chinhphu.vn
Namth-vhttdl@chinhphu.vn

	

	Services - Tourism 
	Law on Tourism No. 09/2017/QH14 dated 19 June 2017 will come into effect on 01 January 2018.
	Continue to develop and distibute legal documents on tourism in order to promote and develope tourism and attract foreign investment in this area.

	Websites for further information
	www.bvhttdl.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details
	Honglien-vhttdl@chinhphu.vn
Namth-vhttdl@chinhphu.vn

	

	Services – Education 


	Submitted to the Government for consideration to amend and supplement the Decree No. 73/2012/ND-CP dated 26 September 2012 of the Government regulating on foreign cooperation and investment on education. (The amendments have been submitted to the Government in October 2017, scheduled to issue in first quarter of 2018. The new provision will allow foreign joint education on bachelor, master, PhD. through online or blended learning).
	- To issue a Circular to implement the Decree of the Government on foreign cooperation and investment on education (to replace Decree No. 73/2012/ND-CP).

- To issue new regulations on e-learning.



	Websites for further information
	www.moet.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details
	Department of Planning and Finance, Ministry of Education and Training

Tel: +84-24-3869-2397

Email: bogddt@moet.edu.vn

	

	Services - Postal services
	In the period of 2016-2017, Viet Nam continued strengthening the legal corridor to control postal services market. Viet Nam focused on promoting competition, transparency of market and services quality. The issuance of legal documents regulating detailed legal framework will create, maintain and promote a more tranparent and competitive business environment of postal services, which is suitable to Viet Nam’s action plan to  impement the Bogor goals on trade liberalisation.
By November 2017, there had been 307 enterprises that were licensed in postal area, in which 13 enterprises are foreign invested such as DHL-VNPT, TNT Vietrans, Kerry Viet Nam.... the participation in postal market of more than 300 enterprises from all economic sectors, all types of businesses and capitals has reaffirmed Viet Nam’s committments on post services.

- Circular No. 20/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 31/8/2016 on guiding implementation of the Decision No. 45/2015/QD-TTg dated 24/9/2015 of the Prime Minister on supplying public postal services and public services in press activities.

- Circular No. 07/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on  providing the national postal code.

- Circular No. 10/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on stipulating the title, time on the special launching ceremony of stemset and its related production.
- Circular No. 30/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 11/11/2017 on stipulating installation the post boxes in urban areas, apartment and office buildings.

- Circular No. 04/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 05 February 2016 on stipulating the ceiling rate for the public-utility services in the press distribution sector.

- Circular No. 22/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 29/9/2017 on stipulating the ceiling rate and exemption or reduction of services fee for settlement of administrative procedures and post services of results of settlement of administrative procedures through public-utility services.

- Circular No. 23/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 29/7/2017 on providing the ceiling fee rate of postal services applied for governmental and Party’s Agencies in local areas.

- Decision No. 45/2016/QD-TTg dated 19/10/2016 on receiving and delivering documents relating to administrative procedures through public postal services.

- Decision No. 55/2016/QD-TTg dated 26/12/2016 on postal network applied for governmental and Party’s agencies.

- Circular No. 22/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 02 November 2016 on stipulating the survey the quantity and average rate for public-utility services in the press distribution sector.

- Circular No. 16/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on providing details to implement the Decision no. 55/2016/QD-TTg dated 26/12/2016 on postal network applied for governmental and Party’s agencies.

- Circular No. 17/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on providing details to implement the Decision No. 45/2016/QD-TTg dated 19/10/2016 on receiving and delivering documents relating to administrative procedures through public postal services.

- Circular No. 35/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 26/11/2016 on stipulating postal service statement.

- Circular No. 07/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on providing the national postal code.
	N/A

	Website for further information:  
	 http://mic.gov.vn/Pages/trangchu.aspx

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Le Van Chung, Tel: +84.24.39438204
Email: lvchung@mic.gov.vn 

	

	Services - Telecommunications, Frequency, Internet:


	- Decree No. 81/2016/NĐ-CP dated 01/7/2016 on amending and supplementing some provisions of the Decree No. 25/2011/ND-CP dated 06 April 2011 of the Government regulating and guiding implementation of some provisions of the Law on Telecommunications.

- Circular No. 01/2016/TT-BT dated 25/01/2016 on amending and supplementing some provisions of the Circular No. 21/2013/TT-BTTTT dated 18/12/2013 of the Minister of Information and Communications regulating telecommunications services turnover.

- Circular No. 08/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 30/3/2016 on guiding implementation of the progam on supplying public telecommunications services up to 2020.

- Circular No. 09/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 30/3/2016 on specifying the list, stakeholders, scope, quality, rating, rating platform and levels of support for the public-utility telecommunication services up to 2020

- Circular No. 15/2016/TTLT-BTTTT-BXD dated 25/5/2016 on stipulating the guideline for the management of passive telecommunication infrastructures.

- Circular no 39/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 26/12/2016 on stipulating the general form of agreement and trading conditions in telecommunication sector.

- Circular No. 08/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on amending and supplementing some provisions of the Circular No. 17/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 28/6/2016 of the Ministry of Information and Communications regulating registration procedures to supply content services on mobile telecoms network.

- Circular No. 37/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 07 December 2017 on issuing plans of using FM radio frequency channel.

- Circular No. 21/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 29/9/2017 on regulating the supplying and using telecommunications figures.

- Decree No. 49/2017/ND-CP dated 24/4/2017 on amending and supplementing Article 15 of the Decree No. 25/2011/ND-CP dated 06 April 2011 of the government providing guidance to implement some provisions of the Law on Telecommunications and Article 30 of the Decree No. 174/2013/ND-CP dated 13/11/2013 of the government on administrative punishsment in the areas of post and telecommunications, information technology and radio frequency.

- Circular No. 80/TTLT-BTC-BTTTT dated 13/6/2016 on stipulating the implementation of national single window in information and telecommunications area.

- Circular No. 35/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23 November 2017 on stipulating transition of number portability for mobile.

- Circular No. 11/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23 June 2017 on amemding and supplementing some provisions of the Circular No. 08/2013/TT-BTTTT dated 26 March 2013 of the Ministry of Information and Communications regulating managment of telecommunications services quality.

- Circular No. 12/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23 June 2017 on amemding and supplementing some provisions of the Circular No. 17/2011/TT-BTTTT dated 30/6/2011 of the Ministry of Information and Communications issuing the List of telecommunications equipments and accredited radio frequency station.

- Circular No. 14/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 23/6/2017 on amemding and supplementing some provisions of the Circular No. 18/2011/TT-BTTTT dated 30/6/2011 of the Ministry of Information and Telecommunications issuing accreditation for the public landing mobile stations.

- Circular No. 33/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 22/11/2017 on stipulating the national technic on the point to point micro way equipment.

- Circular No. 29/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 07/11/2017 on issuing national standards on the landing mobile station in Ku band.

- Circular No. 28/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 07/22/2017 on issuing national technical standards on Electromagnetic compatibility for the fixed radio frequency transmission divide and auxiliary equipment.

- 14 Circulars regulating national technical standards.

	- Decree on amending and supplementing some provisions of the Decreee No. 25/2011/ND-CP dated 06 April 2011 of the government guiding implementation of some provisions of the Law on Telecommunications; Amending the Decree No. 49/2017/ND-CP on amending and supplementing the Article 15 of the Decree No. 25/2011/ND-CP dated 06 April 2011 of the government guiding implementation of some provisions of the Law on Telecommunications and Article 30 the Decree No. 174/2013/ND-CP dated 13/11/2013 on administrative punishments in areas of post, telecoms, ICT and radio frequency.

- Circular on amending and supplementing Circular No. 30/2011/TT-BTTTT dated 31/10/2011 of the Ministry of Information and Communications stipulating the comformity certificate and annoucement of telecoms and ICT products.

- Circular on amending and supplementing the Circular No. 09/2016/TT-BTTTT dated 30/3/2016 of the Ministry of Information and Communications regulating the list, stakeholeders, scope, quality, fee rate, applied fee range and the rate of subsidy for public telecommunication services up to 2020.

- Circulars on providing national technical standards on telecoms, kist of standards applied in telecommunication and ICT.

	Website for further information 
	http://vnta.gov.vn/Trang/default.aspx
http://mic.gov.vn/Pages/trangchu.aspx

	

	Services - Information Technology and Internet Information Security:


	On 19/11/2015, the Law on Internet Information Security was officially ratified by the National Assembly and came into force 01 July 2016. The issuance of the Law is the legal basis for more stable on information security, applying a comprehensive  and feasible legal regulations during the implementation and use national resources to ensure internet information security, and also to develop this area to meet the demand of economic-social development, contributing to the improvement of life quality of people. The issuance of the  Law on Internet Information Security is to assure the legal rights and interests of organisations, individuals participating in the activities of internet informaion security, strengthen the supervisions, prevent the internet information insecurity, expand international cooperation in this area on the basis of respecting independence, sovereignty, equality and mutual benefits, which are complied with Viet Nam’s laws and international conventions that Viet Nam is a party to.

· Decision No. 898/QD-TTg dated 27/5/2016 of the Prime Minister on ratification of directions, objectives and tasks to ensure internet information security in period of 2016-2020.

· Decree No. 108/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 of the Prime Minister regulating business conditions for goods and services on internet information security.

· Circular No. 42/2016/TT-BTTTT issues the list of potentially insecure goods which under control of the Ministry of Information and Communications.

- Circular No. 01/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 16/2/2017 on issuing the list of the key ICT product.

· Standards TCVN 11930:2017 dated 25/9/2017 on Information Technology – Security technologies – basic requirements on information system security.

· Circular No. 24/2016/TT-BTTTT on regulating quality management of broadcasting and television services.

·  Circular No. 02/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 04/4/2017 on issuing domestic technical standards on structured citizen data exchanges with domestic population databases.

