
Eligibility Criteria and Guidelines 

for Accessing the APEC Support Fund Sub-Fund for APEC Cooperation on Combating COVID-19 and Economic Recovery
This paper sets out the governance arrangements and eligibility criteria for the APEC Support Fund Sub-Fund for APEC Cooperation on Combating COVID-19 and Economic Recovery (CCER).  

Background

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed an unprecedented global challenge that requires collective and inclusive response. APEC members have experienced multiple challenges emerging from the pandemic, including the impact on public health and health care infrastructure and staff, supply chain disruptions, sluggish trade and investment, loss of employment and MSMEs, and economic downturn in general. APEC economies need to strengthen cooperation in the spirit of solidarity and partnership to combat current and future pandemics, safeguard the health and well-being of people, accelerate economic recovery, and harness new opportunities of digital economy, so as to better achieve shared economic prosperity of APEC community. 

Scope

The CCER Sub-fund aims to support a wide range of APEC project activities to help primarily developing member economies in their efforts to 1) address and manage the economic impacts of COVID-19; 2) strengthen public health system and capacity building; 3) expedite economic recovery, build resiliency against future large-scale economic disruptions, and 4) facilitate APEC economies to better adapt to available and innovative digital tools and the digital economy to boost economic recovery and growth, while avoiding duplication with existing APEC sub-funds. 

SOM Steering Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation (SCE) will undertake the duties as the Responsible APEC Forum as set out in the Guidebook on APEC Projects with respect to the CCER Sub-fund.  

Criteria for Accessing the CCER Sub-fund

Any interested economy, within any APEC fora, may submit Concept Notes (CNs) which fall within the scope and eligibility criteria of the CCER Sub-fund.  

To be considered eligible for the CCER Sub-fund, the project must contribute to at least one of the following aspects:

Sharing of experiences lessons learned, and best practices from economies’ efforts and actions to combat COVID-19 and manage outbreaks.
Initiatives that address and manage the economic impacts of COVID-19 and expedite economic recovery.
Initiatives that strengthen public health system for combating COVID-19. 
Initiatives that promote digital economy development and application of new technologies including but not limited to, tele-medicine, online education, teleworking, and contactless economy that could facilitate the recovery of economic activities disrupted by COVID-19.
Initiatives that support efforts to make supply chains for essential goods more resilient and less vulnerable to shocks from COVID-19.
Initiatives that build capacity for MSMEs and vulnerable sectors and groups to recover and build resiliency to economic disruptions caused by COVID-19.
Project Concept Notes applying for the CCER Sub-Fund will be checked against these criteria for their eligibility. 

Procedures to access the Sub-Fund:
Endorsement and Scoring

All CNs seeking access to the CCER Sub-fund, including CNs from SCE itself, must first be endorsed by the proposing forum and have at least two co-sponsoring economies. CNs that are seeking endorsement must be submitted to the Program Director responsible for the forum in question no later than the advertised Internal Submission Deadline that applies to the project session in question. Project Overseers must ensure that their economy agrees to propose the CN and must secure at least two co-sponsoring economies for the project before submitting the CN by the Internal Submission Deadline.
CNs that are endorsed, and have the minimum co-sponsors, must be submitted to the APEC Project Management Unit, no later than the advertised Final Submission Deadline that applies to the Project Session in question.
CNs will then be provided to the SCE which will consider the CNs against the CCER Sub-fund eligibility criteria and decide whether the CN is eligible to access the Sub-fund. Eligibility does not guarantee funding. CNs will be considered eligible for the CCER Sub-fund unless there is a dissenting view raised by one or more SCE members. SCE members with dissenting views must provide their reasoning based on the eligibility criteria in writing to the APEC Secretariat. The APEC Secretariat will share the reasoning with the proposing economy so that the CN may be improved, as required, for re-submission in a subsequent project session. If there is a dissenting view, the CN will be considered ineligible for the Sub-fund.
CNs that are deemed eligible will be scored by SCE using the APEC Scoring Template. Consistent with the Guidebook on APEC Projects, the Secretariat will then calculate which CNs can be funded, based on order of scores (highest to lowest), and in consideration of the total amount that is available under the CCER Sub-fund, for the APEC Project Session in question. In line with the rules that apply to all APEC project funds, if a CN is found to be ineligible, the CN may not proceed any further in the APEC Project Session in question, either under the CCER Sub-fund, or any other APEC project fund (including the ASF General Fund).
Developing the Full Project Proposal
After a Concept Note receives in-principle approval from BMC, the PO has until the specified deadline to develop the full Project Proposal, which needs to be endorsed by the proposing forum and subsequently submitted to the Secretariat and PMU for quality assessment. On the basis of PMU’s assessment, BMC will decide to approve or reject the Project Proposal for funding.

Administration of the CCER Sub-fund

The APEC Secretariat will be responsible for the administration of the CCER Sub-Fund. It will be subject to the procedures and timelines governing the APEC Support Fund, as set out in the Guidebook on APEC Projects and the APEC website. Refer to http://www.apec.org/Projects/Applying-for-Funds.aspx. 

The sub-fund will be made available for use until 24 months after the World Health Organization ends COVID-19 as a “Public Health Emergency of International Concern” (PHEIC).

