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United States Department of Agriculture
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Information System for U.S. Agriculture

Agricultural Marketing Service
quick market information on prices, supply & demand

National Agricultural Statistics Service
basic statistics on crops, livestock,

labor, chemical use, farm demographics, income & expenses

Economic Research Service
economic analysis for the U.S. agricultural sector 
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Information System for World Agriculture

World Agricultural Outlook Board
world supply & demand forecasts

Foreign Agricultural Service
data & analysis on foreign agriculture

Economic Research Service
economic analysis for the world agricultural sector 
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USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service

• Provides timely, accurate and useful statistics in service 
to U.S. agriculture

• Basic data on production and supplies of food and fiber, farm labor,
agricultural chemical use, prices paid and received by farmers,
farm finances, farm demographics

• Statistical surveys of farms and agribusinesses to produce
nearly 500 reports each year

• Census of agriculture every 5 years to provide
uniform, comprehensive statistics for every county

• 46 field offices serving 50 states and Puerto Rico with
cooperative relationships with State Departments of Agriculture
and agricultural universities

• Training and technical assistance to help other countries 
improve agricultural data systems
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U.S. Agricultural Statistics System

efficiently use limited resources
to satisfy needs of data users

Censuscomprehensive

5 year benchmark

county, state & U.S.

Sample Surveys timely

state & U.S.

efficient

selected commodities

6



U.S. Agricultural Statistics System

U.S. Census of Agriculture

uniform, comprehensive statistics
on farms & farm productivity
for every county in the U.S.

every 5 years
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U.S. Census of Agriculture

all farms

fertilizer & chemical use
farm production expenses

inventory & value of machinery & equipment
market value of land & buildings

farm labor

~ years ending in “2” & “7” ~
inventories as of December 31 ~ production, sales & other information for calendar year

total area & land use
irrigation

land in government programs
field & forage crops
fruits, nuts & berries
vegetables & melons

horticultural specialties

livestock & poultry
animal specialties

aquaculture
production contracts
gross value of sales

direct sales to consumers

government loans
government program payments

farm-related income
grain storage capacity

operator characteristics
farm organization
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U.S. Agricultural Statistics System

U.S. Census of Agriculture
follow-on surveys

additional information
on specialized farm activities

using census responses
as basis for sampling
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U.S. Census of Agriculture Follow-on Surveys

2007 Census of Agriculture
2008 Farm & Ranch Irrigation Survey
2008 Organic Production Survey
2009 Census of Horticultural Specialties
2009 On-Farm Renewable Energy Production Survey

2002 Census of Agriculture
2003 Farm & Ranch Irrigation Survey
2005 Census of Aquaculture

1997 Census of Agriculture
1998 Farm & Ranch Irrigation Survey
1998 Census of Aquaculture
1998 Census of Horticultural Specialties
1999 Agricultural Economics & Land Ownership Survey
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U.S. Agricultural Statistics System

on-going sample survey program

weekly, monthly, quarterly & annual reports

basic statistics on
crops, livestock, farm labor, chemical use,
farm demographics, income & expenses
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Ongoing Agricultural Statistics Program
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Ongoing Agricultural Statistics Program

Crops: Livestock: Other:
grains
hay
oilseeds
cotton
tobacco
potatoes
sugar
other field crops
citrus fruit
non-citrus fruit
nuts
vegetables
floriculture

crop progress

acreage
- prospective plantings
- planted
- harvested

yield & production
- forecasts
- final
- by utilization

stocks
disposition

processing

prices received by 
farmers

agricultural chemical use

cattle
hogs
sheep
goats
equine
poultry
milk & dairy products
aquaculture
bees & honey
mink

inventory
- total
- by class
- births
- deaths
- predator losses

marketings
slaughter

production/disposition
- meat
- other products

(milk, dairy products, wool,
mohair, eggs, honey, etc.)

prices received by farmers
inventory/production values

number of farms
land in farms

land values
cash rents

agricultural labor
- number of workers
- hours worked
- wages paid

cold storage
- holdings
- capacity

cash receipts

production expenditures

weekly ~ monthly ~ quarterly ~ annual
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Survey Program for Major Data Series

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

Crops:

Yield Forecasts     
small grains

row crops

Acreage & Production

Grain Stocks

Livestock:

Hog Inventory

Cattle Inventory

Sheep Inventory

Economic & Environmental:

Farm Costs & Returns

Chemical Use

Farm Labor
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Data Collection & Estimation Process

estimates based on data from
agricultural producers & agri-businesses

surveys
administrative sources

sample & census procedures
scientifically proven sampling techniques

lists of producers & businesses
segments of land
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Data Collection & Estimation Process

data collected using:
mail questionnaires
telephone interviews

face-to-face interviews
objective measurements

Electronic Data Collection

comprehensive data analysis
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Data Collection & Estimation Process

Headquarters
• design survey
• develop specifications (content & procedures)
• design questionnaires
• develop instructions
• train field office statisticians
• develop systems/programs

Field Offices
• maintain lists
• train interviewers
• collect data
• process data
• analyze data
• recommend state estimates
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Data Collection & Estimation Process

Headquarters
• combine data to national level
• analyze data
• receive state recommendations

Agricultural Statistics Board
• set regional & national estimates
• review/reconcile state recommendations
• publish final estimates
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Agricultural Statistics Board

varies by commodity

ASB Director -Chairperson

Statistics Division Director
Branch Chief Crops - Livestock - Environmental, Economic & Demographic

Section Head Field Crops - Fruits, Vegetables & Special Crops - Livestock
Poultry & Specialty Commodities - Economics - Environment - Demographics

Commodity Specialist

Statistical Methodology Specialist
Survey Specialist

2 Field Office representatives
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Statistics prepared under “lock-up” conditions

Speculative
Commodities

Corn yield forecasts
Soybean yield forecasts
Cotton yield forecasts
Wheat yield forecasts

Citrus production
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Dissemination of Official Agricultural Statistics

Internet
www.nass.usda.gov

reports, publications & on-line agricultural statistics database

printed publications

e-mail subscriptions

CD-ROM
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Users of Official Agricultural Statistics

farmers
individual & corporate farmers

growers’ associations
farmer cooperatives

agribusinesses
seed companies

equipment companies
chemical companies

warehouse & storage companies
transportation companies

food processors
feed processors

other suppliers & buyers

economic firms
banks & lending institutions

commodity traders
insurance companies

marketing firms

university researchers

government policy makers

media
newspapers
magazines

radio
television
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