· Circular No. 34/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 22/11/2017 on issuing Domestic technical standard on maximum sound signal in TV channel.

- Circular No. 39/2017/TT-BTTTT dated 15/12/2017 on issuing the list of technical standards on application of information technologies in the government agencies.
	· Circular on providing details of documents and procedures processing for licensing internet information safe products

· Provisions on suitable assessment applied for products and goods under supervision of the Ministry of Information and Communications.

· The list of products and goods that may cause unsafety and are managed by  the Ministry of Information and Communications.



	Website for further information 
	http://mic.gov.vn/Pages/trangchu.aspx
http://ais.gov.vn/home.htm

	

	Services - Environmental services  
	To implement the Decision No. 249/QD-TTg dated 10 February 2010 of the Prime Minister approving the Scheme on development of environmental services through 2020, Viet Nam has promulgated two legal documents on environmental services including: (1) The Decision No. 1570/QD-TTg dated 09 August 2016 of the Prime Minister approving the legal framework on environmental services development; (2) The Decision No. 1463/QD-TTg dated 22 July 2016 of the Prime Minister approving the Scheme on development of enterprise network on environment services through 2020, with a vision towards 2030.
	N/A

	Website for further information:  
	http://vea.gov.vn/vn/Pages/trangchu.aspx

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Viet Nam Environment Administration, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
	

	Services - Construction and Architecture services:


	Issued Decree No. 42/2017/ND-CP dated 04 April 2017 of the Goverment on Amendment and Supplementation of some articles of Decree No 59/2015/ND-CP dated 18 June 2015 of the Goverment on Management of construction invesment projects. In particular, at Items 22, Article 1, there are some changes in term of issuing the working permit for foreigner  contractors.


	In order to innovate administrative procedures on issuing the working permits for foreigner  contractors, Ministry of Construction is considering to execute the procedure online.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.xaydung.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Construction

Tel: +84.24 3976 0271/ Ext: 362
	

	Services - Banking
	Banking services:

- Decision No. 1740/QD-TTg dated 07 September 2016 of the Government assigning members to participate in the Steering Committee anti-money laundering. The Head of Steering Committee signed Decision No. 330/QD-BCDPCRT dated 26/10/2016 regulating the operation of the Steering Committee.  

- Decision No. 2094/QD-NHNN dated 26/10/2016 on the implementation of Decree No. 101/2016/ND-CP dated 02 July 2016 of the Government regulating a number of measures against terrorism in cyberspace.

- Decision No. 20/2017/QD-CP dated 12 June 2017 of the Government regulating on microfinance programs and projects of political institutions, socio-political organizations and non-governmental organizations.

- Decision No. 21/2017/QD-CP dated 15/6/2017 of the Government regulating on insurance payment;

- Law No. 12/2017/QH14 (“Amended Penal Code”) dated 20/6/2017  amending and supplementing some articles of Penal Code No. 100/2015/QH13 seting out a number of offenses which commercial legal entities may be subject to criminal liable for (including money laundering and terrorism financing).

- Law No. 17/2017/QH14 amending and supplementing a number of articles of the Law on Credit Institutions.

- Resolution No. 42/2017/QH14 on pilot measures to resolve non-performing loan of credit institutions.

- Decree No. 34/2015/ND-CP dated 31 March 2015 amending and supplementing some articles of the Decree No. 53/2013/ND-CP dated 18 May 2013 of the Government on establishment, organization and operations of Viet Nam Asset Management Company (VAMC).

- Decree No. 55/2015/ND-CP dated 9 June 2015 on credit policies for agricultural and rural development.

- Decree No. 135/2015/ND-CP dated 31/12/2015 regulating on foreign indirect investment 

- Decree No. 18/2016/ND-CP dated 18 March 2016 amending and supplementing some articles of the Decree No. 53/2013/ND-CP of 18 May 2013 of the government on establishment and operations of the Viet Nam Asset Management Company (VAMC).

- Decree No. 45/2016/ND-CP dated 26/5/2016 of the Government amending a number of articles of the Government’s Decree No. 127/2013/ND-CP dated 15/10/2013  on penalties for administrative violations and enforcement of administrative decisions pertaining to customs controls

- Decree No. 57/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 amending and supplementing Article 7, Decree No. 10/2010/ND-CP dated 12 February 2010 of the government on credit information activities

- Decree No. 69/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 regulating the conditions for debt trading services.

- Decree No. 80/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 amending and supplementing some articles of the Decree No. 101/2012/ND-CP dated 22 November 2012 of the Government on non-cash payment.
- Decree No. 89/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 regulating the conditions for foreign currency exchange agency activities, providing foreign currency receipt and payment services of economic organizations.

- Decree No. 145/2016/ND-CP dated 01/11/2016 on amendments to the government’s Decree No. 108/2013/ND-CP dated 23/9/2013 on penalties for administrative violations against regulations on securities and securities market.

- Decree No. 03/2017/ND-CP dated 16/01/2017 of government on casino business activities and Decree No. 06/2017/ND-CP. The Government also issued Decree No. 06/2017/ND-CP which governs betting activities on horse and dog races and international football.

- Decree 61/2017/ND-CP dated 16/5/2017 regulating the appraisal of the starting price of non-performing loan, collateral assets of non-performing loan and the establishment of the Council for auction of bad debts, the collateral of bad debts for bad debts and the collateral of bad debt which has great value.

- Decree No. 93/2017/ND-CP dated 07 August 2017 on financial regimes of credit institutions, foreign bank branches and financial supervisory agencies, appraisal of state-investment efficiency in 100% state-owned credit institutions and credit institutions of which the State has stakes.

- Decree No. 124/2017/ND-CP dated 15/11/2017 of the Government regulating on foreign investment in petroleum activities.

- Circular No. 38/2015/TT-NHNN dated 31 December 2015, amending and supplementing some articles of Circular No. 16/2012/TT-NHNN dated 25/5/2012, on guilding a number of articles of Decree No. 24/2012/ND-CP dated 03 April 2012, on the management of gold business operations.

- Circular No. 03/2016/TT-NHNN dated 26/2/2016, on guiding the foreign exchange management of borrowing and repayment of overseas loans applied to enterprises.

- Circular No. 05/2016/TT-NHNN dated 15/4/2016 amending and supplementing some articles of Circular No. 03/2016/TT-NHNN on guiding the foreign exchange management of borrowing and repayment of overseas loans applied to enterprises.

- Circular No. 06/2016/TT-NHNN dated 27/5/2016 amending and supplementing several contents of Circular 36/2014/TT-NHNN dated 20 November 2014 on stipulating prudent ratios in operations of credit institutions and foreign bank branches.

- Circular No. 08/2016/TT-NHNN dated 16/06/2016 amending and supplementing several contents of Circular No.19/2013/TT-NHNN dated 06 September 2013 on trading and resolution of NPLs by the Viet Nam Asset Management Company (VAMC).  

- Circular No. 09/2016/TT-NHNN dated 17/06/2016 amending, supplementing a number of articles of the Circular No. 31/2012/TT-NHNN dated 26 November 2012 stipulating on Cooperative Bank.

- Circular No. 12/2016/TT-NHNN dated 26 June 2016 guiding foreign exchange management for foreign investment activities 

- Circular No. 10/2016/TT-NHNN dated 29 June 2016 guiding some contents regulated in the Government's Decree No. 135/2015/ND-CP dated 31/12/2015 on foreign indirect investment.

- Circular No. 11/2016/TT-NHNN dated 29/6/2016, amending and supplementing a number of legislative documents on providing services of foreign currency receiving and payment, and operations of foreign exchange agents.

-  Circular No. 13/2016/TT-NHNN dated 5/10/2016, amending and supplementing  some articles of the circular no. 45/2011/TT-NHNN dated 30 December 2011 on guiding the foreign exchange management applicable to lending and collection of overseas debts by credit institutions. 

- Circular No.14/2016/TT-NHNN dated 30/6/2016 amending, supplementing a number of articles of Circular No. 30/2014/TT- NHNN of the SBV stipulating trust and trustee services of credit institutions and foreign bank branches and to abolish several provisions of Regulation on factoring operation of credit institutions promulgated with Decision No. 1096/2004/QD-NHNN of the SBV Governor dated September 6, 2004.

- Circular No. 15/2016/TT-NHNN dated 30 June 2016 amending and supplementing some articles of Circular No. 30/2015/TT-NHNN dated 25/12/2015 regulating the issuance of licenses, organization and operation of non-bank credit institutions.

- Circular No. 23/2016/TT–NHNN dated 30/6/2016 amending, supplementing a number of articles of Circular No.16/2010/TT-NHNN dated June 25, 2010 on guiding implementation of Decree No.10/2010/ND – CP dated 12 February 2010 on credit information activities. 

- Circular No. 28/2016/TT-NHNN dated 5 October 2016 amending and supplementing some articles of Circular No. 21/2014/TT-NHNN dated 14/8/2014 providing guideline for scope of foreign exchange operations, licensing procedures and requirements for foreign exchange operations by credit institutions and branches of foreign banks.

- Circular No. 33/2016/TT-NHNN dated 27/12/2016  stipulating the ratio of the VAMC's collection which is calculated on non-performing loans (NPLs) purchased in special bonds.

- Circular No.41/2016/TT-NHNN dated 30/12/2016 stipulating on the capital adequacy ratio for foreign-owned banks and branches of foreign-owned banks.

- Circular No. 42/2016/TT-NHNN dated 30/12/2016 providing for the ranking of people’s credit funds.

- Circular No.43/2016/TT-NHNN dated 30/12/2016 promulgating regulations on lending for consumption by finance companies. 

- Circular No. 02/2017/TT-NHNN dated 17/5/2017 of the SBV promulgating services provided by credit institutions and branches of foreign banks.

- Circular No. 03/2017/NHNN dated 6/6/2017, amending some articles of Circular no. 16/2012/TT-NHNN dated May 25, 2012, providing guidance on a number of articles of decree no. 24/2012/ND-CP  dated April 03, 2012 of the government on management of gold business activities.

