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This paper summarises the main points emerging from the workshops and plenary discussions held by members of the Forum.  The overarching theme of the Forum was capturing value from science.  

The Forum’s conclusions have been grouped according to the four policy issues that are being discussed at the Ministerial meeting. 

They are as follows:

- Connecting research and innovation

- Human Capacity Building

- International S&T Networks

- Technology cooperation and best practice in strategic planning

Connecting research and innovation

· There are three dimensions to value

· Economic

· Environmental

· Social

· Technology and science are different.  Science uses wealth to create knowledge and technology uses knowledge to create wealth

· Innovation must be set within a sustainable framework and “business as usual” without regional orchestration won’t achieve the change required. 

· The Forum recommends Ministers consider achieving a level of harmony between regulatory and taxation regimes in different economies throughout the region to stimulate collaboration in regional research and commercialisation.  

· Government plays a crucial role in providing an education system at all levels to ensure excellence of science and the necessary infrastructure to allow good research to flourish. There is a strong regional element to such a system.

· The Forum acknowledges the huge divide between developed and undeveloped economies within the region and the challenges it presents to commercialising science. The Forum was unable to offer any immediate solutions to this problem, but does commend it to Ministers as an area which warrants further consideration.  Linking technology transfer to overseas aid to less developed economies was suggested by some delegates. 

· Government plays an important role in gaining public understanding of emerging technologies. The Forum was keen to avoid the difficulties that have been associated with the commercialisation of genetically modified crops.

Human Capacity Building

· The Forum agreed this area as the most important challenge facing the APEC region.

· There is a great opportunity within APEC to facilitate this by moving people around the region in a targeted way, e.g. sharing best practice in commercialisation from universities such as staff training, use of patent pools, Intellectual Property.

· Scientists need new skills; traditionally they are trained in discovery but they need to be flexible, to work well in teams, to have HR, finance and leadership skills, and be business savvy.

· The RDLF encourages APEC to explore opportunities for creativity and invention at the interface of indigenous and scientific knowledge systems.

International S&T Networks

· The need to achieve more effective links with business groupings through APEC is crucial.  This area needs to be fully explored and options developed as a matter of urgency.

· The possibility of establishing an APEC research council to integrate research effort in areas of regional interest such as sustainable development was advocated.  This should have as one of its objectives the need to establish links with comparable northern hemisphere bodies, in particular the European Union.

· Building on local and national initiatives to develop directories and programmes embracing business, venture capitalists and research communities, the RDLF supports the establishment of an APEC based regional directory.

Technological cooperation and best practice in strategic planning

The Forum acknowledges the value of coordinated strategic planning but encourages ministers not to lose sight of the fact that much innovation has a strong element of chance to it and all economies need to be able to respond effectively to this.  