- Circular No. 05/2017/TT-NHNN dated 30 June  2017, amending and supplementing some articles of circular No. 03/2016/TT-NHNN dated 26/2/2016, guilding on foreign exchange management regarding borrowing and repayment of overseas loans applied to enterprises.

- Circular No. 06/2017/TT-NHNN dated 05/7/2017 amending and supplementing a number of articles of Circular No. 03/2014/TT-NHNN dated 23/01/2014 of the SBV promulgating on the guarantee fund of the people's credit fund system and the Circular No. 04/2015/TT-NHNN dated 31/3/2015 of the SBV promulgating on the people's credit fund.

- Circular No. 08/2017/TT-NHNN of the State Bank of Viet Nam regulating the process and procedures of banking supervision

- Circular No.09/2017/TT-NHNN dated 14/8/2017 amending and supplementing several contents of Circular No.19/2013/TT-NHNN dated September 6, 2013 by the SBV on buy, sell non-performing loan (NPL) and NPL resolution of Viet Nam Asset Management Company (VAMC).

- Circular No. 10/2017/TT-NHNN dated 30/8/2017, guilding the foreign exchange management with regard to casino business.

- Circular No.11/2017/TT-NHNN dated August 30th, 2017 amending and supplementing several contents of Circular No.15/2014/TT-NHNN dated 24 July 2014, guiding the exchange management of the business of prize-winning electronic games for foreigners.

- Circular No. 17/2017/TT-NHNN of the State Bank of Viet Nam amending and supplementing some articles of Circular No. 40/2011/TT-NHNN dated 15/12/2011 regulating the issuance of licenses and the organization and operation of commercial banks, foreign bank branches, representative offices of foreign credit institutions and other foreign organizations are engaging in banking activities in Viet Nam.

- Circular No. 19/2017/TT-NHNN dated 28/12/2017 amending and supplementing a number of articles of Circular No.36/2014/TT-NHNN dated 20/11/2014 stipulating prudent limits and ratios in the operations of credit institutions and foreign bank branches.

- Circular No. 20/2017/TT-NHNN dated 29/12/2017 stipulating the sale of receivables from a finance leasing contract.

- With the technical assistance from the World Bank, Viet Nam is conducting the Domestic risk assessment of money laundering and terrorism financing (NRA). The Banking Supervisory Agency of the SBV is submitting the proposal the first NRA report in Viet Nam. The Prime Minister has agreed to delay the deadline by 2021.

- With regard to the implementation of the second multilateral assessment process of the Asia-Pacific Anti-Money Laundering (APG) for Viet Nam: The Governor of SBV signed the Proposal No. 148/TTr-NHNN dated 06 October 2017 on the establishment of a Domestic Coordination Committee to prepare for the multilateral assessment of APG; On 18/10/2017, the Government Office issued the Official Letter No. 11133/VPCP-KTTH concuring with the recommendations of the SBV.

- Signing Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to co-ordinate, exchange information with foreign countries on anti-money laundering and terrorism financing: MoU between Viet Nam and Russia was signed during the period from 28 June to 01 July 2017.
	Continue to study, review, amend and propose authorities to amend and accomplish the legal framework for the banking system on the basis of ensuring compliance with international commitments.. in order to enhance the transparency and accomplish the legal system in the field of banking activities, creating a legal framework and a conductive environment for organizations and individuals in the field of banking, thus contributing to the implementation of the Bogor Goals  on open and free trade and investment.



	Website for further information:  
	www.sbv.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Multilateral Cooperation Division
International Cooperation Department
State Bank of Vietnam

Tel: (844) 3 934 3360
	

	Services – Logistics
	- Decree No. 19/2016/ND-CP dated 22 March 2016 of the Government on gas trading.
- Circular No. 03/2016/TT-BCT dated 10 May  2016 of Ministry of Industry and Trade detailing a number of articles of Decree No. 19/2016/ND-CP on Gas trading.

- Circular No. 08/2017/TT-BCT dated 26 June 2017 of  Ministry of  Industry and Trade on registration and declaration of prices for milk and functional foods for children under the age of six. 
- Circular No. 35/2016/TT-BCT dated 28 December 2016, on identification of foreign workers who are eligible for work permit exemption and internally reassigned by enterprises operating within eleven service sectors specified in Viet Nam's WTO Schedule of Commitments on trade in services.
	- Decree of the Gorvernment amending and supplementing a number of articles to                     Decree No. 158/2006/ND-CP dated 28 December  2006 detailing the implementation of Commercial Law regarding goods purchase and sale through The Goods Exchange.
- Complete the draft decree replacing the Decree of Government No.23/2007/ND-CP of 12 February 2007 detailing the commercial Law regarding goods purchase and sale activities or goods purchase and sale related activities of foreign-invested enterprises in Viet Nam.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Domestic Market Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade  

Tel: 84-24.2220.5500

Planning Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade. 

Tel: 84-24.2220.2331 

Email: VKH@moit.gov.vn
	

	Services – Finance 
	Insurance Services

- Decree No. 73/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 of the Government on detail implementation of the Law on Insurance Business and the Law Amending and Supplementing a number of Articles of the Law on Insurance Business

- Circular No. 52/2016/TT-BTC dated 21/03/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for the implementation of universal life insurance products

- Circular No. 43/2016/TT-BTC dated 03/03/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on amendment and supplement to Circular No. 116/2014/TT-BTC on fishery insurance.
- Circular No. 22/2016/TT-BTC dated 16/02/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on replacement of Circular No. 126/2008/TT-BTC and Circular No. 151/2012/TT-BTC on regulations, terms, schedules of premiums and limits of liability of compulsory civil liability insurance of motor vehicle owners.
- Circular No. 105/2016/TT-BTC dated 26/06/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for outward portfolio investments by securities trading organizations, securities investment funds, investment companies and insurance enterprises.
- Circular No. 50/2017/TT-BTC dated 15/05/2017 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for the government’s Decree No. 73/2016/ND-CP. 

Accounting and Auditing Services:

- Law No. 88/2015/QH13 dated 20/11/2015 on Accounting, effective from 1/1/2017.
- Decree No. 84/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 of the Government on eligibility requirements for practicing auditors and auditing firms accredited to provide audit services for public interest entities.
- Decree No.174/2016/ND-CP dated 30/12/2016 of the Government on guidelines for the Law on Accounting.
- Circular No. 107/2017/TT-BTC dated 10/10/2017 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for public sector accounting.
- Circular No. 91/2017/TT-BTC dated 31/8/2017 of the Ministry of Finance on exams, issuance, and management of audit practicing certificates and accounting practicing certificates.
- Circular No. 24/2017/TT-BTC dated 28/3/2017 of the Ministry of Finance on accounting for cooperatives and cooperative unions.
- Circular 334/2016/TT-BTC dated 27/12/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on amendment, supplement and replacement for the Annex 02 and 04 of the Circular 210/2014/TT-BTC dated 30/12/2014 on guidelines for accounting policy applicable to securities firms.
- Circular No. 296/2016/TT-BTC dated 15/11/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on granting, revocation and management of Certificate of accounting practice.
- Circular No. 297/2016/TT-BTC dated 15/11/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on issuance, management and usage of Certificates of eligibility for providing accounting services.

- Circular No. 292/2016/TT-BTC dated 15/11/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on update of annual knowledge for practicing accountant and persons registered for accounting practice

- Circular No. 133/2016/TT-BTC dated 26/8/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for Vietnamese Accounting Systems for Small and Medium Enterprises.
- Circular No. 53/2016/TT-BTC dated 31/3/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on amendment and supplement to some Articles of Circular No. 200/2014/TT-BTC dated 22/12/2014 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for the corporate accounting system.

Securities Services:

- Decree No. 86/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 of the Government on conditions of securities investment and securities business operations.
- Circular 07/2016/TT-BTC dated 18/01/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on amendment and supplement to some articles of the Circular No. 210/2012/TT-BTC on guidelines for establishment and operation of securities companies. 

- Circular 11/2016/TT-BTC dated 19/01/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for Decree 42/2015/ND-CP on derivative securities and the derivative securities market.
- Circular 15/2016/TT-BTC dated 20/01/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on amendment and supplement to some articles of the Circular No. 183/2011/TT-BTC on guidelines for establishment and management of the open-ended fund.
- Circular 105/2016/TT-BTC dated 29/06/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on guidelines for outward portfolio investments by securities trading organizations, securities investment funds, investment companies and insurance enterprises.
- Circular 107/2016/TT-BTC dated 29/06/2016 of the Ministry of Finance on conditions for offering and transaction of covered warrant.
- Circular 23/2017/TT-BTC dated 16/03/2017 of the Ministry of Finance on amendment and supplement to some articles the of Circular No. 11/2016/TT-BTC on guidelines for the Decree 42/2015/ND-CP on Derivative securities and the derivative securities market.
	- A new Decree on agricultural insurance.
- A new Decree on amendment and supplement to the Decree No. 130/2006/ND-CP and Decree No. 46/2012/ND-CP on the compulsory fire and explosion insurance regime.
- A new Decree on amendment and supplement to the Decree No. 98/2013/ND-CP on penalties for administrative violations against the Law on Insurance and Lottery.

	Website for further information:
	www.mof.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh Huyen

International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Finance

Tel: + 84 4 22202828/ext. 7166

Fax: + 84 4 22208109

Email: nguyenthithanhhuyen1@mof.gov.vn 
	

	Services – Legal 
	The Ministry of Justice is drafting a revised version of Decree No. 123/2013/ND-CP dated 14/10/2013 detailing some articles and measures to implement the Law on Lawyers (2012 revised version). However, the current draft does not regulate foreign lawyers and law firms’ access to legal services market in Viet Nam.
	

	Website for further information:
	www.moj.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr Bach Quoc An, Director General of International Law Department, Ministry of Justice.

Phone: + 84 24627 39526

Email: anbq@moj.gov.vn

	

	Services – Electricity and Renewable Energy
	- Decision No. 37/2011/QD-TTg of the Prime Minister on the mechanism supporting the development of wind power projects in Viet Nam.
- Decision No. 11/2017/QD-TTg of the Prime Minister dated 11 April 2017 on the mechanism for encouragement of the development of solar power projects in Viet Nam.
- Circular No. 24/2016/TT-BCT stipulating some contents on shortening the time for accessing electricity.

	

	Website for further information:
	www.moit.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Electricity and Renewable Energy Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Address: 23 Ngo Quyen, Hoan Kiem, Ha Noi

Phone: +84 24 62786184.
	

	Services - Energy
	- Circular No. 02/2014/TT-BCT dated 16 January 2014 of the Ministry of Industry and Trade on solutions for economical and efficient use of energy in industries.

- Circular No. 19/2016/TT-BCT dated 14 September 2016 regulates quote and norms of energy consumption in beer and beverage production industry in the period to the end of 2020 and the period from 2021 to the end of 2025.
- Circular No. 20/2016/TT-BCT dated 20 September 2016 regulates the quota on energy consumption of the following processes of production in the steel industry in the period to the end of 2020 and the period from 2021 to the end of 2025 including: Sintering of iron ore; iron making by blast furnace, steelmaking by (top-blown) converter, steelmaking by electric arc furnace, steelmaking by induction furnace; steel rolling.
- Circular No. 36/2016/TT-BCT dated 28 December 2016 on energy labeling for means and equipment using energy under management of the Ministry of Industry and Trade.

- Circular No.38/2016/TT-BCT dated 28 December 2016 of the Ministry of Industry and Trade on the quota on energy consumption of the plastic industry.

- Circular No.24/2016/TT-BCT dated 23 November 2017 of the Ministry of Industry and Trade on the quota on energy consumption of the paper industry.

- Decision No.04/2017/QD-TTg dated 09 March  2017 on the list of equipment and appliances to which the mandatory energy labelling and minimum energy efficiency standards are applied, and the roadmap to their implementation. 


	

	Website for further information:
	www.moit.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Lai Duc Tuan, Officer, Energy and Sustainable Development Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade of Vietnam

Email: tuanld@moit.gov.vn
Phone: +84 24 22205384
	

	Investment


	· Amend Annex IV of the Investment Law, thereby reducing the number of conditional businesses from 267 sectors to 243 sectors.

· Promulgation of a Joint Circular on procedures for investment and business registration for foreign investors (Circular 02/2017/ TT-BKHDT).

· Promulgation of the Law on Support for Small and Medium Enterprises.
	· Continue to amend Investment Law and related Law/other legal documents.

· Promulgating the Law on special economic administrative zones.
· Amendment of the Public Investment Law.

· Promulgation of decrees guiding the Law on support for small and medium enterprises.

	Website for further information:  
	www.mpi.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Foreign Investment Agency, Ministry of Planning and Investment 

Tel: 84-24.37343763

Email: phuongfia@mpi.gov.vn
	

	Standards and Conformance


	The following legal documents have been issued:

· Decree No. 87/2016/ND-CP dated 1 July 2016 on conditions for motorcycle helmet business;

· Decree No. 107/2016/ND-CP dated 1 July 2016 prescribing conditions for provision of conformity assessment services;

· Decree No. 119/2017/ND-CP dated 1 November 2017 regulating the handling of administrative violations in the field of standards, metrology, and quality of goods and products (replacing the Decree No. 80/2013/ND-CP dated 19 July 2013);

· Decree No. 105/2016/ND-CP dated 1 July 2016 regulating the operation conditions of accreditation, calibration and testing bodies;

· Decree No. 43/2017/ND-CP dated 14 April 2017 on goods labels

· Circular No. 22/2015/TT-BKHCN dated 11 November 2015 of the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) on the promulgation and implementation of domestic technical standards on gasoline, diesel fuel and biofuels (QCVN 1: 2015 / BKHCN);

· Joint Circular No. 58/2015/TTLT/BCT-BKHCN dated 31 December 2015 of the Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT) and the MOST regulating the quality management of domestic and imported steel;

· Joint Circular No. 77/2016/TTLT-BTC-BKHCN dated 3 June 2016 guiding the implementation of the domestic "one door" mechanism for the state inspection of quality of imported goods to Viet Nam under the management of the MOST;

· Circular No. 09/2016/TT-BKHCN dated 09 June 2016 regulating the order and procedures for the issuance of permits for transportation of dangerous goods by road, railways and inland waterway under the responsibility of the MOST;

· Circular No. 11/2016/TT-BKHCN dated 28 June 2016 guiding the registration of gas mixture facilities;

· Joint Circular No. 110/2016/TTLT-BTC-BKHCN dated 30 June 2016 of the Ministry of Finance (MOF) and the MOST guiding the coordination of quality inspection and clearance of imported goods;

· Circular No. 21/2016/TT-BKHCN dated 15 December 2016 of the MOST promulgating the amendment of 1:2016 QCVN 4:2009/BKHCN on domestic technical standards on safety of electrical and electronic equipment;

· Circular No. 04/2017/TT-BKHCN dated 22 May 2017 of the MOST promulgating the amendment of 1:2017 QCVN 1:2015/BKHCN on domestic technical standards on gasoline, diesel and biological fuel;

· Circular No. 07/2017/TT-BKHCN dated 16 June 2017 amending and supplementing some articles of the Circular No. 27/2012/TT-BKHCN dated 12 December  2012 of the MOST regulating the state inspection of the quality of imported goods;

· Circular No. 02/2017/TT-BKHCN dated 31 March 2017 amending and supplementing the Circular No. 28/2012/TT-BKHCN prescribing standard conformity announcement and conformity assessment in compliance with standards and technical regulations;

· Circular No. 06/2017 /TT-BKHCN dated 25 May 2017 of the MOST stipulating the economic and technical norms for the measurement and calibration of measuring devices for automatic and continuous water monitoring stations;

· Circular No. 09/2017/TT_BKHCN dated 27 June 2017 of the MOST regulating the measurement applicable to weight measurement in retail trade;

· Prime Minister's Decision No. 37/2017/QD-TTg dated 17 August 2017 on the abolition of the Decision No. 50/2006/QD-TTg dated 07 March 2006 of the Prime Minister issuing the List of products, Goods subject to quality inspection;

· Decision No. 3482/QD-BKHCN dated 08 December 2017 on the announcement of products and goods of group 2 under the management of MOST (replacing the Decision No. 1171/QD-TDC dated 27 May 2015 of the MOST promulgating the list of imported goods subject to quality inspection according to the domestic technical regulations before customs clearance under the management of the MOST).

· Currently submitting to the Government a Decree amending the Decree No. 127/2007/ND-CP dated 01 August 2007 detailing the implementation of a number of articles of the Law on Standards and Technical Regulations in the direction of promoting the socialization of the development and application of standards and technical regulations; strengthening the role of the Domestic Technical Committee in accordance with the WTO commitments, ISO/IEC guidelines on the development and validation of the TCVN.
	· Submiting to the Government for issuance of a decree amending the Decree No. 132/2008/ND-CP following the Proposal No.2881/BKHCN-TTr dated 31 August 2017. Currently, the draft of this decree is being consulted by Government members;

· Promulgating the Circular on metrology, quality in gas trading;

· Issuing the decree amending the Circular No. 09/2016/TT-BKHCN dated 09 June 2016 regulating the order and procedures for the issuance of permits for transportation of dangerous goods by roads, railways and inland waterways under the responsibility of the MOST;

· Completing the domestic one-door-connected software for the following 03 administrative procedures:

· Issuance the certificate of free sale (CFS) for goods and products under the management of the MOST;

· Registration for stante inspection of measuring devices, quantities of pre-packed goods;

· Approval of imported measuring devices.

· Issuing the circular guiding the implementation of the domestic one-door mechanism for the procedures for registration of State inspection on metrology for measuring equipment, quantities of imported pre-packed goods; the procedures for the approval of samples of imported measuring equipment; and the procedures for granting CFS for exported and imported products and goods under the management of the MOST;

· Promoting the development of TCVN to harmonize with international standards, regional standards and foreign standards in order to facilitate international and regional trade;

· Regularly reviewing and updating legal documents on metrology in accordance with the commitments of Viet Nam in free trade agreements (TPP, EVFTA, etc.) and in the international orgarnizations of which Viet Nam is a member.

	Website for further information:  
	· www.tcvn.gov.vn; 

· www.vsqi.gov.vn; 

· http://www.quacert.gov.vn; 

· www.quatest1.com.vn; 

· http://www.quatest2.com.vn; 

· www.quatest3.com.vn. 
· https://quatest4.gov.vn. 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality,

Ministry of Science and Technology

Tel: +84 24 37911636

Email: vuhchq@tcvn.gov.vn 
	· 

	Customs Procedures


	Implementation of electronic customs procedures:

- Quantity of import and export customs declaration: 19.81 million declarations; 

- Import and export turnover: USD 733.13 billion;
-Quantity of exporters and importers:: 92.47 thousand businesses.

- Online-public service: Online-public service system officially started on 01 March 2017 on electronic information portal; has finished the pilot period; quantity of administrative procedures of customs provided online-public service have been increased at level 3 with 126/178 procedures. Up to 30 November 2017, the system has received and processed 64 thousand set of administrative procedures with participation of almost 11 thousand businesses.

- Providing information about electronic customs declaration on electronic declaration information portal: this portal officially started on 15 March 2017 providing information about electronic customs declaration for relevant agencies to make tax procedures, payment by banks and other administrative procedures, proving legality of goods in the market under Decision No. 33/2016-QD-TTg dated 19 August 2016. After 30 November 2017, electronic declaration information Portal had 1.16 thousand accounts and almost 70 thousand times of log-in.

Implementation of Domestic Single Window: Domestic Single Window has connected 11 Ministries/Agencies including: Ministry of Industry and Trade, Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Ministry of Finance (General Department of Viet Nam Customs), Ministry of Source Planning and Environment, Ministry of Information and Communication, Ministry of Culture, Sport and Tourism, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Public Security, VCCI.

Update on policy changes

Domestic Single -Window

- Decision No. 34/2016/QĐ-TTg dated 23 August 2016 by Prime Minister regulating electronic procedures of ships entering and leaving seaports, inland waterways, offshore oil ports through Domestic Single Window.  

- Joint Cicular No. 64/2016/TTLT-BTC-BVHTTDL dated 25 April 2016 between Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Culture, Sport and Tourism guiding the implementation of Domestic Single Windowfor procedures of testing import children's toys under the scope of specialised management of  Ministry of Culture, Sport and Tourism;

- Joint Cicular No. 77/2016/TTLT-BTC-BKHCN dated 03 June 2016 between Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Technology and Science guiding the implementation Domestic Single Window for inspection procedures of state for imports' quality into Viet Nam under management of  Ministry of Science and Technology; 
- Joint Cicular No. 80/2016/TTLT-BTC-BTTTT dated 13 June 2016 between Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Information and Communications guiding the implementation of domestic single window in the area of information and communication;

- Joint Cicular No. 89/2016/TTLT-BTC-BCT dated  23 June 2016 between Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Industry and Trade guiding the implementation of domestic single window.

- Decision No. 15/2017/QD-TTg dated 12 May 2017 by Prime Minister issuing import goods category required to conduct customs procedures at import checkpoints.
- Decision No. 43/2017/QD-TTg dated 26 September 2017 by the Prime Minister regulating responsibility in conducting customs procedures for entry, exit and transit airplanes through domestic single window.

- Decision No. 38/2017/QD-TTg dated 18 August 2017 by Prime Minister regulating transhipments for import goods which conducts customs procedures at ICD of My Dinh, Ha Noi.

- Cicular No. 84/2017/TT-BTC dated 15/8/2017 guiding specifically some provisions of Decree No. 68/2016/NĐ-CP dated 01 July 2016 by Government.

- Cicular No.52/2017/TT-BTC dated 19 May 2017 amending, supplementing Circular No. 120/2015/TT-BTC dated 14 August 2015 regulating samples, printing, issuing, managing and using customs declaration for travellers on enty and exit.

- Cicular No.274/2016/TT-BTC dated 14 November 2016 by Ministry of Finance regulating collecting level of customs charges, mothods of collecting, paying, managing and using customs fees and charges for good and transit transport means.

- Decision No. 1593/QD-BTC dated 15 August 2017 by Minister of Finance on pilot of declaring invoice code on customs declaration for import and export goods for automatic control and supervision of goods.
- Decision No.2061/QD-BTC dated 13 October 2017 by Minister of Finance on pilot of managing, supervising automatic customs for import, export and transit goods at Noi Bai airport.

- Decision No. 1899/QD-TTg dated 04 October 2016 by Prime Minister on establishment of Domestic Steering Committee of ASEAN Single Window, Domestic Single Window and trade facilitation.

- Decision No.2185/QD-TTg dated 14 November 2016 by Prime Minister on master plan of implementing Domestic Single Window, ASEAN single window in the period of 2016-2020.

- Notice No. 27/CT-TTg dated 29 June 2017 by Prime Minister on accelerating progress, enhancing effect of implementing Domestic single window, ASEAN single window and trade facilitation.

Other procedures

- Decree No. 45/2016/ND-CP dated 16 May 2016 by Government regulating customs violation resolution and coercion of implementing administrative decision in cusoms area.  

- Decree No. 68/2016/ND-CP dated 01 July 2016 by Government regulating business conditions of free-duty goods, stores, areas for doing customs procedures, customs supervision and inspection;

- Decision No. 33/2016/QD-TTg dated 19 August 2016 by Prime Minister issuing the Provision of providing, using informtion on electronic customs declaration. 

- Cicular No.69/2016/TT-BTC dated 06 May 2016 by Ministry of Finance regulating customs procedures for petrol, chemicals, gas on import, export, temporary import for re-export, transhipment, transit; import materials for manufacture and make-up or process of petrol, gas; export and import raw-oil; import and export goods for gas manufacture.  

- Cicular No.106/2016/TT-BTC dated 29 June 2016 by Ministry of Finance regulating customs procedures for import and export of petrol, material to make up petrol and make-up process to converse petrol types at petrol bonded warehouses. 

- Joint Cicular No.110/2016/TTLT-BTC-BKHCN dated 30 June 2016 by Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Science and Technology regulating coordination of checking quality and clearance of import goods  issued by Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Science and Technology.

- Cicular No.155/2016/TT-BTC dated 15 October 2016 by Ministry of Financeregulating the enforcement of Decree No. 127/2013/ND-CP dated 15 October 2013 by Government regulating administrative penalty for customs violations and   Circular No. 45/2016/ND-CP dated 26 May 2015 by Government amending, supplementing some provisions of Decree No. 127/2013/ND-CP.

- Cicurlar No. 52/2017/TT-BTC dated 19 May 2017 amending and supplementing some provisions of Circular No. 120/2015/TT-BTC dated 14 August 2015.

- Cicurlar No.84/2017/TT-BTC dated 15 August 2017 regulating some provisions of Decree No. 68/2016/ND-CP.

- Cicurlar No.442/TT-BTC dated 28 April 2017 regulating mechanism of conducting customs technique methods. 
	- Under Plan on Implementation of providing online-public service, since 2018, Viet Nam Customs will upgrade technical facility, develop information and technology application, increase quantity of administrative procedures provided online-public service at level 3 with 168/178 administrative procedures.

- Implementation of ASEAN Single Window:
 + Protocal on legal framework for implementing ASEAN single window has been verified by 10/10 ASEAN members. Viet Nam Customs will coordinate with Ministry of Industry and Trade, Ministry of Information and Communications to develop technical conditions to officially connect ASEAN single window in January 2018.

+ Simplification of customs procedures, facilitatin of import and export goods clearance through reducing advance inspection and post inspection, establish coordination mechanism among ministries/agencies in specialised inspection based on information connection by domestic single window; reducing clearance time for import and export goods. 

- In anti-smuggling and investigation: will report Government to issue Decree amending and supplementing some provisions of Decree No. 01/2015/ND-CP dated 02 January 2015 by Governmenregulating customs operation areas; responsibility of anti-smuggling and investigation.



	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	International Cooperation Department, General Department of Viet Nam Customs

Tel: (+84 24) 39440833/ext 8933

Fax: (+84 24) 39440645

Email: icd@customs.gov.vn

	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Viet Nam has promulgated following legal documents on intellectual property rights (IPRs) in order to conform to WTO requirements as follows:
· Law on the Press (Law No. 103/2016/QH13 of 05 April 2016); 

· Law on Pharmacy (Law No. 105/2016/QH13 of 06 April 2016);

· Law on Technology Transfer (Law No. 07/2017/QH14 of 19 June 2017 and will take effect on 01 July 2018);
· Law No. 12/2017/QH14 of 20 June 2017 on amendment and supplement to articles of Criminal Code 2015 (will take effect on 01 January 2018);
· Law No. 03/2016/QH14 of 22 November 2016 on amendment and supplement to Article 6 and Annex 4 on the List of conditional business lines stipulated in the Law on Investment;
· Decree No. 15/2016/ND-CP of 15 March 2016 of the Government amending and supplementing a Number of Articles of Decision No. 79/2012/ND-CP on Art Performances, Fashion Shows, Models and Beauty Contests; Diffusion and Trade of Audio and Video Recordings of Theatrical Performances;

· Decree No. 31/2016/ND-CP of 6 May 2016 of the Government on Penalties for Administrative Violations in the field of Plant Varieties, Plant Protection and Quarantine;

· Decree No. 35/2016/ND-CP of 15 May 2016 of the Government on Guidelines for the Law of Veterinary Medicine; 

· Decree No. 68/2016/ND-CP of 1 July 2016 of the Government on the Regulations regarding Conditions for Duty-Free Business, Warehouses, Sites for Customs Clearance, Customs Inspection and Supervision;

· Decree No. 28/2017/ND-CP of 20 March 2017 of the Government on amendments of  Decree No. 131/2013/ND-CP of 16 October 2013 on Penalties for Administrative Violations against Copyrights and Related Rights and Decree No. 158/2013/ND-CP of 12 November 2013 on Penalties for Administrative Violations against Regulations on Culture, Sports, Tourism, and Advertising;

· Joint Circular No. 05/2016/TTLT-BKHCN-BKHDT of 05 April 2016 of Ministry of Science and Technology and Ministry of Planning and Investment on detailing and guiding measures against corporate names that infringe industrial property rights;

· Joint Circular No. 14/2016/TTLT-BTTTT-BKHCN of 08 June 2016 of Ministry of Information and Communications and Ministry of Science and Technology guiding the order and procedures for changing and revoking domain names infringing upon intellectual property rights; 

· Circular No. 16/2016/TT-BKHCN of 30 June 2016 of Ministry of Science and Technology on amending and supplementing  some provisions of Circular No. 01/2007/TT-BKHCN of 14 February 2007 guiding the implementation of articles on industrial property rights of the IP Law which was revised by Circulars No. 13/2010/TT-BKHCN of 30 July 2010, No. 18/2011/TT-BKHCN of 22 July 2011 and No. 05/2013/TT-BKHCN of 20 February 2013;
· Circular No. 19/2016/TT-BTTTT of 30 June  2016 of Ministry of Information and Communications on Registration and Application Forms for Licenses, Certificates, Professional Permits and Reports as defined in Decree No. 06/2016/ND-CP of 18 January 2016 on Management, Supply and Use of Broadcasting and Television Services;

· Circular No. 18/2016/TT-BCT of 31 August 2016 of Ministry of Industry and Trade on the Regulation of Cards of Market Surveillance Agency and the Amendments to the Content of Inspection Reports, and the Decision to Use in the Activities of Inspection and Administrative Violation Sanction of Market Surveillance Agency;

· Circular No. 211/2016/TT-BTC of 10 November 2016 of Ministry of Finance providing for the Fees for Processing Applications for Registration of Copyright and Related Rights, the Collection, Transfer and Management Thereof; 

· Circular No. 263/2016/TT-BTC of 14 November 2016 of Ministry of Finance on Fees and Charges for Industrial Property and the Collection, Transfer, Management and Use Thereof.

- In January 2017, Viet Nam ratified the WTO’s Protocol amending the TRIPS Agreement contributing to the entry into force of this instrument on 23 January 2017;

- Procedures on handling of applications for registration of IP have been continuously improved to simplify procedures and modernize office operations and shorten the time for application handling towards ensuring the time limit prescribed by the law. As from January 2017, the Domestic Office of Intellectual Property of Viet Nam has piloted the e-filing system under Resolution No. 36a/NQ-CP on e-Government (level 3);

- In the field of intellectual property rights enforcement, Viet Nam continued its efforts to strengthen the enforcement activities of intellectual property rights, contributing to a transparent business environment, creating good conditions for right holders to use, exploit and protect their intellectual property rights; and ensuring full implementation of international commitments in the WTO framework. 
In addition, the intellectual property rights enforcement agencies of Viet Nam (police, market surveillance, customs, specialized inspectors) have actively cooperated in prevention and anti-infringement of intellectual property rights; regularly exchanged information, coordinated and carried out a series of inspections, checkings goods in domestic, export and import channels, and handled many infringements of intellectual property rights.

- The propaganda, education and training on intellectual property rights are always attached with due attention with deeper level and wider scope under various forms attracting the attention and participation of the masses.
	- Improving legal regulations on intellectual property rights, including the following: 
+ Intellectual Property Law revised;

+ Competition Law revised;

+ Law on Cybersecurity;

+ Law on Cultivation;

+ Ordinance on Animal Breeds;

+ Ordinance on Plant Varieties;

+ a Decree of the Government amending and supplementing Decree No. 100/2006/ND-CP and Decree No. 85/2011/ND-CP detailing and guiding the implementation of articles on copyright and related rights of the IP Law;

+ a Decree of the Government replacing Decree No. 159/2013/ND-CP providing for Administrative Penalties for Violations Arising in the Realm of Journalism and Publishing;

+ a Circular of the Ministry of Science and Technology regulating the management of the Domestic Program for Supporting the Development of Intellectual Property Assets in the period of 2016-2020;

+ a Circular of the Ministry of Science and Technology  regulating the management of Domestic Program to Support Innovative Startup Ecosystem in Viet Nam by the year 2025;

- Continue to improve capacity building of the intellectual property offices through staff training and application of information technology.

- Continue to promote training, communication and dissemination of knowledge about intellectual property in various forms (conferences, seminars and training courses on intellectual property) as well as the inclusion of intellectual property into university curriculum.



	Website for further information:  
	www.noip.gov.vn 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Nguyen Duc Dzung

Director, International Cooperation Division

National Office of Intellectual Property, 

Ministry of Sicence and Technology

Tel: +84.24. 35588217

Fax: +84.24.38588449

Email: qhqt@noip.gov.vn  

Mrs. Vu Thi Thuy Lien

Official in charge of APEC affairs

International Cooperation Division

National Office of Intellectual Property, 

Ministry of Sicence and Technology
Tel: +8424.35588774

Fax: +84.24. 38588449

Email: vuthuylien@noip.gov.vn
	

	Competition Policy


	General Policy Framework

A number of legal documents are issued or amended under the legal framework on competition as follows:

· Drafting the Law on Competition (amended):
- In furtherance of the National Assembly's Resolution No. 22/2016/QH14 dated 29 July 2016 on the adjustment of the program on developing laws and ordinances in 2016 and the program on developing laws and ordinances in 2017; and the Resolution No. 34/2017/QH14 dated 8 June 2017 of the XIV National Assembly on the program on developing laws and ordinances in 2018 and the adjustment of the law and ordinance development program in 2017, the Law on Competition (amended) is included in the legislative program of the XIV National Assembly with progress to submit to the National Assembly for its initial comments at the 4th session in October 2017 and shall be passed at the fifth session in May 2018.

- The revision of the Competition Law 2004 is defined as a fundamental and comprehensive amendments. The draft Law is composed of 121 articles, which are organized into nine chapters. Compared with the Competition Law in 2004, the draft Law remains six articles, modifies 66 articles, supplements 49 articles and removes 49 articles.

The major amendments and supplements of the (Amended) Competition Law  include the following contents:

(i) Extending the scope of Law application;

(ii) Expanding the applicable subjects;

(iii) Changing the approach to control the competition restriction agreements;

(iv) Changing the approach to control the abuse of dominant and monopoly position on market;

(v) Changing the approach to control economic concentration;

(vi) Adjusting regulations on controlling unfair competition acts;
(vii) Implementing the model of a competition agency.

Research, review and consolation for competition policy
In 2016, Viet Nam Competition and Consumer Authority (VCCA, Ministry of Industry and Trade) continued to conduct a competition assessment report on 10 sectors of the economy including seaport, distribution of gas, pay television, seafood animal feed, vegetable oil, instant noodles, construction steel, cement. This reports provide an overview competition of key areas in the economy, market structure, competition practices of market players, and some recommendation to State management agencies in order to enhance the competition in the market.
Competition Policy in FTAs/RTAs

In 2016 - 2017, Viet Nam concluded the negotiation of competition chapter text in the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreements (TPP, now become the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership - CPTPP), the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (RCEP), the Free Trade Agreement between Viet Nam and EFTA, the Free Trade Agreement between Viet Nam and the EU (EVFTA).

In the context of Competition Chapter within the signed FTAs of Viet Nam including AANZFTA, VKFTA, the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and the Eurasian Economic Union (VCUFTA), Viet Nam and its partners actively implemented their commitments such as cooperation, information exchange on competition policy and law, capacity building for competition authorities, as well as many intensive cooperation activities between their competition authorities.

Within the framework of the ASEAN Expert Group on Competition, VCCA is also contributing to the development of the ASEAN Competition Action Plan (ACAP 2025). This agenda shall be a general policy direction of competition between ASEAN countries towards the 2025 goal; especially since the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) was formally established in early 2016.

On the other hand, VCCA also frequently updates their information on their website to enhance the propaganda, dissemination and information to interested parties including enterprises, law firms, state agencies on the development and enforcement of competition law in Vietnam.
	The draft Law on Competition (amended) is expected to be passed by the National Assembly at the fifth session in May 2018.


	Website for further information:  
	www.vca.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Merger Control Division

Vietnam Competition and Consumer Authority, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Tel: +84 24 22205014; Fax: + 84 24 222 05 003

Email: lantp@moit.gov.vn
	

	Government Procurement


	- Circular No.02/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 01 March 2016 providing guidance on preliminary selection of projects, on preparation, examination and approval of project proposals, and on feasibility study reports with regard to PPP projects.
- Circular No.03/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 05 May 2016 providing guidance on procurement training.
- Circular No. 07/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 29 June 2016 providing guidance on the preparation of bidding documents, request for proposal with regard to e-procurement of goods.
- Decision No.1402/QĐ-TTg dated 13 July 2016 approving the E-procurement masterplan and roadmap for the period 2016 – 2025.

- Circular No.10/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 22 July 2016 detailing guidance on monitoring and audit of procurement practices.
- Circular No.11/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 26 July 2016 providing guidance on the preparation of bidding documents with regard to engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) packages.
- Circular No.14/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 09 September 2016 providing guidance on the preparation of bidding documents for procurement of non-consulting services.
- Circular No.15/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 29 September 2016 providing guidance on the preparation of prequalification documents and bidding documents for selection of PPP investors.
- Circular No.16/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 16 December 2016 providing guidance on the preparation of prequalification documents and bidding documents for selection of investors to implement land-using projects.
- Decision No.1735/QĐ-TTg dated November 08th, 2017 establishing a National Steering Committee on electronic government procurement.

- Decision No.1785/QĐ-TTg dated November 13th, 2017 issuing Operational rules of the National Steering Committee on electronic government procurement.

- Circular No. 04/2017/TT-BKHDT dated November 15th, 2017 providing guidance on the selection of contractors through the National e-government procurement network.
	- Preparation for development of a Law on PPP investment.

- A Circular to amend Circular No.02/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 01 March 2016 providing guidance on preliminary selection of projects, on preparation, examination and approval of project proposals, and on feasibility study reports with regard to PPP projects.
- A Circular to amend Circular No.16/2016/TT-BKHDT dated 16 December 2016 providing guidance on the preparation of prequalification documents and bidding documents for selection of investors to implement land-using projects.
- A Circular on the provision of procurement information, and reporting on bidder selection.
- A Prime Minister’s decision on a roadmap for centralized procurement by electronic means.
- A Circular on bid evaluation applicable to e-procurement.
- A Decision of the Minister of Planning and Investment guiding centralized procurement as state-owned enterprises’ regular expenditure.

- Standard bidding documents for e-procurement applicable to World Bank and Asia Development Bank’s packages.


	Website for further information:  
	www.muasamcong.gov.vn 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Department of Public Procurement, Ministry of Planning and Investment 

Tel: +84.24.80.44239

Fax: +84.24.80.44323

Email: pham.hung.anh@mpi.gov.vn
	· 

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	While the world and domestic economy still recovered slowly, Viet Nam continued to promote deregulation. This represented a substance of work to improve the business-investment environment in the context of Viet Nam’s deeper integration into the regional and world economy. The policy framework related to market entry, competition, government procurement, foreign investment and trade were further improved in terms of transparency and predictability. Some legal documents were promptly issued and amended to address contemporary limitations, such as the Law on Foreign Trade Management, Law on Export and Import Taxes, Law on Planning, etc. The preparation of laws and under-law documents incorporated rigorous and scientific analyses, with consultation of various groups of enterprises and households in the drafting process.

Viet Nam also attempted to further reduce unnecessary regulatory burden on trade and investment activities. Conditions related to market entry were reviewed and simplified. The commitments on reducing tariff and liberalizing services market under international arrangements were fulfilled. The series of Resolution 19 (since 2014) created new momentum for significant and meaningful efforts to improve business environment, especially regarding trading across borders, paying taxes, etc. The Government ministries and agencies had active and frequent dialogues with the business communities to disseminate information, raise awareness and address difficulties for the enterprises in various areas, such as tax and custom procedures, credit, etc. 

The above reforms helped Viet Nam improve rankings of Doing Business indicators which was acknowledged internationally: Viet Nam move up in rankings by 9 in 2016 and by 14 in 2017 (to 68th out of 190 ranked economies) in the Doing Business reports by the World Bank, with remarkable progress in paying taxes (up in ranking by 81 in 2017), getting electricity (up by 32).
	- Further institutional reforms to enhance the foundations for market economy in Vietnam.

- Resolution of issues, improve policies, enforcing mechanisms and incentives in various areas of business-investment environment, protecting investor, reducing discriminatory treatment between enterprises of various ownership forms, and regulations on insolvency.

- Review, identification of issues in mechanisms, policies, procedures related to investment and trade activities upon implementation of further integration commitments.



	Website for further information:  
	www.ciem.org.vn 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mr. Nguyen Anh Duong

Deputy Director in charge, Department for Macroeconomic Policy and Integration Studies, Central Institute for Economic Management
Tel: +84.24.8044204;    Fax: +84.24.2438456795;     Emai: aduong@mpi.gov.vn

	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Promulgation of Circular No. 21/2016/TT-BCT dated 20 September 2016 regulating the implementation of rules of origin in the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and the Eurasian Economic Union, effective from 05 October 2016.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Agency of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (+84 24) 2220 5361

Email: tuantqu@moit.gov.vn

	

	Dispute Resolution


	N/A
	N/A

	Website for further information:  
	www.moj.gov.vn

	www.moj.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	Mr Bach Quoc An, Director General of International Law Department, Ministry of Justice.

Phone: + 84 24627 39526

Email: anbq@moj.gov.vn

	Mr Bach Quoc An, Director General of International Law Department, Ministry of Justice.

Phone: + 84 24627 39526

Email: anbq@moj.gov.vn


	Mobility of Business People


	- Joint Circular No. 03/2016/TTLT-BCA-BQP dated 24 June 2016, guiding the entry, exit and residence of foreigners and control and supervision of foreign vehicles entering and exiting border economic zones and sea ports in economic zones.
- Circular No. 28/2016/TT-BCA dated 05 July  2016, instructions on implementation of regulation on issuance and management of APEC business travel cards.

- Circular No. 29/2016/TT-BCA dated 6 July 2016 on guiding the issuance, amendment and supplementation for ordinary domestic passports for Vietnamese citizens;
- Implement the online system for receiving and processing passport insurance request of citizens (https://hochieu.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn).
- Resolution No.30/2016/QH14 dated 22 November 2016 on pilot issuance of electronic visas to foreigners to Viet Nam;
- Circular No. 53/2016/TT-BCA dated 28 December 2016, on the declaration and acknowledgement of information on temporary residency of foreigners in Viet Nam;
- Implement an online program to manage information of temporary residency of foreigners (https://tentinh.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn).
- Decree No. 07/2017/ND-CP, dated 25 January  2017 on guiding the pilot implementation of an e-visa scheme for visitors from 40 countries.

- Implement the electronic Visa system for foreigners entering Viet Nam (https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn).
	- Continue to formulate the Immigration Law for Vietnamese citizens.

- Continue to implement the 2nd phase of the Project on issuance and management of electronic passport system in Viet Nam. 



	Website for further information:  
	https://immigration.gov.vn
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Viet Nam Immigration Department, Ministry of Public Security

Address: Number 44 – 46 Tran Phu Street, Ha Noi

Tel: (+8424) 38243608

Email: htqta72@gmail.com
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	MFN  Tariffs: www.customs.gov.vn/SitePages/Tariff.aspx
Preferential tariffs: 

http://www.customs.gov.vn/SitePages/Tariff.aspx
Rules of origin under RTAs/FTAs:  

http://www.ecosys.gov.vn/Homepage/DocumentView.aspx 

Trade facilitation: http://customs.gov.vn/Lists/TinHoatDong/TinTuc.aspx?Category=M%E1%BB%99t%20c%E1%BB%ADa
Domestic trade and customs regulations:
http://www.moit.gov.vn/vn/pages/vanbandieuhanh.aspx?TypeVB=1
http://vbpq.mof.gov.vn
Customs Law:

http://customs.gov.vn/Lists/VanBanPhapLuat/Default.aspx
Procedures and requirements:
MOIT:
http://kstthc.moit.gov.vn/
MOF:

http://www.mof.gov.vn/portal/page/portal/mof_vn/tthc
MRAs Authorized organizations and MRAs:
http://www.vcci.com.vn/
Domestic trade data:
http://www.moit.gov.vn/vn/Pages/Trangchu.aspx

	

	Transparency


	In 2017, Viet Nam sent 20 notifications under TBT Agreement to WTO Members including 19 notifications and 1 annexes. 19 out of 20 notifications ensure at least 60 days for WTO Members’ comments. In general, Viet Nam meets requirement on transparency of TBT Agreement. 


	Coordinate with the related ministries in the TBT Viet Nam Network to enhance the implementation of transparency obligation for technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures having potential impacts on trade. 

	Website for further information:  
	www.tbt.gov.vn

	

	Contact point for further details:
	TBT Viet Nam Office, Ministry of Science and Technology

Email: tbtvn@tbt.gov.vn
Tel: (+84 24) 3791 2145


	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  

	Agreement Establishing the ASEAN - Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA)
	The Agreement Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA) was signed on 27 February 2009 on the occasion of ​​the 14th ASEAN Summit in Thailand and took effect since 1 January, 2010.

The working groups have completed the review of the Agreement in first phase and continue to complete the second phase review. This report includes a review of non-tariff measures and taking advantage of preferential tariffs within the AAZNFTA framework to promote bilateral trade and investment between ASEAN and these two partners.

Australia and New Zealand have also approved the extension of the AANZFTA Economic Support Program to end of 2019 to assist ASEAN member states in improving their FTA negotiation skills and disseminating knowledge on how to utilize the Agreement.


	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	ASEAN Division

Multilateral Trade Policy Department

Ministry of Industry and Trade
Tel: (+84 24)2220 5421

Fax: (+844) 2220 2525

Email: sondt@moit.gov.vn

	ASEAN - Korea Free Trade Agreement (AKFTA)
	The implementation of the AKFTA is focusing on upgrading the ASEAN-Korea Trade in Goods Agreement (AKTIG), including the adoption of the Third Protocol to amend the AKTIG and further liberalization of products in the Sensitive Track.

Regarding the Third Protocol amending the AKTIG Agreement, so far most ASEAN countries have ratified the Protocol, except for Indonesia and Viet Nam. Viet Nam is undertaking domestic procedures for the ratification of this Protocol.

Regarding the continued liberalization of the products in the Sensitive Track, most ASEAN countries (except Malaysia, Viet Nam) and South Korea have been involved in the negotiation process to accelerate liberalization of such products. South Korea has submitted the request to Viet Nam and the two sides are discussing this request.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	ASEAN Division

Multilateral Trade Policy Department

Ministry of Industry and Trade
Tel: (+84 24)2220 5417

Fax: (+84 24) 2220 2525

Email: khanhdd@moit.gov.vn

	Viet Nam - Eurasian Economic Union Free Trade Agreement 


	The Agreement was signed on 29 May 2015 and took effect on 5 October 2016. On 17 August 2016, the Ministry of Industry and Trade of Viet Nam issued Official Letter No. 7640/BCT-KV2 announcing the effective date of this agreement to relevant ministries, which attached the direction of the Prime Minister on the implementation of this Agreement. 

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	European - American Market Department

Ministry of Industry and Trade

Telephone:
(+84 24) 2220 5373

Fax: (+84 24) 2220 5376

Email: vam@moit.gov.vn

	Viet Nam - Chile Free Trade Agreement (VCFTA)
	Viet Nam - Chile FTA was approved and officially entered into force on 1 February 2014.

- Disseminate information through seminars on provisions of the VCFTA for the business community to take advantage of the Agreement’s benefits.

- Periodically review the implementation of commitments to eliminate difficulties/barriers in the implementation of the Agreement.

- Provide information to relevant agencies and organizations to improve mechanisms on the implementation of the Agreement.

- Promote bilateral mechanisms such as the Trade Council between the two countries, of which promotion of the implementation of the Viet Nam - Chile FTA is one of the main contents.

- Coordinate with the Ministry of Finance to complete the draft decree on preferential import tariffs applied in the FTA between the two countries.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	American Division, European - American market Department

Ministry of Industry and Trade

Telephone:
(+84 24) 2220 5373
Fax: (+84 24) 2220 5376

Email: vam@moit.gov.vn

	Viet Nam - Korea Free Trade Agreement (VKFTA)


	The VKFTA Agreement was signed on 5 May 2015 and officially came into effect on 20 December 2015. The Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality of Viet Nam (STAMEQ) is the co-chair of the 2nd session of the Subcommittee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Sub-Committee) implementing VKFTA.
The Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT) has issued Circular no. 40/2015/TT-BCT dated 18 November 2015 stipulating the implementation of Rules of Origin in VKFTA. This Circular was uploaded on the MOIT Web Portal (www.moit.gov.vn) and entered into force on 01 January 2016.
The 1st Joint Committee for VKFTA Implementation was held in December 2016 in Korea. Meetings of Functional Committees and Working Groups under the Joint Committee have been held through out the year to discuss and resolve issues during the implementation of VKFTA.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
www.tbt.gov.vn


	Contact point for further details:
	ASEAN Divison

Multilateral Trade Policy Department

Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (+84 24) 2220 5417

Fax: (+84 24) 2220 2525

Email: khanhdd@moit.gov.vn
Asia – Africa Market Department
Ministry of Industry and Trade

Phone: (+84 24) 2220 5423

Email: vap@moit.gov.vn
TBT Viet Nam Office, Ministry of Science and Technology

Email: tbtvn@tbt.gov.vn
Tel: (+84 24) 3791 2145

	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1: EU-Viet Nam FTA (EVFTA)


	On 26 June 2012, Viet Nam and the EU officially launched negotiations on the Vietnam - EU Free Trade Agreement. After three years, after 14 official and various intersessional rounds, on 4 August 2015, Viet Nam and the EU concluded the negotiation. The two sides have also completed legal scrubbing in the technical level and preparing for concluding the whole process. 



	
	Agreement #2: Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

	At the 21st ASEAN Summit in November 2012, the ASEAN Leaders and the six ASEAN FTA+ partners, including India, South Korea, Japan, New Zealand, China and Australia announced to launch negotiations on the RCEP Agreement. 20 official and intersessional rounds have taken place since the first session in May 2013. The RCEP Ministers also met in eight sessions (five official rounds and three intersessional rounds) to direct the negotiations. At the RCEP Summit on 14 November 2017, Leaders of the 16 countries participating in the negotiation of the RCEP Agreement adopted the Joint Declaration on the Negotiation of the RCEP Agreement, reaffirming their determination to reach a comprehensive economic partnership, having mutual benefits, high standards, modern commitments, establishing a whole package that helps to facilitate favorable trade and investment climate in the region, and assigned Ministers and Negotiators to strive further in 2018 to conclude negotiations.

	
	Agreement #3: ASEAN Trade in Service Agreement


	ASEAN is negotiating the ASEAN Trade in Services Agreement (ATISA) to upgrade and replace the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services (AFAS) as well as succeeding from ASEAN+ FTAs. ASEAN Member States are making efforts towards the goal of concluding negotiation in 2018.

	
	Agreement #4: ASEAN – Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership
	ASEAN and Japan have concluded negotiations on Service and Investment Chapters under the framework of the ASEAN – Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP) and also completed in principle the legal scrubbing of the First Protocol to Amend the AJCEP Agreement. 

ASEAN Member States and Japan agreed to undertake their respective domestic procedures for the signing of the First Protocol to Amend the AJCEP Agreement either at the sideline of the 24th AEM Retreat in March 2018, or, at the 24thAEM-METI Consultations in August 2018 or any other appropriate occasion mutually agreed in 2018.

	
	Agreement #5: Negotiating to upgrade ASEAN – China Free Trade Agreement (ACFTA)
	In order to promote economic development and strengthen bilateral trade relations, on 9 October, 2013, at the 16th ASEAN-China Summit, the Leaders of ASEAN and China adopted the initiative of launching negotiations on upgrading the ACFTA Agreement. On this basis, the ASEAN Economic Ministers and the China’s Minister of Commerce adopted the basic principles to guide the negotiation process and tasked the ACFTA Implementing Committee (ACFTA-IC) to carry out. At the 9th AC-JC meeting in October 2015, ASEAN and China agreed on the contents of the said Protocol. On 22nd November, 2015, within the framework of the 18th ASEAN-China Summit, the ASEAN Leaders and China signed the Protocol to amend the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and certain Agreements thereunder between ASEAN and China which focused on: (1) Revising the rules of origin towards more flexible and more facilitative manner to enterprises, customs cooperation and trade facilitation measures; (2) Incorporating the third package of services; (3) Promoting and facilitating investment; and (4) Strengthening economic and technical cooperation. The following issues were included in the built-in agenda for the implementation of the Protocol: (1) Negotiating specific rules of product (PSR) within one year after the entry into force of the Protocol; (2) Further liberalising trade in goods within two years after the entry into force of the Protocol; and (3) Discussing on upgrading the Investment Agreement under the framework of the ACFTA with respect to investment liberalization and protection within 3 years after the entry into force of the Protocol. The Protocol has entered into force since 1 July 2016. ASEAN and China are continuing to review the implementation of the Protocol’s built-in agenda.



	
	Agreement #6: Comprehensiv and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP)


	On 5 October 2015, participating countries of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) reached an agreement to conclude negotiations. On 5 November 2015, the TPP countries announced the full text of the Agreement.

In 2017, Vietnam and the TPP members continued to hold meetings and discussions to reach a common understanding of the TPP Agreement, in the context of the United States’ withdrawal from this agreement.

On the sideline of the APEC 2017 Summit held in Vietnam in November, Economic Ministers of the 11 member countries of the Transpacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) met in Danang to discuss the implementation of the TPP Agreement given current situation.

On the basis of discussion among countries after the TPP Ministerial Meeting in Hanoi in May 2017, Ministers agreed on the new name for the 11-member TPP Agreement, which was The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and issued a Joint Declaration affirming that the TPP. countries had reached a mutual agreement on the core issues of this Agreement, with the spirit of maintaining the agreed content of the TPP Agreement but also allowing participating countries to postpone a limited number of obligations to ensure balance in the new context.

Ministers also agreed that the CPTPP Agreement is a comprehensive, high standard agreement based on the balance of interests of its members, taking into account the level of development of the countries. Based on this Declaration, the Ministers assigned Chief negotiators to continue addressing a number of technical issues that have not yet reached consensus as well as conducting legal scrubbing to prepare for the signing.

	
	Agreement #7:

Viet Nam – European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Free Trade Agreement


	On July 3, 2012, the EFTA and Viet Nam signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), in which EFTA countries recognize Vietnam as a market economy in the context of the two sides' negotiation of a free trade agreement (FTA). This decision reflected the EFTA's recognition of Vietnam's efforts to reform the economy as well as its desire to promote economic and trade relations through the negotiation and conclusion of a FTA between both sides.

The two parties have undergone 15 official negotiation sessions and 02 Chief-negotiator level sessions. At the moment, the two sides have identified remaining issues in key areas of the Agreement, such as Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Investment, Government Procurement, Intellectual Property, Rules of Origin and Customs. The next negotiation round is expected to take place in May 2018.

	
	Agreement #8: Viet Nam – Israel Free Trade Agreement (VIFTA)


	Negotiation of the Free Trade Agreement between Vietnam and Israel (VIFTA) has undergone three negotiation rounds in both countries. The first was held in March 2016 in Ha Noi and the third was recently held in Jerusalem, Israel from 19-22 June 2017. During these rounds, the two sides had reached some progresses but there is still a few issues in important content. Negotiations are still at an early stage, and Israel is awaiting outcomes from Viet Nam’s negotiations within TPP and the FTA with the European Union. 

	
	Agreement #9: ASEAN – Hong Kong, China Free Trade Agreement (AHKFTA)

	After 9 official and several mid-term negotiation rounds, on 12 November 2017, at the sideline of the 31st ASEAN Summit, ASEAN and Hong Kong, China signed AHKFTA and ASEAN – Hong Kong, China Investment Agreement, expanding the opportunities for larger trade and investment and business chances among Parties.

	Future plans


	Formally sign and ratify the CPTPP Agreement. Ratify AHKFTA and AHKIA.
Continue to implement TBT commitments under signed agreements and agreements that took effect and to launch negotiations in other RTAs/FTAs ​​in accordance with directive by the Government.

Coordinate to implement commitments under the Viet Nam-EAEU Free Trade Agreement and actively monitor the implementation. Promote dissemination of information, consulting with the business community on the implementation of the Viet Nam- EAEU Free Trade Agreement to provide timely support measures (information support for enterprises, consultation, etc…). Implement the agreed contents at the first meeting of the Joint Committee on the implementation of the Viet Nam- EAEU Free Trade Agreement at the end of June 2017. Hold annual meetings of the Implementing Committee of the Viet Nam- EAEU Free Trade Agreement and also the Technical Working Group meetings. Prepare for the first Viet Nam- EAEU Free Trade Agreement review by the end of 2019. Negotiating and signing bilateral and multilateral instruments to open more markets to create more favorable conditions for the business community and EUEA.

Continue to disseminate information on the VCFTA agreement to the business community to take advantage of the incentives. Periodically review implementation of commitments to eliminate difficulties in the implementation of the Agreement. Provide information to the relevant agencies and organizations to improve the mechanisms for implementation of the Agreement. Promoting bilateral mechanisms such as the Trade Councils between the two countries, which promotes the implementation of the Agreement, is one of the key issues. Coordinate with the Ministry of Finance to finalize the draft decree on preferential import tariffs applied in the VCFTA.

Provide information to the relevant agencies and organizations to improve the mechanisms fimplementation of the Agreement.

Promoting bilateral mechanisms such as the Trade Councils, which promotes the implementation of the Agreement, is one of the key issues.

	Website for further information:  
	www.moit.gov.vn
www.tbt.gov.vn 

	Contact point for further details:
	WTO and Trade Negotiation Division

Department for Multilateral Trade Policy
Ministry of Industry and Trade

Tel: (+8424) 2220 5420

Fax: (+8424) 2220 2525

Email: trans@moit.gov.vn
Asia – Africa Market Department
Ministry of Industry and Trade
Phone: (+84 24) 2220 5410

Email: vap@moit.gov.vn
TBT Viet Nam Office

Ministry of Science and Technology
Email: tbtvn@tbt.gov.vn
Tel: (+84 24) 3791 2145


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	N/A
	N/A


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





76

